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GEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


IN order to diftinguifh man from 
the reft of the animal creation he 
has been defined, and perhaps with 
juftice, a fpeculative animal. In 
whatever ftate, and under whatever 
form we find him, his propenfity for 
deducing general principles from 
local circumftances is evident. 

It is this fpirit of generalization 
that dictated to Newton his laws of 
gravitation, to Hartley his fyftem of 
vibrations, and to Lavoifier his doc- 
trine of the gaffes ; to Epicureus his 
fortuitous concuffion of atoms ; * 
Brahma his three Weiociples of cre- 
ation, prefervation, and deftruction ; 
to Plato his innate ideas; and, to 
Stahl his doctrine of phlogifton. 
Thefe, and all other fyftems from 
that of the philofopher, who, from 
the proper adjuftment of the centri- 
petal and centrifugal forces, tells us 
how the earth regularly revolves in 
its tracklefs path through the hea- 
vens, to that of the poor Indian, 
who, with wonder at his own inge- 
nuity, fupports it by an elephant and 
gives the elephant a tortoife to ftand 
upon, are all the refult of the fame 
propentity of the human mind, dif- 
ferently modified by local circum- 
ftances. 

But in no fubje&, on which hu- 
man ingenuity has ht him to 
fpeculate, does he feel himfelf more 
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interefted, and of confequence, to 
none has his attenticn been more 
directed, than the formation of the 
globe he inhabits. 

Scarcely could the human race 
have exifted before their attention 
muft have been drawn to this fubjea. 
The favage, as he roamed through 
the foreft in fearch of his daily food, 
muft early have taken notice of the 
continual changes that are every 
where taking place. 

In the fpring, he muft have beheld 
the trees cafting out their leaves and 
bloffoms ; in the fummer, thefe blof- 
foms ripening into fruit, and in win- 
ter, thegghill northern blaft deftroying®™ 
all figns of vegetation. When the 
ftreams that defcend from the moun- 
tains were {welled either by heavy 
falls of rain or by the melting of the 
{now on their fummits, he muft have 
feen that they carried with them, 
into the fea, large quantities of earthy 
fubftances. And, fometimes, by earth- 
quakes and tempefts, he muft have 
beheld confiderable portions of land 
buried beneath the furface of the 
oceane How natural then was it 
for him to enquire, What are the 
caufes of thefe changes? What will 
be their ultimate effects? and, May 
they not, in time, render this earth 
unfit for the habitation of man? 

In endeavouring to folve thefe in- 
terefting queftions we may fuppofe 
that, along with a few truths, he 
adopted many errors; but, as it is 
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the nature of truth to be eternal, 
and of error, tranfient; and as each 
generation would add fome new 
truths and banifh many old errors, 
we may fuppofe that, in a number 
of generations, the {cience of geology 
would be brought to fome degree of 
perfeétion. This, in all probability, 
would have been the cafe had not 
mankind, unfortunately, endeavoured 
to folve thefe queftions by enquiring 
—In what manner this earth frit 
began to exift? « 

“hey had now entered on the in- 
veltigation of a queftion in the folu- 
tion of which a€tual oBSERVATION 
could afford them no aid; they 
therefore wisely rejected it and judi- 
ciously adopted IMAGINATION to 
fupply its place. From fuch a fyitem 
of philofophifing what was to be ex- 
pected? Juft what it has produced. 
Syftems which differ from each other 
only in the different modes they take 
of fetting every principle of reafon 
and philofophy at defiance. Fabrics 
of mift, founded on the clouds, which 
are no fooner illumined, than they 
diffolve away. 

Thefe contrivers of creation, have 
been elegantly ridiculed by Cowper 
in the following lines of his Tafk : 
Some ot acute, and more induftrious 

ill, 
Contrive creation: travel nature up 
To the tharp peak of her fublimett height, 
And tell us whence the ftars; why fome 
are fixed, 
And —e? fome; what gave them 
fi , 


Rotation; from what fountain flow’d 
their light. 

Great og follows, and much learned 

Involves the combatants; each claiming 
truth, 

And truth difclaiming both. 


Let us then leave thefe philofo- 
phical dreamers to 
Wield the elements, and build 
A thoufand fyftems, each in his own way, 
That fhall go out in fume and be forgot. 
eowPar. 
and proceed to examine, from efta- 
blifhed facts, what changes this earth 
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has been fubjected to? What changes 
it may be fubjeAed to? and, What 
are the caufes of thefe changes ? 

On examining into the various 
phenomena which this globe prefents 
to our view, we find the moft unan- 
fwerable reafons to conclude that the 
whole of the prefent inhabitable parts 
of it were formerly buried bencath 
the furface of the ocean. On the 
fummits of the higheft mountains, in 
the internal parts of continents, im- 
menfe mafles of organized bodies 
have been found which could only 
have been produced at the bottom of 
the oceane On the fummits of fome 
of the higheft mountains that com- 
pofe the Andes and the Alps, large 
mafles of calcareous ftone are found 
which are evidently compofed of the 
fhells of fea-fifh ; and on others, in 
the internal parts of quarries of chert 
remains of fea weeds and the impref- 
fions of fith are found, in fo perfe& 
a ftate, that not only the genus but 
the fpecies to which they belong are 
eafily difcernible. Hence it follows 
that the continents we inhabit, were 
once buried beneath the ocean, and 
that they owe their prefent elevated 
fituation either to its retiring or to 
fome internal force raifing them 
above their former fituation. 

The firft of thefe fuppofitions is 
evidently falfe; we muft therefore 
endeavour to difcover fome agent in 
nature powerful enough to raife thefe 
ae maffes of matter. In 
order to effect this it will be neceffary 
to examine the 
now going forward, fee if any fuch 
changes are taking place, and if there 
are, difcover their caufes. 

Upon the moft curfory examination 
we two powerful agents every 
where, and at all times in ation. The 
external operations of water tending 
to reduce the elevated parts of conti- 
nents to a leve! with the ocean, and 
the internal action of fire tending to 
elevate them. To one or other of 
thefe agents we may afcribe almoft 
all the changes that are continually 
taking place around us. pe 


tions that are 
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Of the power of the external ope- 
rations of water, to reduce the higher 
parts of continents, no perfon can 
entertain the Jeaft doubt who has 
beheld the immenfe quantities of 
earthy matter that are continually 
carried into the fea, by means of 
rains wafhing the earth from the 
declivities of mountains into rivers, 
and by them being borne into the 
oceans The hardeft rock is incapable 
of withftanding the joint actions of 
air and water, but muft at length 
crumble away and be carried off by 
the water. Added to this, the ocean 
often buries, at once, large tracts of 
land, and though the effects of this 
fudden immerfion of land is trifling 
in comparifon to the effects produced 
by the rain gradually wafhing it into 
the fea; yet it muft convince us that, 
in time, the furface of this earth muft 
be confiderably changed. 

The fpace sow occupied by the 
Zuyder Sea was once part of the 
fertile and highly cultivated province 
of Friefland. Hotman Galama, a 
gentleman who pofleffed a large eftate 
there, one day as he was walking 
over it perceived a living herring in 
one of the ditches. As the ditch had 
no apparent communication with the 
fea, he concluded that there was a fub- 
terraneous one, and, of confequence, 
fuppofed the fea had undermined the 
country. Upon this, fuppofing that 
the land could not long remain fuf- 
pended on the furface of the water, 
he fold his eftate and retired with his 
family to a place of fafety. Not 
long after this the event he dreaded 
took place, and a large extent of 
country was, at once, precipitated to 
the bottom of the ocean. Voltaire 
in his hiftory of philofophy, fays, as 
he was failing to Mardyke, he faw 
the church fteeples of eighteen of the 
villages which had been buried in the 
ocean. 

Of the effects of internal fires in 
the elevation of land I fhall give the 
following inftances. 

F. Bourgnon, fays; on the 12th 
of May 1707, a new island fprung 
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up near St. Erini in the Archipelago. 
At firft a few rocks rofe. above the 
furface of the water. A number of 
mariners, who took them for wrecks 
of veflels, having put off to them 
were furprifed to find that they were 
a fhoal that had f{prung up from the 
bottom of the fea = was fenfibly 
encreafing under their feet. It con- 
tinued to encreafe in height and ex- 
tenfion, very fenfibly from its firft 
appearance till the 13th or 14th of 
June, and that without any noife or 
difturbance, although two days before 
its appearance there had been a con- 
fiderable earthquake felt all over the 
ifland of St. Erini. 

On the roth of July, at fun-fet, a 
chain of rocks rofe from a prodigious 
depth of the fea. The next day, 
fmoke was obferved to break forth, 
much refembling in thicknefs and 
colour, that of a burning furnace, 
and at the fame time were heard cer- 
tain murmurings under ground which 
feemed to proceed from the centre of 
this new island. This flame daily 
encreafed, and finally, on the 2oth 
of September, all the different rocks 
that rofe united into one ifland, which 
appeared to be at leaft three miles in 
circumference, and forty feet high. 

In 1628, one of the iflands of the 
Azores rofe up from the bottom of the 
fea, which, in that place, was one 
hundred and fixty fathoms deep; and 
this ifland, which is three leagues 
long, one league and a half broad, and 
three hundred and fixty feet above the 
level of the water, rofe in fifteen days. 

On the 20th of November 1720, a 
fubterraneous fire burft out of the fea, 
near Tercera, one of the Azores, 
which threw up fuch a quantity of 
ftones, in the {pace of thirty days, 
that it formed an ijland, two leagues 
in diameter and nearly circular. 

Monte Nuovo, which is about one 
hundred and fifty feet high and three 
miles in circumference, rofe from the 
Lucrine lake, by the force of internal 
fire, in one night. 

Many other inftances of the vol- 
canic generation of iflands might be 
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produced ; but thefe are fufficient to 

ove, that the internal agency of fire 
is powerful enough to elevate large 
tracts of lard to a confiderable 
heirht. 

We have now two powerful agents, 
which are evidently always operating 
to change the face of the inhabitable 
parts of this earth. Let us then take 
a fhort view of what will be the pro- 
bable effets of their united powers. 

By the defcent of rain, as 1 before 
faid, a great quantity of earthy mat- 
ter is borne into the fea, and as the 
greater part of it is not held in a ftate 
of folution, but only fufpended, it 
mutt foon be depofited on the bottom 
of the ocean. By means of the cur- 
rents of the fea the matter thus de- 
pofited would be thrown together in 
large maffes ; and by the difference 
of fpecific gravities and the affinity 
of aggregation, fubftances of the fame 
nature would unite together and form 
ftrata or veins Thus would the bafis 
of new continents and iflands be 
formed at the bottom of the ocean: 
but they could never be elevated to 
any confiderable height above the 
level of the water without the affift- 
ance of fome internal agent. 

When we contemplate the perfe& 
harmony that exifts between the vari- 
ous laws by which the operations of 
nature are governed; when we be- 
hold the ftriétounity of effect that is 
every where produced by the opera- 
tion of agents apparently the moft 
oppofite ; may we not conclude, with- 
out throwing ourfelves open to the 
imputation of reafoning from hypo- 
thefis inftead of fact, that the very 
laws which govern the formation of 
thefe fubmarine iflands and conti- 
nents, alfo govern the formation of 
the internal fires by which they are 
elevated. If this is the cafe, then, 
the fame regularity that prevails in 
all the other operations of nature pre- 
vails in this; and the growth of an 
ifland or continent is as much fub- 
jeQed to certain, fixed, and invaria- 
ble laws as the growth of an animal 
er vegetable. 
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The evident tendency, therefore, 
of thefe agents is to deftroy the con. 
tinents we now inhabit, and to ere@ 
new ones out of their ruins in the 
midft of the ocean. 

If ever fuch continents fhould be 
formed, what appearances would they 
prefent to their inhabitants fome 
after their formation? Would they not 
every where prefent heterogeneous 
mixtures of volcanic and marine pro. 
ductions? On the higheft mountains 
bodies that owed their origin to the 
ocean, and others. formed by fire, 
would be found. 

Now thefe are juft the phenomena 
the continents we inhabit prefent to 
our view. The Pike of Teneriffe, 
Mount Blanc, Mount Caucafus, the 
Appenines, the Pyrenees, the Alps, 
the Andes, all exhibit immenfe quan- 
tities of volcanic and marine produc. 
tions blended together. 

The catacombs of Rome are hol- 
lowed in a fort of Puzzolana earth, of 
a brown violet colour, mixed with 
chryftals of fchoerl, of the form of 
garnets, the fame as thofe in the par. 
tridge-eyed lava of Naples; yet in 
thefe have been found the dones of 
whales and other foreign bodies, 
which feem to have been depofited 
there by the fea. 

Gibraltar is fituated on a high fpa- 
cious rock. On the fummit have 
been found maffes of bones form- 
ing, as it were, one fubftance with 
the rock; the matter of which the 
rock is compofed muft confequently 
have been brought thither after the 
bones have been depofited. In this 
colleétion are to be found thofe of the 
human fpecies as well as thofe of wild 
and domeftic animals, confufedly 
thrown together. 

In England the bones of a whale, 
the head and horns of a fpecies of 
deer, which naturalifts affirm never 
exifted cn that ifland, and which are 
almoft double the fize of any of 
the fame fpecies now to be 
and the tufks of an elephant, have 
been dug up from a very con 
depths 
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Near the mouth of the La Plata, 
the bones of a large animal have been 
lately dug up, from a great depth 
below the furface of the earth. This 
animal, which appears to have been 
of the floth kind, is now no where to 
be found in exiftence. Perhaps the 
bones which are in the poffeflion of 
Mr. Jefferfon, and which were dug 
up in Virginia, may have belonged 
to an animal of the fame fpecies. 

Throughout all North-America 
and Siberia, bones of an enormous 
fize are to be found, which muft have 
belonged to an animal that has either 
buried itfelf from our view in the 
forefts beyond the Miffiflippi, or 
ceafed entirely to exift. Thefe bones 
are to be found at a great depth 
below the furface of the earth. 

What is the language of thefe 
facts? Certainly that this earth has 
undergone many important changes. 
But when, in additiwn to thefe facts, 
we confider the immenfe mafies of 
coal, which are to be found in every 
quarter of the globe, to fome thou- 
fand feet below its furface, and which 
evidently owe their formation to the 
decompofition of marine and terrine 
vegetables, thrown together by the 
currents of the ocean; and the ftu- 
pendous maffes of calcareous matter, 
compofed of the fhells of fea-fith, 
which are to be found from the fum- 
mits of the Alps to fome hundred feet 
below the city of Amfterdam; can 
the fmalleft veftige of a doubt remain 
in our minds, that the continents we 
inhabit have been formed, at the 
bottom of the ocean, out of the wrecks 
of others which are now no more. 

But there are minds of fo weak a 
ftru@ure that they cannot bear the 
dire& rays of truth. Suc .uinds are 
continually fearching, in the dark 
fables of antiquity, for truths which 
are only to be found by examining 
the operations of nature. For fuch 
minds, and for fuch minds only, I 
give the following extrac. 

In the life of Solon we are told, 
that while he was ftudying in Egypt, 
he was informed, by the Prieft of 


Sais, of an ifland which anfwers to 
what has fince been denominated the 
Atlantic Ifle. The flory went that 
the inhabitants of this ifland became 
fo powerful by fea, as to reduce Africa 
and Greece; that this celebrated 
ifland was placed beyond the pillars of 
Hercules, in the Atlantic Ocean ; and 
that its warriors nine thoufand years 
before Solon, lorded it over Lybia, as 
far as Egypt, as well as over Greece. 
This ifland was reprefented to Solon 
as larger than Europe and Afia; and, 
becaufe it was known that no ifland 
of fuch extent then exifted, they af- 
firmed that in an after period it fud- 
denly difappeared. 

Hence, I would infer, that the 
prefent continents have not been the 
firft in the order of time and that they 
will not be the laft. Others have 
exifted before them and others will 
exift after them. They refemble the 
fabulous Phenix, whofe offspring was 
faid to rife up from the ruins of its 
parent. 

But it will, perhaps, be urged that 
though fuch revolutions are plaufible 
in theory, they are too extenfive ever 


‘to have taken place. Why too exten- 


five? 
If ftars, in all probability the funs 
of other fyftems, which had remained 
ftationary for ages, have vanifhed 
from our view?—If new ftars have 
made their appearance in the firma- 
ment ?——If comets have been arrefted 
in their courfe ?—If new planets have 
been obferved to encircle our fyftem 
in their orbs /—why fhould we refufe 
to believe that this earth, a floating 
atom in the univerfe, has undergone 
thefe changes? changes which, to an 
inhabitant of the moon, provided with 
the beft optical inftruments, would be 
invifible; or, if vifible, would give 
him emotions fimilar to thofe pro- 
duced in the mind of the traveller 
who, in contemplating the Alps, 
fhould chance to behold a number of 
fmall hillocks thrown up by moles. 
What is the solution or formation 
of a continent in the ocean? Great 
beyond defcription ; fublime almoft 
beyond 
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beyond the boldeft flights of the moft 
daring imagination, I will acknow- 
ledge it to be, when compared with 
the other phenomena of this globe: 
but compare it with the rotation of 
our planetary fyftenr round the fun; 
with the flights of thofe comets which, 
in their courfe, {fpread terror, perhaps, 
through thoufands fuch fyftems as 
ours; with the revolutions performed 
by myriads of other fyftems round 
myriads of other funs—and it Tinks 
into nothing. It is like comparing 
the exiftence of the ephemeron, who 
receives its life with the rifing and 
its death with the fetting fun, with— 
eternity. 

In the midft then of the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, where commerce 
now triumphantly fpreads herfwelling 
canvas to the winds to waft luxury, 
corruption, and flavery to every quar- 
ter of the globe, in all probability 
two continents are already forming, 
which will, when thofe we now inha- 
bit fhall have diffolved away, rife up 
for the abode of man. There per- 


haps he fhall know an end to all 
thofe crimes which now inflict mifery 


on one half the human race. Tyranny 
fhall never there raife her iron fcourge 
for the punifhment of mankind ; juf- 
tice fhall lay afide her gore-dripping 
robes ; the fruits of the earth fhall 
never be embittered by the tears and 
blood of the much injured African 
torn from all that could render life 
dear to him and doomed to perpetual 
flavery in a foreign land, where, far 
from the fhades of his native plan- 
tain, his fighs and groans rife up to 
the bar of unerring juftice in judg- 
ment againft his unfeeling oppreffor ; 
avarice fhall never affume the mafk 
of religion and, under pretence of 
their worfhipping their God under an 
improper title, bury whole nations 
amidft the deftructive damps and 
noxious vapours of a mine, where, 
fhut up from the light of the fun 
and the enjoyment of thofe bleflings 
which nature has beftowed, with fo 
liberal a hand on their once happy 
country, they toil through a fhort, 
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but miferable exiftence, in extrating 
from the bowels of the earth imagi- 
nary wealth for their cruel tyrants ; 
and bigotry ard fuperftition {hall 
never unite in erecting an altar of 
human bodies to the honour of that 
being whofe delight is mercy: But, 


-on the very bafis that once fupported 


the Gothic dome of tyranny and fu- 
perftition, the Corinthian temple of 
liberty and reafon fhall be ereéted, 
and in it the congregated nations of 
the earth fhall with one voice pro- 
claim Peace, liberty, and bappiness to 
all mankind ! Ts Pe S, 
‘ 
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ON THE ALLOWANCE OF TIME WHICH 
IS COMMONLY? CALLED GRACE. 


BalLy fays, that “ days of Grace” 
(in commerce) are a certain number 
of days allowed for the payment of 
a bill of exchange, after it becomes 
due, which in England are three; 
the fame cuftom prevails in Pennfyl- 
vania refpecting bills and notes, and 
it is fo univerfally known, that we 
do not find it is attended with any 
inconvenience: But grace, applied to 
the time of holding courts, attending 
the meetings of incorporated inftitu- 
tions, &c. is not known, and hence 
great lofs is fuftained. 

It is true, that one of our judges 
lately told the jury, in a court of 
the United States, that he allowed 
ten minutes grace. What brought 
out the information was this: One 
of the jury, en a trial then depending, 
kept the whole court waiting a long 
time. When he came in he offered 
an apology, but the judge would not 
accept it, unlefs he would declare 
the reafon of his abfence upon his 
folemn oath. This he did, and 
gave as a reafon for not being fooner, 
that he was fick, which was held to 
be fufficient. Next day the judge 
himfelf was a few minutes too late; 
which the juryman in return took 
occafion to mention, obferving, that 
he kept the jury waitin~. Judge — 
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ftood correé&ted, and making fome 
pertinent obfervations on the variation 
of time pieces, faid very pleafantly, 
“ You know Mr. Moescosee the court 
allowed ten minutes grace.” They 
were both a little embarraffed on 
this occafion, for they were men of 
difcernment, and knew that‘an ob- 
fervance of the right time, was a 
reciprocal duty. The good effects 
of thefe rebukes were vifible, for I 
never faw a court in Philadelphia fo 
well attended through all its fittings, 
or with the fame punctuality. The 
very lawyers themfelves, who are 
taught to make defences at every 
point, could not the blow thus 
indire@tly levelled at them, through 
the fides of a juryman; and, which 
is fomething uncommon, they be- 
came very attentive to opening of 
the court, by which means the bufi- 
nefs thereof was greatly promoted. 
I would hope, in compaffion to the 
people, that a fimilar attention to 
the duty of obferving time, might 
become more apparent in other courts 
of juftice—In corporate inftitutions, 
which abound in Philadelphia, the 
minutes allowed for grace, are from 
fifteen to fixty; at the termination 
of which time, inftead of making a 
meeting, the company only begin to 
colleé&t. And what is the confequence? 
It is, that people who have bulinefs 
with them and are not acquainted with 
their cuftoms, rules, and bye-laws, 
often come and are obliged to return 
without doing any thing at all. 

At burials it is common for fome 
focieties tq move a corpfe in one 
hour after the invitation is given, 
among others in one hour and an 
half or two hours. By reafon of 
thefe abfurd cuftoms the company is 
wearied down with waiting. In 
fome inftances they ftand long on 
damp ground to the injury of their 
health. Ihave known it to be fo, 
and therefore my practice now is to 
come away, if the corpfe is not 
moved in one hour after the call. 

With referrees no fixed time of 
grace is afcertained. If you ftay 


late and keep your comrades waiting 
a great while, arguments arife upon 
what is grace? Each perfon defines 
it to be whatever is agreed on in 
the feveral companies or focieties of 
which he is a member ; thus all is a 
Jabyrinth of uncertainty ; and thus 
are we robbed of time, which is of 
more value than money. If this be 
grace, 1 would*banifh it from all 
courts, from all the banks, from all 
incorporated bodies, and from every 
religious and civil fociety of people, 
and always make the time of meeting 
hereafter the time appointed. Ce 
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Tbe Danger of using Vessels of Lead, 
Copper, or Brass, in Dairies. 


Many eminent phyficians have 
aflerted, that butter is very unwhole- 
fome ; while others, equally eminent, 
have confidered it as not only inno- 
cent, but as a good affiftant to digef- 
tion; and each have been faid to 
ground their opinions upon expe- 
rience. Perhaps both may be right; 
and butter may be innocent or mif- 
chievous, according as it contains 
many or few adventitious materials, 
colleted from veffels, &c. ufed in 
the procefs of making it. 

Iam led to thefe conjeCtures by 
obferving, that in almoft all the great 
dairies, the milk is fuffered to ftand 
in lead, brafs, or copper veilels, to 
throw up the cream. The clofenefs 
of the texture of thefe metals, and 
their coldnefs and folidity, contribute 
to feparate a greater quantity of 
cream from the milk than would be 
done by wooden trundles, or earthen 
pans, both of which are alfo fome- 
times made ufe of, 

As I with to eftablifh the poffibi- 
lity of the fa&t, that milk may cor- 
rode or diffolve particles of the veffels 
above mentioned, and therefore be 
liable to communicate pernicious 
qualities to the butter, I beg leave 
to fubmit the reafons from which I 
draw this conclufion. 

Whoever has been much in great 
dairies muft have obferved a pecul’- 
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arly four frowfy fmell in them, al- 
though they be ever fo well attended 
to in refpe& of cleanlinefs, &c. In 
fome, where the managers are not 
very cleanly, this fmell is extremely 
difagreeable, owing moftly to the 
corrupted milk. In fome it arifes 
from the utenfils being fcalded in 
the dairy, and in others, from a bad 
conftruction of the building itfelf, 
the want of a fufficient circulation of 
air, water, &c. but, in all, a great 
deal of the lighter or more volatiie 
parts of the milk fly off from the 
furface of the pans, and furnifh a 
great quantity of acid effluvia to the 
furrounding air and ceiling ; which 
is again depofited on every thing be- 
neath it, and, of courfe, often on 
the veffels, after they have been put 
by clean, at the times of their bein 
out of ufe. This may be obferv 
to give a dull fort of appearance to 
brafs and copper, as if you had 
breathed on them; for, if you rub 
your finger lightly over the veffels, 
you will have both the tafte and {mell 
of the metal. 

It alfo happens, fometimes, that 
after the veffels are wafhed, they are 
not carefully rinfed, nor perfeétly 
dried by the fire; fo that fome of 
the milk, &c. is left on the furface 
of them, which diffolves the metals, 
either by its animal, oily, or acefcent 
qualities. 

This is not the only way, nor the 
worft, by which the butter may be- 
come impregnated with mifchief. 
The greater the quantity of cream 
thrown up from the milk, the larger 
profits accrue to the dairy-man ; 
therefore he keeps it in the veffels as 
long as he can, and it is frequently 
kept till it is very four, and capable 
of acting upon them ; if they are of 
lead, a calx or fugar of lead is pro- 
duced; if of brafs or copper, ver- 
degris. 

It is true, the quantity cannot be 
very great; this however will depend 
upon the degree of fournefs, and 
length of time which the milk ftands ; 
but, independent of the acid, the 


animal oil in the cream will diffolve 
brafs and copper. 

That an acid floats in the atmo. 
{phere of a dairy, may be proved, by 
placing therein a bafon of fyrup of 
violets for a little time, which will 
be found to turn red. 

If then I am right in my conjec- 
tures, as I think I am, from the innu- 
merable experiments and obfervations 
which I have made to fatisfy myfelf 
of the faét, and which it would be 
trifling to relate here, may not the 
reputation of the wholefomenefs or 
unwholefomenefs of butter depend 
upon, or be owing to, fome of the 
above caufes? And may not many 
a cafual, nay obftinate complaint, 
which phyficians have in vain la- 
boured to account for, have origi- 
nated from this fource? Butter is 
found very frequently to occafion 
much diforder to very weakly, deli- 
cate, and irritable ftomachs, yet 
thefe ftomachs will bear olive-oil ; 
this cannot eafily be accounted for, 
but from metallic impregnation. 

I will not contend, that all the ill 
effets attributed to butter are caufed 
by the mineral particles which it 
gains by the means above ftated. I 
only infift that it is poffible, and in- 
deed very probable ; and that, when 
butter is free from thefe particles, it 
is not fo unwholefome as fome have 
afferted ; though, when it does con- 
tain them, it is found to diforder 
very tender perfons. 

o enlarge upon the fubjeé, or 
attempt to ¢xplain the many ways 
by which a‘ very fmall quantity of 
the above metals may prove injurious 
to the human frame, in fome parti- 
cular conftitutions, would be only to 
repeat what has already been faid by 
abler writers.* Some will perhaps” 
fay, that my ideas are very far- 
fetched, and others, that my opinions 
are ill founded; but, 1 truft, who- 

* See Sir George Baker’s pai on 
the effe&s of lead, in the Medica ° 
attions; Dr, Percival’s paper in the 
fame; and Dr. Falconer on copper 
veffels. 

ever - 
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ever has read the induftrious re- 
fearches of Sir George Baker on the 
effe&ts of lead, and the melancholy 
cafe of a young lady, who died from 
eating pickled famphire, very lightly 
impregnated with copper, and which 
others ate without being difeafed, 
as related by Dr. Percival, will re- 
ceive my opinions with lefs objection. 
If I have erred, I have done it in 
honourable company. 

I fhall be very glad if the forego- 
ing obfervations have fufficient influ- 
ence on the dairy-men to induce them 
to change their utenfils. Very com- 
modious veflels may be made of caft- 
iron, equally well fitted for the pur- 
pofes of the dairy, which will not 
be expenfive, and will be more in- 
nocent and cleanly. 


rE — —— 


A Composition to put on all Sorts of 
Skins, Paper, or Linen, for draw- 
ing or writing on with Pen and 
Ink, or Pencil, and rubbing clean 
off again.* 

AKE either vellum, parchment, 
very fine cloth, or paper, and ftretch 
it in a frame as tight as poflible. 
Then take twelve pounds of white- 
lead, and pound it very fine; add 
thereto one-third part of the beft 
plafter of Paris, and one-fourth part 
of the beft ftone-lime ; pound them 
well, mix them well together, and 
grind them very fine with water. 
Then take a new glazed veffel, and 
diffolve fix or feven pounds of the 
beft double fize, over a fire, and 
mix the above ingredients in this, 
till it is of fuch a confiftence as to 
lay on witha brufh. Then lay three 
or four layers on the fkin or cloth, 
as f{mooth as poffible; obferving 
that the fkin is dry each time, be- 
fore a fecond Jayer is put on. Then 
take the beft nut or linfeed oil, and 
to every pound of this oil add four 
ounces of the beft white varnifh, and 
mix them well together. ‘Then put 
on three or four layers of this oil, 


* This is what is called German aeses- 
shin. 


VotIl. No. 26. 


thus prepared, each time expofing it 
to the air till it is thoroughly dry: 
this is for the white fort. For a 
brown or yellow, add to every pound 
of the above, three or four ounces of 
the beft ftone-ochre, or orpiment, or 
Dutch pink, and three or four ounces 
of litharge. Thefe muft be well 
ground with very old linfeed-oil, and 
laid on, as fmooth as poffible, ten or 
twelve times ; expofing it each time 
to the air, to be thoroughly dry, 
before a fecond layer is put on: 
obferve you do not put it where any 
duft or dirt can fall upon it. It may 
be, by the fame procefs, altered to 
any colour : as for inftance ; toa red, 
by tinéturing it with vermilion, or 
the like; to a blue, by Pruffian blue; 
and for a biack, by pounding flate, 
grinding it very fine, and mixing with 
it as much ivory-black as will turn it 
to a fine black colour. When it is tho- 
roughly dry, you may write on it with 
a flate-pencil, or black or red lead. 
re - 
Tothe Editorsof the Weekly Magazine. 
ON PRESERVING TREES FROM CATER- 
PILLARS. 


LOOKING over the laft number 
of your ufeful Magazine, I obferved 
“a fimple mode of preferving trees 
from caterpillars,” &c. Speaking 
of the caterpillar the “ Citizen” fays, 
that “ in its worm and chryfalis ftate 
it is utterly unproductive, and when 
a butterfly it lays all its eggs, before 
it makes ufe of its wings: hence it 
can never obtain poffeffion of a tree 
but by a@ually crawling thereto and 
climbing thereon—unlefs, indeed, 
fome ftrange accident or fome mif- 
chievous hand fhould tranfport to 
the tree the eggs of this deitructive 
animal,” &c. 

With due deference to the “ Citi- 


zen’s” obfervation this is not the 


cafe. The fact is, that the flies 
come’ (it is not my enquiry froin 
whence) and lay their eggs on the 
leaves. By the influence of heat and 
moifture worms or caterpillars are 
produced from the eggs. In their 
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embryo or worm ftate they feed on 
and deftroy the leaves, and in the 
courfe of a few days, after having 
coinpletely deftroyed the trees, take 
Wing and fly off. If the caterpillars 
were produced on the earth, his me- 
thod of encircling the tree with tar, 
to prevent their mounting thereon, 
might be effectual; but as they do 
not breed on the ground, but on the 
leaves themfelves, His fimple mode of 
preferving the trees will anfwer no 
good purpofe. . 

I collected a number of the worms 
that were, this feafon, crawling on 
the trees, in the State-Houfe yard; 
and, after having kept them for three 
or four days, I found they turned into 
a {mall buy-like fly with longitudinal 
black and yellow ftriped backs. 

They have taken wing and, no 
doubt, will return with the return of 
the leaves, depofit their eggs, and 
again continue their round of de- 
ftruction. 

Could any cheap and eafy method 
be difcovered to check their ravages 
it would be a very defirable thing. 
As for myfelf, alas! 1 do not poffeds 
a fingle tree, yet I can lounge in 
their fhade, and have no with to fee 
them deftroyed. They are highly 
ornamental, and according to the 
chemifts take in azote (or impure air) 
and give out oxygene (or pure air) 
in a large proportion. ‘Thus the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms la- 
bour for each other’s advantage, ‘and 
of courfe trees muft be healthful. 

I may farther obferve that thefe 
worms will be found, firft on the 
leaves, fo fmall and fo inative that 
it requires accurate obfervation to 
difcover whether they are, or are not 
alive. Cut off a branch, preferve it, 
and you will find them feeding and 
growing larger every daye When 
they become ftrong, inftead of afcend- 
ing they will be found defcending in 
thouifands in queft of new prey, and 
will attack thofe trees in their vici- 
nity. This may have given rife to 
the idea of their mounting ‘he trees 
inflead of being bred thereon, 1 
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wih the “ Citizen,” would take no- 
tice of thefe facts, if it can be fhewn 
they are unfounded, the writer will 
willingly renounce his errors. 

* Audi alteram partem” from a 
collifion of obfervations, a preventa- 
tive may be found out. Fe We 

Philadelphia, Fuly 23, 1798: 
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‘A Review of a Memoir concerning the 


fascinating Faculty which bas been 
ascribe! to the Rattle-Snake and 
other American Serpents. 

[By Benjamin Smitru Barron, M. D. 
Profeflor of Natural Hiftory and Bo- 


tany in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, 
&e. &e. 8vo.]} 


[Concluded from page 374. ] 


HAVING thus difpofed of the 
doétrines of fome of his predeceffors, 
Dr. Barton proceeds to fay: “ The 
refult of not a little attention to the 
fubject has taught me, that there is 
bat one wonder in the bufinefs;— 
the wonder that the ftory fhould ever 
have been believed by a man of 
underftanding, and of obfervation.” 
—Fafcination, we are informed, is 
almoft entirely limited to birds that 
build low, and “ in almoft every 
inftance, FE found that the fuppofed 
fafcinating faculty of the ferpent was 
exerted upon the birds at the particu- 
lar feafon of their laying their eggs, 
of their hatching, or of their rearing 
their young, ftill tender, and defence- 
lefs. 1 now began to fufpec, that 
the cries and fears of birds fuppofed 
to be fafcinated originated in an en- 
deavour to protect their neft or young 
My enquiries have convinced me that 
this is the cafe.” 

Dr. Barton thus comments on the 
latter circumitance: 

“ T have already obferved, that the 
rattle-{nake does not climb up trees. 
But the black-fnake and fome other 
fpecies of the genus coluber do. 
When impelled by hunger, and inca- 
pable of fatisfyimg it by the capture 
of animals on the ground, they begin 
to glide up trees or bufhes, upon which 
a bird has its neft. The bird is not 
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ignorant of the ferpent’s object. She 


leaves her neft, whether it contains 


eggs or young ones, and endeavours 
to oppofe the reptile’s progrefs. In 
doing this, fhe is a€tuated by the 
ftrength of her inftin¢tive attachment 
to her eggs, or of affection to her 
young. Her cry is melancholy; her 
motions are tremulous. She expofes 
herfelf to the moft imminent danger. 
Sometimes, fhe approaches fo near 
the reptile that he feizes her as his 
preye But this is far from being 
univerfally the cafe. Often, fhe com- 
pels the ferpent to leave the tree, and 
then returns to her neft.* 

“ It is a well known fad, that 
among fome fpecies of birds, the fe- 
male, at a certain period, is accuf- 
tomed to compel the young ones to 
leave the neft; that is, when the 
young have acquired fo much ftrength 
that they are no longer, entitled to 
all her care. But they {till claim 
fome of her care. Their flights are 
awkward, and foon broken by fatigue. 
They fail to the ground, where they 
are frequently expofed to the attacks 
of the ferpent, which attempts to de- 
vour them. In this fituation of affairs, 
the mother will place herfelf upon a 
branch of a tree, or buth, in the vici- 
nity of the ferpent. She will dart 
upon the ferpent, in order to prevent 
the deftruction of her young: but fear, 
the inftine of feif-prefervation, will 
compel her to retire. She leaves the 
ferpent, however, but for a fhort time, 
and then returns again. Oftentimes, 
fhe prevents the deftruction of her 
young, attacking the fnake, with her 


“«* Horace, though he has not, like 
his contemporary, Virgil, given any 
great proofs of his knowledge in natu- 
ral hiltory, appears to have known, full 
well, the anxiety of birds for the prefer- 
vation of their young: 


‘ Ut affidens implumibus pullis avis 

Serpentium allapfustimet.’ Zpod. r. 

*“ The author of thefe two fine lines, 
had he lived in America, the land of 
fafcination, would, I am inclined to 
think, have difbelieved the whole ftory. 
They would have been a clue to light 
and truth on this fubjec.” 


wing, her beak, or her claws. Should 
the reptile fucceed in capturine the 
young, the mother is expofed to lefs 
danzer. For, whilft engaged in fwal- 
lowing them, he has neither inclina- 
tion nor power to feize upon the old 
one. But the appetite of the ferpent- 
tribe is great: the capacity of their 
ftomachs is not lefs fo. The danger 
of the mother is at hand, when the 
young are devoured. The fnake feizes 
upon her: and this is the cataftrophe, 
which crowns the tale of fafcination !” 

This memoir ftill contains two faéts 
deferving the notice of our readers: 

“ Some years fince, the ingenious 
Mr. Rittenhoufe was induced to fup- 
pole, from the peculiar melancholy 
cry of a red-winged-maize-thief,t 
that a fnake was at no creat diftance 
from it, and that the bird was in dif- 
trefs. He threw a ftone at the place 
from which the cry proceeded, which 
had the effet of driving the bird 
away. The poor animal, however, 
immediately returned to the fame fpot. 
Mr. Rittenhoufe now went to the 
place where the bird alighted, and, 
to his great aftonifhment, he found it 
perched upon the back of a large 
black-fnake, which it was pecking 
with its beak. At this very time, 
the ferpent was in the act of fwal- 
lowing a young bird, and from the 
enlarged fize of the reptile’s belly it 
was evident that it had already fwal- 
lowed two or three other young birds. 
After the fhake was killed, the old 
bird flew away. 

“ Mr. Rittenhoufe fays that the 
cry and actions of this bird had been 
precifely fimilar to thofe of a bird 
which is faid to be under the fafcina- 
ting influence of a ferpent; and I 
doubt not that this very inftance 
would, by many credulous perfons, 
have been adduced as a proof of the 
exiftence of fuch a faculty. But 
what can be more evident than the 
general explanation of this cafe? The 
maize-thief builds its neft in low 

« + Commonly called, in Pennfylva- 
nia, the Swamp-Black-bird. It is the 
Oriolus pheniceus of Linnzus.”’ 
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bufhes,. the bottoms of which are the 
ufual haunts of the black-fnake. The 
reptile found no difficulty in gliding 
up to the neft, from which, moit 
probably in the abfence of the mother, 
it had taken the young ones. Or it 
had feized the young ones, after they 
had been forced from the neft, by the 
mother. In either cafe, the mother 
had come to prevent them from being 
devoured.” — . 

“ A black-fnake fometimes finds 
great difficulty in obtaining his prey 
upon a tree. In fupport of this affer- 
tion, I could adduce many facts. But 
my memoir has already exceeded 
the limits which I originally pre- 
fcribed to it. I hall content myfelf, 
therefore, with relating a folitary 
fact, which ftrikingly illuftrates my 
pofition. 

“ A black-fnake was feen climbing 
up a tree, evidently with the view of 
procuring the young birds in the neft 
of a baltimore-bird. This bird, it 
has been already obferved, fufpends 
its neft at the extremity of the branch 
of atree. The branch to which the 
bird, of which I am fpeaking, had 
affixed its neft, being very flender, 
the ferpent found it impoflible to come 
at the neft by crawling along it: he, 
therefore, took the advantage of ano- 
ther branch, which hung above the 
neft, and twifting a {mall portion of 
his tail around it, he was enabled by 
ftretching the remainder of his body, 
to reach the neft, into which he infi- 
nuated his head, and thus glutted his 
appetite with the young birds.” 


——<——— 


SINGULAR METHOD OF EMPLOYING 
DOGS IN HOLLAND. 


[From the Second Volume of Mr. Pratt’s 
Gleanings. } 


THE very dogs of Holland are “N 


conftrained to promote the trade of 
the republic, infomuch, that fave the 
reat dogs of falhion and ftate, which 
run before or after their lords’ and 
Jadies’ equipages; and, in imitation 

eften of their betters, are above be- 
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ing of any ufe; there is not an idle 
dog of any fize in the feven provinces, 
You fee them in harnefs at all parts 
of the Hague, and foine other towns, 
tugging at barrows, and little carts, 
with their tongues almoft {weeping 
the ground, and their poor hearts 
almoit ready to beat through their 
fides. Frequently three, four, five, 
and fometimes fix abreait, carrying 
men and merchandife, with the {peed 
of little horfes. And in your walk 
from the Hague gate to Scheveling, 
you encounter, at all hours of the day, 
an incredible number loaded with fifh 
and men, under the burthen of which 
they run off at a long trot, and fome- 
times (when driven by young men or 
boys) at full gallop, the whole mile 
and an half, which is the diftance 
from gate to gate; nor, on their 
return, are they fuffered to come 
empty, being filled not only witi the 
aforefaid men or boys, (for almoft 
every Dutchman hates walking when 
he can ride, though haif a mile) but 
with fuch commodities as cannot be 
had at the village —I have feen thefe 
poor brutes, in the middle of fummer, 
urged beyond their force, till they 
have dropped on the road to gather 
ftrength; whick is feldom the cafe, 
however, except when they have the 
misfortune to fall under the manage- 
ment of boys; for the Dutch are the 
fartheft from being cruel to their do- 
meftic dumb animals, of any people 
in the world; on the contrary, a Hol- 
lander, of whatever rank, is fo merci- 
ful unto his beaft whether horfe, dog, 
cow, &c. that they are the objects of 
his marked attention, as ileek fkins, 
happy faces, and plump fides, fuffi- 
ciently demonftrate. The cows, and 
oxen for draft, they rub down, curry 
and clean, till they are as glofly as 
the moft pampered feed in England, 
ay, you frequently fee them with a 
light fancy drefs, to guard them from 
the flies and other annoying animal- 
cula in the meadows, which are the 
fineft in the world, and in a warmer 
fuit of clothes during the winter; 
even thefe canine flaves look hale and . 

well 











well as to condition, and being habi- 
tuated to labour, feel little hardfhip 
in ite Happy, however, thrice happy 
is the dog who has the luck to be born 
of humbler and lowly parents, and 
is facred, by his infignificance, from 
labour. Like many a man, who, hav- 
ing neither talents nor fize for a hero, 
derives many a {fnug enjoyment from 
his unfitnefs to take an active part in 
the toils of ambition. But dogs of 
this defcription have yet greater pri- 
vileges in Holland than you imagine. 
Like other little things, they are held 
precious, and fo fondled and patted, 
that either a lap-dog, or a lover in 
England, where thofe animals, you 
know, are fometimes neglected, as 
indeed, in that country are all favou- 
rites, might envy them; for, if you 
think a Dutch woman and a beauti- 
ful woman are incompatible, you are 
miftaken. 

In my firft vifit (a winter one) to 
the Hague, I entered into the inter- 
efts of thefe poor day-labouring dogs 
fo truly, that I wondered they did 
not go mad, or that I did not hear of 
the canine diftraction more in this 
country than in ours; and on being 
told there were certain times (the 
dog-days) when a heavy fine was to 
be paid upon any dog being feen in the 
ftreet, 1 fuppofed this was the cafe, 
till the fummer following, being at 
this delightful feafide village of Sche- 
veling, 1 obferved, feveral times in 
the day, thefe draught dogs breught 
down to the beach and bathed; a 
practice which no doubt equally pre- 
vented them from the dreadful difor- 
der beforementioned, and gave them 
ftrength to go through their work. 

It is fortunate alfo, that Holland 
is a country fomewhat prone to be 
ftri&t in the ceremonies of religion, 
by obfervance of which, the dogs, 
like their mafters, find the feventh a 
day of unbroken reft: for “ Sunday 
fhines a fabbath day to them.” The 
firft impreilion (which is allowed a 
grand point, you know) being much 
in favour of thefe induftrious crea- 
tures, I had an eye on them, as well 
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in the hours of their repofe as toil; 
and felt my heart warm to fee feveral, 
whom I had obferved very heavily 
laden on the Saturday, taking a found 
nap, out-{tretched and happy at their 
mafters’ doors; on the day in which 
their leifure is even an allotment and 
bounty of Heaven. All the morning 
and afternoon they have remained 
bafking in the fun or in the fhade, in 
profound tranquility, while a number 
of unthinking whelps, and lazy pup- 
pies, who had been pafling their time 
in idlenefs all the week, were playing 
their gambols in the ftreet, not with- 
out a vain attempt to wake the teniors, 
and make thei join in their amufe- 
ment. Toward evening, I have, in 
my funfetting rounds, been much 
pleafed to notice the honeft creatures 
fit at their refpective threfholds, look- 
ing quite refrefhed, giving occafion- 
ally into a momentary frolic, and the 
next merning returning to the labours 
of the week abfolutely renewed. 


— 


Me DE SAUSSURE’S CELEBRATED 
EXPEDITION TO MONT BLANC. 


"THERE are few readers who have 
not heard fomething of M. de Saus- 
sure’s celebrated expedition to Mont 
Blanc in the year 1787. No man of 
feience had ever attempted to afcend 
this formidable mountain before him, 
and many thought it impracticable — 
We have not fufficient room to pre- 
fent to our readers all the particulars 
of this undertaking: we fhall, howe- 
ver, cal! to their attention a few lead- 
ing circumftances attending it; and 
fuch as will enable them to judge both 
of its danger and its utility. Being 
arrived at Chamouni, a village at the 
bafe of the mountain, M/. de Saussure 
was detained by continual rains for 
four weeks; after which he fet out on 
the 1ft of Auguft 1787, accompanied 
by a fervant and eighteen guides, who 
carried the pliilofophical inftruments 
and the tents, and other apparatus 
neceflary for the intended experi- 
ments. Though the diftance trom 
the priory of Chamouni to the fummit 
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of Mont Blanc is little more than 
two leagues in a ftrait line, yet to 
aicend it has always required eighteen 
hours at leaft, on account of the dif- 
ficulties of the road, as well as the 
neceflary circuits) To be perfectly 
at liberty with regard to the {pots 
on which he wifhed to pafs the 
nights, he had a tent carried with 
hime The firft day’s journey was 
exempt from all danger: but the 
fecond required great caution. In 
the evening, they pitched their tent 
on an extenfive plain of fhow. The 
guides began to {coop the place where 
they intended to pafs the night, but 
very foon experienced the effects of 
the rarefied air; the barometer having 
fallen to 17 inches, 10 lines 23. Seven 
or eight hours walk, which they had 
juft performed, had not, in the leaft, 
affected thofe hardy men:—but they 
had fearcely raifed up five or fix 
fhovels full of fnow, before they 
found it impoflible to continue, being 
obliged to take breath at very fhort 
intervals. M. de Saussure, though 
accuftomed to the atmofphere of 
mountains, and finding himfelf, as 
he confeffes, much better in it than 
in the air of plains, now felt exhaufted 
with fatigue, only by obferving his 
meteorological in‘truments. This un- 
comfortable fenfation was heightened 
by melting {now ; for the water which 
they had feen during their afcent 
would by this time be congealed; 
and the {mall chafing-difh which they 
had taken with them very flowly fup- 
plied twenty people languifhing with 
thirft. 

From the middle of this fnowy 
plain, not far below the top of Mont 
Blanc, the eye meets nothing but 
{now. The latter is pure, and of a 
dazzling brilliancy, forming on the 
higheft points a moft fingular contraft 
with the fky; which, in thefe exalted 
regions, appears almoft black. No 
living creature is feen there, nor any 
trace of vegetation: it is the abode 
of froft and filence. On the laft flope 
leading to the fummit, the air became 
fo rarefied that Af, de Saussure could 


not take fifteen or fixteen fteps with. 
out {topping for breath; and between 
whiles he even felt faintifh; fo that 
he was compelled to fit down, until, 
refpiration returning, his ftrength was 
revived. On his arrival at the top, a 
flight vapour, fufpended in the infe- 
rior regions of the air, prevented him 
from beholding the lower and more 
diftant objects, fuch as the plains of 
France and Lombardy: but that lofs 
he did not much regret, being delight- 
fally furprifed with a moft diftinét and 
comprehenfive view of all thofe ele. 
vated fummits, with the organization 
of which he had fo long defired to 
be acquainted. He could fearcely 
believe his eyes, thinking it a dream, 
when he faw beneath his feet thofe 
majeftic fummits, the formdable 
Aiguilles, le Midi, l’Argentiere, and 
le Géant; the very bales of which 
had been fo difficult and dangerous 
for him to afcend. He feized in his 
mind their local relation, conneétion, 
and ftructure. .A fingle glance re. 
moved doubts which whole years of 
labour had not been able to clear up. 
During this time his guides pitched 
the tent, and prepared the fmall table 
on which he was to make the experi- 
ment of the ebullition of water:— 
but, when he was about to fix his 
inftruments in order to take obfervae 
tions, he found himfelf every inftant 
neceffitated to difcontinue his move- 
ments, and folely to occupy himfelf 
with preferving his breath. Confi- 
dering that the barometer ftood only 
at fixteen inches one line, and the air, 
confequently, poffefling little more 
than half of its wonted denfity, it is 
manifeft that the deficiency was to be 
fupplied by more frequent infpira- 
tions. This frequency, of courfe, 
accelerated the circulation of the 
blood ; efpecially as the arteries were 
no longer aCtuated from without by 
a prefiure equal to that which they 
ufually experience. The whole party, 
alfo, were feverifhe When M. de 
Saussure kept perfectly quiet, he only 
felt rather uncomfortable, and a flight 
difpofition to be fick: but, on any 
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exertion, or when he fixed his atten- 
tion for a few fucceflive moments, 
and particularly when, by ftooping, 
he compreffed his cheft, the neceflity 
recurred of refting himfelf, and re- 
fpiring for two or three minutes. 
His guides experienced fimilar fenfa- 
tions. They felt no appetite, and did 
not care ever for wine or brandy, 
having found that ftrong liquors in- 
creafed the above indifpofition,—no 
doubt, by quickening the circulation 
of the blood. Nothing but freth 
water was coveted and relifhed, yet 
both time and exertion were required 
to light the fire, without which it 
was impoffible to obtain any. He 
ftaid, however, on the fummit of 
Mont Blanc from eleven A. M. till 
half after three o’clock in the after- 
noon; and though he loft not a mo- 
ment, it was found impracticable to 
make, during that time, all the expe- 
riments which he had often completed 
in lefs than three hours by the fea- 
fide. He is fatisfied that his indif- 
pofition, and that of the whole party, 
arofe from the rarefied air alone, and 
not from wearinefs; as he felt no 
{fymptoms of illnefs while defcending 
the mountain, though it was attended 
with confiderable fatigue. He is 
even of opinion that the relative 
height, at which thofe fymptoms 
began to appear, is perfetly propor- 
tioned to the conftitution of every 
individual. As to himfelf, he con- 
tinues well while only 1900 toifes 
above the furface of the fea, but 
begins to feel uncomfortable when 
rifing beyond that proportion. His 
defcent was much eafier than he had 
expected. 

Thofe who undertake fimilar expe- 
ditions are generally advifed, when 
paffing by the brink of fome precipice, 
not to notige it: but AZ. de Saussure, 
from his long experience, makes fome 
exceptioa to this advice. Before the 
travellerenters on any hazardous path, 
he fhould (ia the author’s opinion) 
contemplate the precipice, amd, as it 
were, fatiate himfelf with it, until 
all its cifect on the imagination be 


fpent, and the eye is accuftomed to 
look at it with indifference :—for, 
when the path runs narrow, it is im- 
poilble for him to choofe his ftep, 
without perceiving, at the fame time, 
the precipice; and, if the view of it 
fhould too fuddenly ruth on his eye, it 
might ftrike and difcompofe him to 
fuch a degree as to become fatal. This 
rule of conduct in dangers appears 
to M. de Saussure applicable to the 
moral as well as the phyfical world. 
Men of fcience will read with 
fatisfaction the interefting miacralo- 
gical, meteorological, and botanical 
ebfervations which our author had 
an opportunity of making on Mont 
Blanc :—but we lament that we can- 
not extract a few of them. 
Nothwithftanding the great eleva- 
tion of the upper regions, he met, 
not far from the fummit a grey pda- 
lana, and a myrtillus; and of plants 
the silene acaulis and feveral lichens; 
e- ge the su/pburens and the rupestris. 
An opinion, which is very com- 
mon, with refpect to the change of 
the fenfes of {melling and tafte fup- 
poled to take place on high moun- 
tains, is confuted by our author. He 
tried the experiment on different 
mountains, and both the tafte and the 
fmell of bread, wine, meat, and fruit, 
appeared to him and to his attendants 
not at all different. As to sound be- 
coming weaker, this circumftance is 
not to be attributed to any impaired 
ftate of the organ of hearing, but to 
the rarefied air, which both reffts 
lefs and vibrates lefs. Befides, on an 
infulated fummit, there are no echoes, 
nor folid objects to repel the found. 
Thefe concurring caufes rendered the 
founds on the top of Mont Blanc 
remarkably feeble ; the report of a dif- 
charged piftol being equal in ftrength 
ouly to that of a finall Chinefe cracker 
let off in a room.—-It was not till the 
firft night after having quitted the 
fummit, that 4. de Saussure could en- 
joy the fatisfaction of having accom- 
plifhed a defign which he had formed 
twenty-feven years ago, when he 
made his firft journey to Chamouni 
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in 1760; it had been a conftant 
fubje&t of care and inquietude to 
his family, which made him often 
relinguifh the fcheme. The idea, 
however, of vifiting this mountain 
ftill haunted his mind, and was in 
fome degree become a malady; he 
never turned his eyes towards Mont 
Blanc, which is vifible from fo many 
places in the environs of his ufual 
refidence, without experiencing a 
painful fenfation. At the moment 
of his arrival on the top of the moun- 
tain, his pleafure was not complete; 
it was lefs fo when he defcended; he 
then revolved in his mind only what 
he had not been abie to perform:— 
but, when, after having thoroughly 
recovered from his fatigue, he reca- 
pitulated, in the ftillnefs of the night, 
the obfervations which he had made; 
and efpecially when he had traced 
the magnificent picture of the moun- 
tains which he carried away engra- 
ven on his mind; when he recollected 
his well-grounded hopes of accom- 
plifhing on Col de Géant what he 
had been unable, and what, perhaps, 
would ever be impoflible for any one, 
to perform on Mont Blanc; he felt a 
true and unmitigated fatisfacton. 
— 
ON THE CUSTOM OF KISSING HANDS. 
[By D'Ifraeli.} 


A FRENCH academician has 
amufed himfelf with collecting feve- 
ral hiftorical notices of this cuftom ; 
and of which I fhall give a fummary, 
for the benefit of thofe who have had 
the honour of kiffing his majefty’s 
hand. It is not thofe who Lik the 
royal hand who could write beft on 
the cuftom. 

Mr. Morin fays, that this cuftom 
is not only very ancient, and nearly 
univerfal, but he alfo fhews that it 
has been alike participated betwixt 
religion and fociety. 

To begin with religion. He fhews 
that from the remoteft times, men 
faluted the fun, moon, and ftars by 
kifling the hand. Job affures us, 
that he was never given to this fuper- 
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ftition, xxxi. 26. The fame honour 
was rendered to Baal, Kings, i. 18; 
and various other inftances might be 
adduced. 

We now pafs to Greece; there 
all foreign fuperftitions were received. 
Lucian, after having mentioned vari- 
ous forts of facrifices which the rich 
offered the gods, adds, that the poor 
adored them by the fimpler compli- 
ment of kifling their hands. The 
fame author has given an anecdote 
of Demofthenes, which difplays this 
cuftom in its full light. Having been 
taken prifoner by the foldiers of Anti- 
pater, he afked to be fuffered to enter 
into a temple, near which they were 
pafling. When he entered he touched 
his mouth with his hands, which the 
guards took for an act of religion. 
He did it however more fecurely to 
{wallow the poifon he had prepared 
for fuch an occafion. He mentions 
other inftances. 

It paffed from the Greeks to the 
Romans. Pliny places it amongft 
thofe ancient cuftoms of which they 
were ignorant of the origin or the 
reafon. Perfons were treated as athe- 
ifts, who would not kifs their hands 
when they entered a temple. When 
Apuleius mentions Pfyche, he fays, fhe 
was fo beautiful that they adored her 
as Venus, in kiffing the right hand. 

This ceremonial action rendered 
refpectable the earlieft inftitutions of - 
Chriftianity. It was a cuftom with 
the primeval bifhops to give their 
hands to be kiffed by the minifters 
who ferved at the altar. 

This cuftom however, as a .reli- 
gious rite, declined with Paganifm. 

In fociety, our ingenious academi- 
cian confiders the cuftom of kiffing 
hands as effential to its welfare. It 
is a mute form which expreffes recon- 
ciliations, which intreats favours, or 
which thanks for thofe received. It 
is an univerfal language, which is 
intelligible without an interpreter ; 
which doubtlefs preceded writing and 
perhaps fpeech itfelf. 

Solomon fays of the flatterers and 
fuppliants of his time, that they ceafed 
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not to kifs the hands of their patrons, 
till they had obtained the favours 
which they folicited. In Homer we 
fee Priam kifling the hands and 
embracing the knees of Achilles, 
while he fupplicates for the body of 
Heétor. 

This cuftom prevailed in ancient 
Rome ; but it varied. In the firft ages 
of the republic, it appears that it was 
only practifed by inferiors, to their 
fuperiors; equals gave their hands, 
aud embraced. In procefs of time 
even the foldiers refufed to thew this 
mark of refpect to their generals; and 
their kifling the hand of Cato when 
he was obliged to quit them, was 
regarded as an extraordinary circum- 
” nee, at a period of fuch refinement. 

e great refpeét paid to the tri- 
‘anes, confuls, and dictators, obliged 
individuals to live with them in a 
more diftant and refpectful manner ; 
and inftead of embracing them as they 
did formerly, they confidered them- 
felves as fortunate if allowed to kifs 
their handss Under the emperors, 
kiffing hands became an effential 
duty, even for the great themfelves ; 
inferior courtiers were obliged to’ be 
contented to adore the purple, which 
they did by kneeling, touching the 
robe of the emperor by the right 
hand, which they afterwards carried 
tothe mouth. Even this was thought 
too free and at length they faluted 
the emperor at a diftance, by kifling 
their hands, in the fame manner as 
when they adored their Gods. 

It is fuperfluous to trace this cuf- 
tom in every country where it exifts. 
[t is practifed in every known coun- 
try, in refpec&t to fovereigns, and 
duperiors ; even amongft the negroes, 
and the inhabitants of the New 
World. Cortes found it eftablithed 
at Mexico, where more than a thou- 
fand lords faluted him, in touching 
the earth with their hands, which 
they afterwards carried to their 
mouths 


Thus whether the cuftom is prac- 
tifed by kiffing the hands of others 
from refpe&, or in bringing one’s own 
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to the mouth to falute, it is of all 
other cuftoms the moft univerfal. Mr. 
Morin very prettily concludes, by 
obferving. that this praétice is now 
become too grofs a familiarity, and 
it is regarded as a meannefs to kifs 
the hand of thofe with whom we are 
in habits of intercourfe ; and he thinks 
that this cuftom would be entirely 
loft, if lovers were not folicitous to 
preferve it in all ‘ts full power. 


——— 
For the Weekly Magazine. 


ON THE APRIBGING AND REVIVING 
OF USEFUL WORKS. 


A FEW thoughts on bocks have 
lately occurred to me, which, per- 
haps, have been often publifhed ; but 
I think, even a/republication of them 
will do no harms 

As there is nothing more valuable 
than time, would not important be- 
nefits refult from abridging the books 
containing ufeful information in every 
{cience? I do not mean in the partial 
manner of a dictionary maker or 
reviewer, though thefe have their 
advantages; but, Jet perfons who 
are qualified, like Dr. Johnfon, “ to 
tear the heart out of a book,” be em- 
ployed to give us a general and exact 
account of it. 

The bookfellers need not be afraid 
of this fcheme ; for all thofe writings, 
which are really important, on ac- 
count of ftyle and matter, would ftill 
be read, en gros, and furely no liberal 
minded man would wifh to fell us 
the chaff with the wheat. 

When we refleé& on the vaft num- 
ber of books which have been pub- 
lifhed, admired, and forgotten, it is 
to be prefumed that an attempt to 
refcue ufeful writings from oblivion 
will not be ridiculed or difcouraged. 
From the change of ftyle and peculiar 
modes of thinking many excellent 
works have become obfolete and to- 
tally loft to us. By this means we 
have been deprived of fome of the 
moft ufeful difcoveries in fcience, 
unlefs fome — perfon, trufting 
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tothe antiquity of the difcovery, 
veiled in uncouth or forgotten lan- 
guage, has produced it as an original 
of his own invention. 

To profit by the wifdom and im- 
provement of paft ages, it is neceflary 
to have their knowledge brought be- 
fore our view ; and to effect this, in 
the moft advantageous manner, I 
would refer to the following quota- 
tion from the pious and learned 
James Hervey’s letters to his friends, 
a book which places this truly gredt 
man in a moft amiable point of 
light. 

“ Methinks,” fays he, “ if a fub- 
fcription to modernize valuable au- 
thors, and thus refcue them from 
the pit of oblivion, was properly fet 
on foot by fome men of eminence, 
and the propofals well drawn up, it 
would meet with due encouragement. 
I have often wondered that fuch an 
attempt has never yet been made. 
How many excellent books of the 
Jaft century are now out of print, 
whilft fuch a number of ufelefs and 
pernicious writings are continually 
publifhed.” 

A Friend to Useful Improvements. 
Faly 24, 1798. 
—[— 
For the Weekly Magazine. 
MORE HINTS TO PAREXTS.* 


By a Lover of their Children. 


My mother told me Ben Franklin, 
(for at that time he was only Ben) 
told her “ That boy ought to be 
whipped.” I was then only five 
weeks old; when fix, I got it; and, 
at two months, I would wince and 
ftop crying if the only lifted the tail 
of her apron, for with that fhe beat 
me. 

My father died when I was fix 
years old; I remember he ufed to 
chaftife me. My mother thonght 
he was very fevere, for it was my 
practice to make a great noife that 
fhe might come and refcue me. 


* Occafioned by “ Hints to Parents” 
in No. 18, p. 139. 


More Hints to Parents. 


After my father’s deceafe,> my 
mother could not prevail on me, by 
any other means than blows, to fub- 
mit to her orders. At the age of 
eight years, I thought I was capable 
of taking care of myfelf and refolved 
not to obey her tyrannical injunétion 
of returning home diretly from 
fchool: I therefore determined to 
have my own way and brave correc- 
tion; for 1 expected, by repeated 
difobedience, to convince her that 
whipping was entirely ufelefs. 

Agreeably to this plan I ftaid away 
from home after f{chool, fully expeét- 
ing to be whipped: nor was I difap. 
pointed. 

I had obferved that, after having 
been corrected for a fault, I was fuf- 
fered to efcape for fome time ; hence, 
the next day, I was in doubts how it 
might fare with me for not returning 
from fchool as defired; but they 
were foon removed by a fevere 
threfhing. 

The next day, upon being releafed 
by my mafter, I went to Schuylkill 
to filh. I thought that if whipped 
this time, I had reckoned too much 
on my mother’s tendernefs ; that I 
fhould always be punifhed for dif- 
obedience ; and finally concluded I 
would give up the point and try it 
no longer. 

When I went home no notice was 
taken of my late arrival. This c:r- 
cumftance pleafed me much: I was 
conqueror. I retired to bed, and 
had juft fallen afleep, when my ty- 
rant of a mother entered my cham- 
ber, ftripped off the bed-clothes, and 
whipped me till I was obliged te cry 
for quarter. I ought to have men- 
tioned I had long made it a rule} 
never to cry or flinch when whipped, 
from a principle of revenge; but 
now it was fairly beaten out of me. 
I was fubdued, and, ever after came 
home from fchool as foon as it was 
done. 

When I was twenty-fix years of 
age I afked my dear mother if the 
remembered the three fucceflive 
whippings fhe had given me? 7 
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faid fhe did: that, contrary to the 
earneft folicitations of my aunt to 
fpare me, fhe gave me the third, al- 
though it almoft broke her heart; 
intending, if I did it again, to even 
let me goon, What a narrow efcape 
had I! Every ftroke was worth a 
guinea. 

My father was remarkably fteady : 
My mother was a religious, fober 
woman, uncommonly careful to keep 
her children from evil examples, de- 
termined, and refolute, She lived a 
widow till the time of her death, 

Iam now fifty years of age. I 
early tried the experiment of the 
birch on my firft child, At the age 
of feventeen months, fhe obftinately 
refufed doing fome fmall matter I 
bade her. I gave her three blows 
on her naked fkin and repeated my 
command. I continued to give her 
three at a time, until I had given 
eighteen, when fhe went and did as 
I had bidden her, From thz+ day to 
this fhe has been obedient, and her 
example of obedience has been fol- 
lowed by all my other children — 
Benjamin Franklin’s adyice has been 
ufefal to me, and, if judicioufly ap- 
plied, may fave many a man from 
ruin by TIMELY CORRECTION. 

Philad. 7mo. 16th, 1798. 


———— 
Tothe Editors of the Weekly Magazine, 
QUERIES RELATIVE YO FIRES, 


F ROM obfervations which I have 
made at fires, in the city of Phila- 
delphia, 1 am led to believe, that it 
does not follow that, becaufe we 
have b.-retofore done pretty well, we 
fhould not attempt improvement: 
believing therefore that the following 
queries, will at leaft do no harm, I 
fend them for infertion. 

1. Seeing that at a fire there is 
generally a great deal of confufion, 
would it not be leffened, by each 
perfon’s endeavouring to make as 
little noife as circumftances will ad- 
mit of ? 
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2» If a few perfons were to have 
the direction of forming lanes for 
the conveyance of water, of filling 
up vacancies by inviting others to 
fall in (not by throwing water on 
them), and directing the courfe of 
the lanes, would it not preferve more 
quiet than when there are fo many 
commanders ? 

3~ Are there not fometimes more 
engines brought into ufe at a fire 
than there is a real occafion for, and 
thus the water often diverted from 
the engine which is moft happily 
fituated ; on which account it often 
at intervals ftands ufelefs for want of 
a conftant fupply of water ? 

4 Early attention is paid to con- 
veying an engine to a fire; would 
equal attention to a ladder and fire- 
hook be unprofitable ? 

s- Goods are often removed to 2 
fuppofed place of fafety and there 
left; would it not be a great im- 
provement if fome trufty perfons 
were to watch them till the owner 
could take charge of them? 

6. Would not an advantage arife 
from the watchmen’s calling out the 
place, as well as Fire! ? : 

7. If each perfon owning fire. 
buckets were to give any boy a cent 
for each bucket he may bring home 
after a fire, and it were publicly 
known, would not the activity of 
the boys of this city prevent buckets 
being f{pread about the ftreets fo long 
as they ufually are? and, Confidering 
the damage which ‘hey often receive 
by being thus toiled about, might 
not this trifling expenfe in the end 
be a real faving? 

8. If committees from the different 
fire companies in the city and liber- 
ties were to meet annually, for the 
purpofe of confidering what regula- 
tions or improvements are neceflary 
for the extinguifhment of fire, and 
report to their refpective companies, 
might not fome ufeful regulations be 
fuggefted which would meet with 
the general approbation of the inha- 
bitants ? A CITIZEN. 


DEATH 





404 


DEATH OF SIR F¥OSHUA REYNOLDS. 


[From Malone’s Edition of his Works, 
lately Publithed. } 


For a very long period, Sir Jofhua 
Reynolds enjoyed an uninterrupted 
ftate of good health, to which his 
cuftom of painting, ftanding, (a prac- 
tice which, I believe, he firft intro- 
duced,) may be fuppofed in fome 
degree to have contributed ; at leaft 
by this means he efcaped thofe difor- 
ders which are incident to a fedea- 
tary life. He was indeed in the 
year 1782 diftrefled for a fhort time 
by a flight paralytic affection; which, 
however, made fo littie impreffion 
on him, that in a few weeks he was 
perfe&ly reftored, and never after- 
wards fuffered any inconvenience from 
that malady. But in July 1789, when 
he had very nearly finifhed the por- 
trait of lady Beauchamp, (now Mar- 
chionefs of Hertford,) the laft female 
portrait he ever painted, he for the 
firft time perceived his fight fo much 
affefted, that he found it difficult to 
proceed ; and in a few months aiter- 
wards, in fpite of the aid of the moft 
fkilful oculifts, he was entirely de- 
prived of the fight of his left eye. 
After fame ftruggles, left his re- 
maining eye fhould be alfo affected, 
he determined to paint no more ; 
which to him was a very ferious mif- 
fortune, fince he was thus deprived 
of an employment that afforded him 
conftant amufement, and which he 
loved much more for its own fake 
than on account of the great emolu- 
ments with which the practice of his 
art was attended. Still, however, 
he retained his ufual fpirits, was 
amufed by reading, or hearing others 
read to him, and partook of the fo- 
ciety of his friends with the fame 
pleafure as formerly ; but in October 
1791, having ftrong apprehenfions 
that a tumor accompanied with an 
inflammation, which took place over 
the eye that had perifhed, might 
affeé&t the other alfo, he became 
fomewhat hi. sigan Meanwhile he 


laboured er a much more dan- 
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gerous difeafe, which deprived him 
both of his wonted fpirits andhis 
appetite, though he was wholly un- 
able to explain to his phyficians the 
nature or feat of his diforder. Du. 
ring this period of great affliction to 
all his friends, his malady was by 
many fuppofed to be imaginary ; and 
it was conceived, that, if he would 
but exert himfelf, he could thake it 
off. This inftance, however, may 
ferve to fhew, that the patient beft 
knows what he fuffers, and that few 
long complain of bodily ailments 
without an adequate caufe; for at 
length (but not till about a fortnight 
before his death) the feat of his dif- 
order was found to be in his liver, 
the inordinate growth of which, as 
it afterwards appeared, had incom- 
moded all the fundctiens of iife ; and 
of this difeafe, which he bore with 
the greateft fortitude and patience, 
he died, after a confinement of near 
three months, at his houfe in Leicef- 
ter-Fields, on Thurfday evening, Fe- 
bruary 23, 1792+ 


————F 


GERMAN FONDNESS FOR GOOD- 
EATING. 


[From Townfon’s Travels in Hungary, 
A late Publication. ] 


THE markets next claim the atten- 
tion of the naturalift; and thefe, to 
the Vienna people, who are noted 
for being addicted a /a gourmandise, 
are things of the firft moment: a defi- 
ciency in livers of geefe and fmall 
birds might caufe a revolution, or be 
confidered as a fufficient caufe of 
delivering up the city if befieged. 
They are well fupplied. I have fome- 
times feen a {core of wild hogs, and 
a dozen of ftags in the game market 
at the fame time, and hares literally 
by cart-loads, with abundance of 
pheafants and partridges. 





The livers of geefe are efteemed a 
great delicacy: They are eaten ftewed. 
Some poulterers have a method of 
making them grow to an enormous 
fize. This is kept a fecret —— 
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the Jews, who are the principal feed- 
ers. I have been informed by different 
people, that the geefe are only kept 
in very fmall pens, where they cannot 
move, and are crammed chiefly with 
Indian wheat, and are allowed little 
or no water. This is as much a fub- 
ject of pathology as of economy: to 
an Englifh palate they are not fo 
good as calves’ liver. 

Some of the taine hogs that fupply 
the Vienna market ought to be par- 
ticularly noticed ; I mean thofe which 
come from the Turkith frontiers, from 
Bofnia and Servia. When they arrive 
at Vienna, though they have per- 
formed fo long a journey, they are 
fo fat as fearce to be able to walk, 
and can only travel a few miles in a 
day. They are the handfomeft of the 
hog kind, and apparently of a mild 
difpofition. What makes me parti- 
cularly mention them is their fkin, 
which is covered, exclufive of the 
ufual briftles, with a coarfe kind of 
wool, like that of the wild hog. 

[Of the cold-blooded animals, which 
form an important article in the cata- 
logue of German luxuries, we have the 
following account. } 

As an appendage to the fifh-market, 
is the tortoife, frog and fnail-market. 
There are two {pecies of tortoifes, 
the orbicularis, and the greca. The 
firft is confidered as the moft delicate ; 
it is the food of the opulent: one 
feven or eight inches long cofts about 
a fhilling. The latter is chiefly ufed 
for foup, and is fomething cheaper. 
When I faw thefe animals in the 
frofty weather, they fhewed no figns 
of life, and were lying in all direc- 
tions like fo many ftones; when I 
brought them into my room, they 
generally remained torpid, till they 
had been there a couple of hours. The 
market people know how to diftinguifh 
the males from the females, by the 
breaft-bone of the latter being more 
convex, viewed from without, than in 
the males ; hence they are thicker. 

Frogs are another delicacy. Both 
the edible, esculenta, and the com- 
mon frog, temporaria, are eaten; but 


the latter is much lefs efteemed, as its 
fiefh is not fo white. It is the hind 
legs which are in requeft: two pairs 
coft about three halfpence; they are 
therefore by no means a cheap difh. 
The fore legs and livers are mofftly 
ufed for foup. 

Thefe poor animals are brought 
from the country thirty or forty thou- 
fand at a time, and fold to the great 
dealers, who have confervatories for 
them. Thefe are large holes, four 
or five feet deep, dug in the ground, 
the mouth of which is covered with 
a board, and with ftraw in fevere 
weather. I have often vifited thefe 
confervatories in the hard froft, but 
never found their inhabitants quite 
torpid. When I placed them on their 
backs, they were. fenfible of the 
change, and had ftrength to turn 
themfelves. They get together in 
heaps, one upon another, inftinctively, 
and thereby prevent the evaporation 
of their humidity : no water is given 
them. I found many of them dead, 
but not for want of water, as I found 
this fluid in their bladder. Many I 
imagine had died of the injuries they 
had received during their captivity ; 
others, no doubt, by being arrived at 
that period at which the powers of 
life are feeble, and eafily deftroyea. 
There are only three great dealers: 
thefe fupply moft of thofe who bring 
them to the market ready for the 
cook. The fnail, belix pomatia, clofes 
the lift of maigre dithes. It is not 
eaten through economy, as feven of 
them, at the ¢raiteurs, are charged 
the fame as a plate of veal or beef. 
They are eaten boiled, fried in butter, 
and fometimes {tuffed with farce meat. 
The . fliminefs remains after being 
dreffed, yet they are confidered as a 
delicacy :!! but De gustibus non est 
disputandum. The greateft quantity 
and the fineft come from Suabiae The 
fondnefs of the good people of Vien- 
na for thefe things is no new capri- 
cious tafte; for Dr. Brown, who was 
here above a century ago, makes the 
remark in his travels, that, fince their 
markets were fo well provided, “ he 
was 







































was furprifed to meet with fome odd 
difhes at their tables, as guinea pigs, 
divers forts of {nails, and tortoifes.” 
a 
SUNDAY AMUSEMENTS IN BUDA. 
[From the Same. ] 


On Sundays and great feftivals, the 
public is entertained as at Vienna 
with the Hetze. .The proprietors 
have two very fine wild bulls. Th- 
day I was a fpetator of this polite 
and humane amufement ove was« 
turned out on the arena, and at the 
fame time an Hungarian ox: this 
attacked the former, but was imme- 
diately thrown down: but our Englith 
bulls would have difputed the ground 
with him to greater advantage: an 
Hungarian ox, and a dos ferus, are 
very unequally matched. ‘Then came 
a Raube bear; this is a bear that has 
been kept without food for feveral 
days, and rendered favage by hunger: 
and another bear being let out a battle 
enfued: the latter was fo much infe- 
rior in fize that the conteft did not laft 
long: the Raube bear kept the other, 
which feemed no ways f:rocious, 
down with his paws, and ftrangled 
him, by feizing him by the throat, and 
then carried him into his den. The 
great difparity in fize and ftrenzth 
rendered this a moftdifagreeable fight. 
The white Greenland bear afforded 
more entertainment. In the middle 
of the arena there was a {mall pool 
of water, with a duck in it. As foon 
as the bear came to the edge of the 
pool, the duck laid itfeif flat and 
motionlefs on the furface of the 
water: the bear leaped in, the duck 
dived, and the bear dived after it; 
but the duck efcaped, through its fu- 
perior diving. The next piece was a 
bold attempt of one of the keepers to 
wreftle with an ox. As foon as the 
keeper came upon the arena, the ox 
ran at hin. The man, who was not 
above the middle fize, feized his an- 
tagonift by the horns, who pufhed him 
indeed from one fide of the arena to 
the other, but could not tofs him. 
After the battle had lafted foie time, 
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and the ox had got the keeper: — . 
the fide of the arena, and might Have — 


hurt him, fome affiftants came 
difengaged him from the wall, a 
gave him his dagger, which he ims 
mediately {truck between the cervieal 
vertebra of his antagonift, which in, 
ftantly fell lifelefs to the ground; but, 
fmall convulfive motions continued 
for a minute or two. Ip this manner 
the oxen are killed by the butchers 
at Gibraltar, who, I am told, have 
learned it from their African neigh- 
bours. Might not the magiftrates of 
towns recommend this method to 
their butchers, and, if found better 
than the ufual manner of knocking 
them down, even compel them to 
adopt it? Every means of diminifhing 
the fufferings of the brute creation 
fhould be recommended, not only 
from humanity toward them, but for 
the fake of our own fociety. Men 


accuftomed to be cruel toward ani- 
mals, will require but a {mall induce- 
ment to be fo to their own fpecies, 
A lion came next upon the ftage, and 
one with all his native majefty: con- 
{cious of his ftrength, he looked un- 
duuntedly about, to fee if he had any 


opponent; but he was brought out 
only for fhow. From the hole in the 
upper pnt of the gate of the arena, 
a handkerchief was put out, and in- 
ftantly drawn back: he flew at this 
in an inftant. Some other animals 
were turned out, and were glad to 
get into their dens again. One of the 
keepers fhewed his addrefs in {pearing 
a wild boar, which ran at him as foon 
as he came on the arena. 


<P 


4 CURIOUS ANECDOTE IN NATURAL 
HISTORY, 
[From Lyfon’s Environs of London. 
Vol. 1V.] 
THE following accourit of a Canada 
goofe is fo extraordinary, that I am 
aware it would with difficulty gain 
credit, were not a whole parifh able 
to vouch for the truth of it. The 
Canada geefe are not fond of a poul- 
try-yard, but are rather of a rambling 
difpofition 


he 





fpofition: one of thefe birds was 
however, to oor itfelf, 
in the ftrongeft and moft affectionate 
manner, to ahoufe-dog; and would 

er quit the kennel except for the 
pote of feeding, when it would 
return again immediately. It always 
fat by the dog, but never prefumed to 
go into the kennel, except in rainy 
weather. Whenever thedog barked, 
the goofe would cackle, and run at the 
perfon fhe fuppofed the dog barked 
at, and try to bite him by the heels. 
Sometimes fhe would attempt to feed 
with the dog, but this the dog, who 
treated his faithful companion rather 
with indifference, would not fuffer, 
This bird would not go to rooft with 
the others at night, unlefs driven by 
main force; and when in the morn- 
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or her own food. The end of this 
faithful bird was melancholy; for 
when the dog died fhe would ftill keep 
poffeffion of the kennel; and a new 
houfe-dog being introduced, which 
in fize and colour refembled that 
lately loft, the poor goofe was unhap- 
pily deceived, and going into the ken- 
nel as ufual, the new inhabitant feized 
her by the throat and killed her. A 
fimilar affection was obferved between 
a cat and a pigeon, fome years ago, 
at the houfe of the late Robert James, 
Efq. of Putney, with this difference, 
that it appeared to be reciprocal. 
What rendered it more extraordinary 
was, that they were both found one 
day on the wall of the garden, and 
both became domefticated at Mr. 
James’, where they continued to be 





my ing fhe was oer into the _— fhe infeparable companions. 
st would never ftir from the yard gate, 
len but fit there the whole day in fight ~ 
ni- of the dog. At latt, orders were PRESENCE OF MIND OF A TRAVELLER. 
nasi given that fhe fhould be no longer IN the reign of Queen, Anne, a gen- 
oer molefted, but fuffered to accompany tleman was driving poft to London 
and the dog as fhe liked: being thus left over Hounflow-heath, when his chaife 
on to herfelf, fhe ran about the yard was {topped by two highwaymen, who 
Whe with him all night, and what is par- with dreadful imprecations called out 
any ticularly extraordinary, and can be to him to deliver his money. The 
ous attefted by the whole parifh, when- gentleman happened to have in the 
the ever the dog went out of the yard chaife, at the. time, cath, kc. to a 
My and ran into the village, the goofe very great amount, the lofs of which 
ie always accompanied him, contriving would have been his utter ruin. He 
this to keep up with him by the affiftance had not a minute to reflect, and yet, 
nals of her wings, and in this way of run- with aftonifhing compofure and pre- 
L to ning and flying, followed him allover fence of mind, he inftantly hit upon 
the the parifh. This extraordinary affec- an expedient which extricated him 
ring tion of the goofe toward the dog, from his danger: he told the robbers 
oon which continued till his death, two that his life was doubly in their hands, 
years after it was firft obferved, is as they might take it themfelves, or 
fuppofed to have originated from his deliver him into the hands of juftice, 
ean having accidently faved her from a out of which he could not be releafed 
fox in the very moment of diftrefs. but by death, as he was the unfor- 
‘i While the dog was ill, the goofe tunate general Macartney, for the 
. never quitted him day or night, not apprehending of whom, on account 
even to feed; and it was apprehended of the death of the Duke of Hamil- 
ada that fhe would have been ftarved to ton, the Queen had, by proclamation, 
am death, had not orders been given for offered fogreat a reward: he implored, 
gaia a pan of corn to be fet every day clofe therefore, their compaffion, and en- 
able tothe kennel. At this time the goofe treated them not to take his money, 
The generally fat in the kennel, and would as, by being deprived of the means 
oul not fuffer any one to approach it ex- of dune, he muft unavoidably be 
pling cept the perfon who brought the dog’s apprehended. The robbers confulted 
ion 
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for’a few minutes, and then informed 
him, that they had agreed to grant 
part of his requeft, namely, not to 
take his money from him; but on 
the other hand, as money was abfo- 
lutely neceflary for them, and as they 
could get more by apprehending than 
by robbing him, they faid he muft 
fubmit to be carried before fome ma- 
giftrate, as they were determined to 
deferve and claim the reward offered 
for his apprehenfion. The gentleman 
rejoiced at hearing the intelligence, 
and having been carried before “J uf- 
tice of the Peace, who happened to 
know the perfon of general Macart- 
ney, he was difcharged, not being 
the perfon—but the two highwaymen 
were, on his ftory, committed. 


—— 


POETICAL AND GRAMMATICAL 
DEATHS. 


IT will appear by the following 
anecdotes, that men have died poeti- 
cally and grammatically. 

There muft be fome attraction ex- 
ifting in poetry, which is not merely 
fictitious. It iscertain that its genuine 
votarifts have felt all its power, on 
the moft trying occafions. They have 
difplayed the energy of their mind, 
by compofing or repeating veries, 
even with death on their lips. 

The Emperor Adrian, dying, made 
that celebrated addrefs to his foul, 
which is fo happily tranflated by Pope. 

Salmafius, when young, ftruck with 
a moft dangerous malady, while he 
was preparing to die, compofed his 
epitaph in verfe. 

Patris a poet of Caen, perceiving 
himfelf expiring, compofed fome verfes 
which are juftly admired. In this 
little poem he relates a dream, in 
which he appeared to be placed next 
to a beggar, when having addreffed 
him in the haughty ftrain he would 
probably have employed on this fide 
of the grave, he receives the follow- 
ing reprimand, 

Ici tous font egaux ; je ne dois plus rien; 


Je fuis fur mon fumier comme toi fur le 
tien. 


Poetical and Grammatical Deaths. 


Here all are equal, here no duns combine 3 
I’m on my dunghill, as thou art on thine. 


Des Barreaux wrote on his death. 
bed that fonnet which is well known, 
and which is tranflated in the S 
tator. . 

Margaret of Auftria, when fhe was 
nearly perifhing in a ftorm at fea, 
compofed her epitaph in verfe. Had 
fhe perifhed, what would have be- 
come of the epitaph? And if the 
efcaped, of what ufe was it? She 
fhould rather have faid her prayers. 
Mutt pottefies rhyme even in ftorms 
at fea? 

Mademoifelle de Serment was fur- 
named the philofoper. She was ce- 
lebrated for her knowledge and tafte 
in polite literature. She died of a 
cancer in her breaft, and fuffered her 
misfortune with exemplary patience. 
She expired in finifhing thefe verfes, 
which fhe addrefied to death. 

Ne@are claufa fuo, 
Dignum tantorum pretium tulit illa labo- 
rum. 

Rofcommon, at the moment he 
expired, with an energy of voice 
(fays .his biographer) that expreffed 
the moft fervent devotion, uttered 
two lines of his own veriion of *“ Dies 
Ire!” 

Hume furnifhes me with an in- 
ftance more ftriking than any of the 
foregoing. Cornelius de Wit fell an 
innocent victim to popular prejudice. 
His death is thus noticed by our 
hiftorian. “ This man, who had brave- 
ly ferved his country in war, and 
who had been invefted with the high- 
eft dignities, was delivered into the 
hands of the executioner, and torn 
in pieces by the moft inhuman tor- 
ments. Amidft the fevere agonies 
which he endured, he frequently re- 
peated an ode of Horace, which con- 
tained fentiments fuited to his deplo- 
rable condition.” It was the third 
ode of the third book. It is difficult 
to reftrain our tears, on the dreadful 
fate of this illuftrious philofopher 
and ftatefinan. 

Such perfons realife that beautiful 
fiction of the ancients, who nace * 
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the fwans of Cayfter finging at their 
death. 

. The following anecdotes are of a 
different complexion ; they may per- 


- excite a fmile. 

ere Bouhours was a French gram- 
marian, who has been juftly accufed 
of paying too fcrupulous an attention 
to the minutiz of letters. He was 
more folicitous of his words than of 
his thoughts. It is faid, that when 
he was dying, he called out to his 
friends, (a correct grammarian to the 
laft) “ Fe VAS, ow je VAIS mourir ; 
Yun ou l'autre se dit !” 

When Malherbe was dying, he 
reprimanded his nurfe for making ufe 
of a folecifm in her language ! And 
when his confeffor reprefented to him 
the felicities of a future ftate in low 
and trite expreflions, the dying critic 
interrupted him, * Hold your tongue,” 
he faid ; “ your wretched ftyle would 
only make me out of conceit with 
them.” 

The favourite ftudies and amufe- 
ments of the learned La Mothe le 
Vayer, confifted in accounts of the 
moft diftant countries. He gave a 
ftriking proof of the influence of this 
mafter-paifion, when death hung upon 
his lips. A friend entering, and 
drawing the curtains of his bed to 
take his eternal farewell of him, the 
dying man turned to him, and faid 
with a faint voice, “ Well, what news 
have you from the Great Mogul?” 


TE —— 
4 WONDERFUL INFANY? GENIUSs 


[From late Travels by Count Stolberg.] 


WE faw a watch made by Mr. 
Auch, of Stutgard ; a fcholar of the 
minifter, Hahn. He is only fix-and- 
twenty ; yet, in the opinion of fome, 
he already furpaffes his mafter. ‘This 
watch.contains the divifions of time, 
from a fecond to a century. On the 
eppofite fide, on a clouded azure 
ground, is feen the courfe of the fun 
and the moon with its nodes and 
eclipfes. The artift means to improve 
this watch, and defcribe the courfe of 
Vor Ik. No. 26. 
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Venous ; as a morning and an evening 
ftar. ‘The price of the watch is only 
three ‘undred rix dollars; which is 
but about half the fum paid for an 
Englith time-keeper ; and which does 
not defcribe the courfe of the hea- 
venly bodies. 

This artift has likewife conftructed 
an arithmetical machine, that works 
the moft difficult queftions, with im- 
credible expedition, by the aid of a 
comprehentive table: in about five 
hours he worked all the fums from 
eleven times eleven’ to one hundred 
and {ixteen times a hundred and {ix- 
teen; while an expeditious writer 
could fcarcely copy the products faft 
enough. 

“ Mr. Auch is now (1790) five- 
and-twenty years old ; and is the fon 
of a peafant of Wurtemberg. When 
a child, about the age of four or five, 
he often rofe with the fun ; and dili- 
gently employed himfelf in mechani- 
cal purfuits) He conducted water 
through tubes of elder; dug wells ; 
made conduits of quills ; and, about 
his fixth year, made a pendulum 
clock, from fhingles, with a kind of 
Englith cégs; which would go tolera- 
bly for a quarter of an hour. In his 
tenth year, he wifhed his fchool- 
mafter to teach him arithmetic: in 
which requeft he was not indulged. 
At eleven, he was permitted to ftand 
in a corner, while the teacher heard 
the other fcholars their leffons ; all of 
whom he foon excelled, and was ofteri. 
cited, by the mafter, as an exainple, 
and as capable of working fums too 
difficult for the other pupils. His fa- 
ther wifhed to bind him apprentice to 
a barber: but for this the boy had 
no inclination. 

“ At lait he was brought acquaint- 
ed, by his own paftor, with the Rev. 
Mr. Hahn; at Kornweftheim, near 
Ludwigfburg ; who found in him a 
{cholar as, apt to learn as he was 
thankful for inftruction. He afterward 
quitted his teacher, amd refided at 
Vailingen ; a finail town in the pro- 
vince of Wurtemberg ; where he mar- 
ried and lived highly refpected for 
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his talents and his morals. He em- 
ployed his leifure hours in reading ; 
mutch to the improvement of his heart, 
and underftanding. Aftronomical 
knowledge was that which he moft 
eagerly endeavoured to acquire. He 
conftruéted a meridian line for him- 
felf, with other neceffary aftronomical 
inftruments; and began, with great 
ardour, to obferve the motions of the 
heavenly bodies : proceeding to draw 
ingenious plans, to fimplify aftrono- 
mical watches, and the whole fyftem 
of the univerfe.” 

I have the lefs difficulty in fending 
you thefe anecdotes of a living artift, 
becaufe I think it highly probable 
that this young man, who has already 
difplayec fo much genius, will here- 
after make very valuable difcoveries. 


—_— —— 


An Indian's Account of the Reception 
which bis Countrymen gave the 
White Colonisis. 

[In a Speech made by the River or 
Stockbridge Indians, to the Governor 
and Commiffioners of New York in 
Congrefs at Albany, in 1754.] 


TF ATHERS, We are greatly re- 
joiced to fee you all here; it is by 
the will of Heaven that we are met 
here, and we thank you for this op- 
portunity of feeing you all together, 
as it is a long while fince we had 
fuch a one. 

Fathers who are here prefent, We 
will give you a fhort relation of the 
long friendfhip which has fubfifted 
between the white people of this 
country and us. Our forefathers had 
a caftle on the river. As one of 
them walked out, he faw fomething 
on the river, but was at a lofs to 
know what it was; he took it at 
firft for a great fifh: he ran into the 
caftle, and gave notice to the cther 
Indians; two of our forefathers went 
to fee what it was, and found it a 
veffe] with men in it; they immedi- 
ately joined hands with the people 
in the. veffel, and became friends. 
The ‘white people told them, they 
fhould not come up the river any 


farther at that time; and faid te 
them, they would return back from 
whence they came, and come agai 
in a year’stime. According to their 
promife, they returned back im a 
year’s time, and came as far up the 
river as where the old fort ftood. 
Our fathers invited them afhore, and 
faid to them, Here we will give you 
a place to make you a town; it fhall 
be from this place up to fuch a 
{ftream, [meaning where the pet- 
teroon mill now ftands}, and from 
the river back up to the hill. Our 
forefathers told them, though they 
were now a finall people, they would 
in time multiply, and fill up the 
land they had given them. After 
they were afhore fome time, fome 
other Indians, who had not feen 
them before, looked fiercely at them; 
and our forefathers obferving it, and 
feeing the white people fo few in 
number, left they fhould be deftroyed, 
took and fheltered them under their 
arms: but it turned out that thofe 
Indians did not defire to deftroy 
them, but withed alfo to have the 
fame white people for their friends. 
At this time which we have now 
fpoken of, the white people were — 
fmall, but we were very numerous 
and ftrong; we defended them in 
that low ftate. But now the cafe is 
altered; you are numerous and 
ftrong, but we are few and weak: 
therefore we expect that you will 
act by us in thefe circumftances, as 
we did by you in thofe we have juft 
now related. We view you now as 
a very large tree, which has taken 
deep root in the ground, whole 
branches are fpread very wide— 
We ftand by the body of the tree, 
and we look round to fee if there be 
any one who endeavours to hurt it; 
and if it fhould fo happen, that any 
are powerful enough to deftroy it, 
we are ready to fall with it. 
[Gives a det. 
Fathers, you fee how early we 
made friendihip with you; we tied 
each other in a firong chain; that 
chain has not yet been broken: we 
now 
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now clean and rub that chain, to 


make it brighter and ftronger ; and 
we determine on our parts that it 
fhall never be broken: and we hope 
that you will take care, that neither 
you nor any one elfe fhall break it ; 
and we are greatly rejoiced, that 
peace and friendfhip have fo long 
fubfifted between us. 


-—— a — 


CURIOUS WAY OF PLOUGHING IN 
DEVONSHIRE.* 


THE ftyle of driving an ox team, 
here, is obfervable ; indeed, cannot 
pals unnoticed by a ftranger. The 
language, though in a great degree 
peculiar to the country, does not ar- 


reft the attention; but the tone, or 
rather tune, im which it is delivered. 
It refembles, with great exaétnefs, 
the chantings, or recitative of the 
cathedral fervice. The plow-boy 
chants the counter tenor, with una- 
bated ardour through the day; the 
plowman throwing in, at intervals, 
his hoarfer notes. It is underftood 
that this chanting march, which may 
fometimes be heard to a confiderable 
diftance, encourages and animates 
the team, as the mufic of a marching 
army, or the fong of the rowers. 
Let this be as it may, I have never 
feen fo much cheerfulnefs attending 
the operation of ploughing, any 
where, as in Devonfhire. 





ORIGINAL 


For the Weebly Magazine. 
ON FOWLING. 
[ By a Young Lady.]} 
GHALL the fair forms, whofe graceful 


pride, 
Speaks them to heavenly minds allied, 
Indulge the felfith joy; 
Which rob’d in Pleafure’s foft difguife, 
With fudden horror burfts the ties 
Inferior fouls employ. 


‘The plumy race that haunt the ftreams, 
Or fport in Sol’s meridian beams, 

And pierce the yielding air, 
Though lefs refined, their bofoms know 
The touch of Pleafure, pang of Woe, 

Which nobler beings thare. 


The little heart with joy expands, 
While fovereign Nature’s mild com- 
mands 
Their willing powers obey ; 
They feel the fond parental care, 
And the foft filial duties thare, 
The inftins of the day. 


*Tis true, no future ills they know, 

Nor does prefcience ftrike the blow, 
Before the deitined hour ; 

Yet ftill to murder every joy, 

Their ynoffending lives employ, 
Proclaims deipetic power. 
Shall then the mighty Lord of all, 

Who bows to Reafon’s nobler call, 
Whofe powers harmonious move, 

With iron arm, fhed fear and woe, 

On his defencelefs charge below, 
That claim protecting love? 


* See Marfhall’s Rural Economy, vol. i. 


POETRY. 


But hufh! this bright imperfe& form, 
Expofed to funthine, cloud, and ftorm, 
Which all its powers impair, 

Demands a conftant, firm fupply, 
For which thefe harmlefs beings die, 
Nor call the doom fevere. 
— 


For the Weekly Magazine. 


THE SAFE RETREAT.—AN ODE 
iu you with a lafting feat, 

Which fhall prove a fafe retreat, 
Shun the ocean’s whelming tide 
Spreading ruin far and wide ; 

Shun the mountain's giddy brow, 
And the driving fands below ;— 
Build upon a fteadfaft rock, 

Which will bear th’ impetuous fhock 
Of indignant winds, and brave 

The tumultuous mountain-wave. 
Then life’s hours will fweetly flow, 
Void of danger, void of woe. LL. 2 


——E 
For the Weekly Magazine. 
TO A SIGH. 


G® formlefs meffenger of Love; 
Go whifper in his ear; 

And, in the fofteft accents, move 
The fwain whom I hold dear. 


Ah! tell him all my beating heart; 
Ah! tell him all my pain; 

Ah! tell him all thou canfi impart— 
Yet no;—return again. 


Return, return—ftill, fill conceal 
The pangs that rend my breatt, 
Nor e’er the hidden flame reveal 
That robs my foul of ref. memaoa. 
; LHE 
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THE EXILE. 


[By M. G. Lewis, Esq. M. P. 


 PAREWELL, Oh native Spain! fare- 
well forever! 
Thefe banifhed eyes fhall view thy 
coaft no more; 
A mournful prefage telis my heart, that 
never 
Gonzalvo’s fteps again fhal! prefs thy 
fhore. 
Huthed are the winds; while foft the vef- 
fel failing 
With gentle motion ploughs the unruf- 
fied main: 
I feel my bofom’s boafted courage failiftg, 
And curfe the waves which bear me far 
from Spain. 


I fee it! Beneath yon blue clear heaven 
Still do the fpires, fo well-beloved, ap- 
r: 
From yondercraggy point the gale of even 
Still wafis my native accents to mine 
ear. 


Propped on fome mofs-crowned rock, and 
gaily finging, 
There in the fun his nets the fither 
dries; 
Oft have i heard the plaintive ballad, 
_ bringing 
Scenes of paft joys before my forrow- 
ing eyes. 
Ah happy fwain! he waits the accuf- 
tomed hour, 
When twilight-gloom obfcures the 
clofing tky; 
Then gladly feeks his loved paternal 
bower, 
And {hares the feaft his native fields 
fupply. 
Friendfhip and Love, his cottage guefts, 
receive him 
With honeft welcome and with fmile 
fincere : 
No threatening woes of prefent joys be- 
reave him; 
No figh his bofom owns, his cheek no 
tear. 
Ah happy fwain! fuch blifs to me deny- 
ing, 
Seman thy lot with envy hids me 
view ; 
Me, who, from home and Spain an exile 
flying, 
Bid all I value, all I love, adieu. 
No more mine ear fliall lift the well- 
known ditty 
Sung by fome movhtain-girl who tends 
her goats, 
Some village-fwain imploring amorous 
ity, 
Or fhepherd chaunting wild his ruftic 
notes. 


~ Poetry. 


No more my arms a parent's fond em- 
braces, 
No more my heart domeftic calm muf 
know; 
Far from thefe joys, with fighs which 
memory traces, 
To fultry fkies and dittant climes I go; 


Where Indian funs engender new dif- 
eafes, 
Where fnakes and tigers breed, I bend 
my way 
To brave the feverifh thirft no art 
appeales, 


The yellow plague, and madding blaze 
of day. 


But not, to feel low pangs confume my 
liver, 
To die by piece-mea] in the bloom 


of age, 
My boiling blood drank by infatiate 
fever, 
And brain delirious with the day-ftar’s 
rage 
Can make me know fuch grief, as thus 
to fever, ; 
With many a bitter figh, dear land! 
from thee ; 
To feel this heart muft doat on thee for- 
ever, 
And feel that all thy joys are tors 
from me! 


Ah me! how oft will Fancy’s fpells in 
flumber, 
Recall my native country to my mind! 
How oft Regret will bid me fadly number 
Each loft delight, and dear friend left 
behind! 
Wild Murcia’s vales and loved romantic 
bowers, 
The river on whofe banks a child I 
played, 
My catitle’s ancient halls, its frowning 
towers, 
Each much regretted wood, and well- 
known glade ; 


Dreams of the land where all my wifhes 
centre, 
Thy fcenes, which I am doom’d no 
more to know, 
Full oft fhall memory trace, my foul’s 
tormentor, 
And turn each pleafyre paft to prefent 
woe. 


But, lo! the fun beneath the waves 
retires; 
Night fpeeds apace her empire to 
reftore ; 
Clouds from my fight obfcure the village- 
{pires, 
Now teen but faintly, and now feen 
no more. 
On, 
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Oh, breathe not, winds! Still be the 
water’s motion! 
Sleep, fleep my bark, in filence on 
the main! ; 
$0, when to-morrow’s light fhall gid 
the ocean, 
Once more mine eyes fhall fee the 
coaft of Spain. 
Vain is the wifh! My laft petition fcorn- 
ing, 
Frefh ie the gale, and high the 
billows fwell: 


Far fhall we be before the break of 


morning : i 
Oh! then, forever, native Spain, fare- 
well! 
———— 
THE CHASE. | 
By Gottfried Augustus Birger. 
EA RL Walter winds his bugle horn ; 
To horfe, to horfe, halloo, halloo! 
His fiery courfer fnuffs the morn, 
And thronging ferfs their lord purfue. 
The eager pack, from couples freed 
Dafh through the buth, the brier, the 
brake; 
While anfwering hound, and horn, and 
fteed, 


The mountain echoes ftartling wake. 


The beams of God’s own hallow’d day 
Had painted yonder fpire with gold, 
And, calling finful man to pray, 
Loud, Jong, and deep the bell had toll’d. 
But ftill Earl Walter onward rides; 
Halloo, halloo and hark again! 
When {purring from oppofing fides, — 
Two ftranger horfemen join the train. 
Who was each ftranger, lef and right, 
Wel! may I guefs, but dare not tell: 
The right-hand fteed was filver white, 
The leg, the {warthy hue of hell. 
The right-hand horfeman, young and fair, 
His {mile was like the morn of May; 
The left, from eye of tawny glare, 
Shot midnight lightning’s lurid ray. 
Hg wav’d his huntfman’s cap on high, 
Cried ‘‘ Welcome, welcome, noble 
Lord! 
What fport can earth, or fea, or fky, 
To match the princely chafe, afford.” 
“ Ceafe thy loud bugle’s clanging knell,” 
Cried the fair youth, with filver voice; 
“ And for Devotion’s choral {well 
Exchange the rude difcordant noife, 


* To-day the ill-omen’d chafe forbear ; 
Yon bell yet fummons to the fane : 

To-day the warning {pirit hear, 
To-morrow thou may’ft mourn in vain.” 


* See an Account of Biirger’s Poems 
and his Lenora in our firft volume, pages 
220 and 221, 


“ Away, and fweep the glades along !” 
The fable hunter hoarfe replies ; 

‘* To muttering monks leave mattin fong, 
And bells, and books, and myfteries.” 


Earl Walter {purr’d his ardent feed, 
And launching forward with 2 bound, 

“ Who for thy drowfy prieft-like rede 
Wouid leave the jovial hornand hound’ 


** No! pious fool, I feorrtthy lore ; 
Let him who ne’er the chafe durft prowe 

Go join with thee the droning choir, 

And leave me to the {port I love.’” 


Faft, faft Earl Walter onward rides, 
O’er mofs and moor, o’er holt and 
hill, 
And onward faft, on either fide, 
The ftranger horfemen follow’d ftill. 
Up fprings, from yonder tangled thorn, 
A ttag more white than mountain fnow, 
And louder rung Earl Walter’s horn, 
“ Hark forward, forward, holla, ho!” 


A heedlefs wretch has crofs’d the way,— 
He gafps the thundering hoofs below ; 
But, live who can, or die who may, 
Still forward, ferward! on they go. 
See where yon fimple fences meet, 
A field with Autumn’s bleffings 
crown’d ; 
See proftrate at Earl Walter’s feet 
A hufbandman with toil embrown’d. 


“ O mercy! mercy! noble Lord; 
Spare the hard pittance of the poor, 
Earn’d by the fweat thefe brows have 
pour’d 
In feorching July’s fultry hour.” 
Earneft the right-hand ftranger pleads, 
The left fill cheering to the prey : 
The impetuous Earl no warning heeds, 
But furious holds the onward way. 


““ Away, thou hound, fo bafely born, 
Or dread the fcourge’s echoing blow !” 
Then loudly rung his bugle horn, 
** Hark forward, forward, holla, ho!” 
So faid, fo done,—a fingle bound 
Clears the poor labourer’s humble pale : 
Wild follows man, and horfe, and hound, 
Like dark December's ftormy gale. 


And man and horfe, and hound and horn, 
Deftructive {weep the field along, 
While joying o’er the wafted corn 
Fell Famine marks the maddening 
throng. 
Again up-rous'd the tim’rous prey 
Secours mofs and moor, and holt and 
hill; 
Hard run, he feels his ftrength decay, 
And truits for life his fimple kil]. 
Too dangerous folitude appear'd ; 
He feeks the fhelter of the crowd; 
Amid the flock’s domeftic herd 
His harmlefs head he hopes to fhroud. 
O'er 
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Over mofs and moor, and hoit and hill, 
His track the Ready blood-hounds trace; 

O’er mofs and nioor, and holt and hill 
Th’ unwearicd Ear! purfues the chafe. 


The anxious herdfman lowly falls; 

“ © fpare! thou noble Baron, {pare 
Thefe herds, a widow’s little all, 

Thefe flocks, an orphan's fleecy care!” 
Earneft the right-hand flranger pleads, 

The left aif cheering to the prey; 
Nor prayer nor pity Walter heeds, 

But furious keeps the onward way. 
“ Unmanner'’d dog! Te ftop my fport 

Vain were thy cant and beggar w' 
Though human fpirits of thy fort 

Were tenants of thefe carrion kine!” 
Again he winds his bugle horn, 

‘“« Hark forward, forward, holla, ho!” 
And through the herd, in ruthlefs fcorn, 

He cheers his furious hounds to go. 


In heaps the throttled victims fall; 
Down finks the mangled herd{man 
near; 
The murd’rous cries the flag appal, 
Again he flarts new-nerv'd by fear. 


With blood befmear’d, and white with 
foam 
While big the tears of anguifh pour, 
He feeks, amid the foreft’s gloom, 
The humble hermit’s hut obfcure. 


But man and horfe, and horn and houad, 
Faft rattling on his traces go; 
The faered chapel rung around 
With hark away, and holla, ho! 
All mild, amid the rout profane, 
The holy hermit pour’d his pray'r 
‘* Forbear with blood God's houfe to 
ftain, 
Revere his altar, and forbear ! 

‘The meaneft brute has rights to plead, 
Which, wrong’d by erveley or pride, 
Draw vengeance on the ruthlefs head ;— 

Be warn’d at length, and turn afide.” 


re, 


Still the fair horfeman anxious pleads, 
‘The black wild whooping points the 
prey; 
Alas! the Barl no warning heeds, 
But frantic keeps the forward way. 


‘* Holy or not, or right or wrong, 
Thy altar and its rites 1 fpurn; 
Not fainted martyr’s facred long, 
Not God himfelf thall gake me turn.” 
He fpurs his horfe, he his horn, 
* Hark forward, forward, holla, ho!” 
But off on whirlwind’s pinions borne, 
The flag, the hat, the hermit go. 
And horfe and man, and hound and horn, 
And clamour of the chafe was gone: 
For hoofs and how)s, and bugle found, 
A deadly filence reign 'd alonc. 


Poetry. 


Wild gaz'd th’ affrighted Earl around;— 
He ftrove in vain to wake his horn, 
In vain te call; for not a found : 
Could from his anxious lips be borne. — 
He liftens for his trufty hounds ; é 
No diftant baying reach’d his cars ; 
His courfer rooted to the ground, 

The quick'ning fpur unmindfal bears. 
Still dark and darker rownd it {preads, 
Dark as the darknefs of the grave; 

And not a found the ftill invades 
Save what a diftant torrent gave. 
High o'er the finner’s humbled head 
At length the folemn filence broke ; 
And from a cloud of fwarthy red, 
The awful voice of thunder fpoke. 
Oppreffor of Creation fair! 
Apofttate fpirit’s harden’d tool! 
Scorner of God! feourge of the poor! 
The meafure of thy cup is full. 
** Go, hunt forever through the wood ; 
Forever roam th’ affri wild; 
And let thy fate inftru€ the proud 
Ged’s meanett creature is his child.” 
"Twas huth'd: one flath of fombre glare 
With yellow ting’d the foreits brown; 
Up rofe Earl Walter's briftiing hair, 
And horror chill’deach nerve and bone. 
Cold pour’d the fweat in freezing rill; 
A rifing wiad began to fing ; 
And louder, louder, louder fill, 
Brough: ftorm and tempe(t on its wing: 
The earth is rock’d, it quakes, it rends; 
From yawning rifts, with many a yell, 
Mix’d with fulphureous flames, 
The mifbegotten dogs of hell. 
What ly huntfimen next arofe, 
Well may I guefs, but dare not tell: 
His eye like midnight lightning glows, 
His fteed the fwarthy hue of hell. 
Earl Walter flies o’er buth and thorn, 
With many a thriek of helplefs woe, 
Behind him hound, and horfe and horn, 
And hark away, and holla, ho! 
With wild Defpair’s reverted eye, 
Clole, clofe behind, he marks the throngs 
With bloody fangs, and eager cry, 
In frantic fear he fcours along. 
Still thall the dreadful chafe endure 
Till time itfelf thal! have an end; 
By day earth’s tortured womb they feour, 
At midnight's witching hour afcend. 


This is the horn, and hound, and horfe, 
That oft the lated ant hears: 
Applied he figns the frequent crofs, 
the wild din invades his ears. . 
The wakeful prieft oft drops a tear 
For human pride, for human woe, 
When at his midnight mafs he hears 
‘Th’ infernal try of holla, ho! , 
INTELLIGENCE, 
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Tse following Gentlemen are ap- Daavare 
Commiffioners under the ai to = rf divifion, Joleph Irae!, 
for the valuation of Lands and = 2 Andrew Barratt, 
and for the enumeration of faves. *; Haac Cooner 

New ive. yn! 


3 do. -- 

4 do. Bellows, 

5 do. vid Hough. 
Massachuertts. 


ft divifion, Nathaniel Drummer, 
Nathaniel Wells, 
Nathan Dane, 
Thomas Dawes, 
Eleazer Brooks, 
Beza Heywood, 


— Alien, 
Abel Whitney, 
William Bacon. 
Rhode Island. 

rh. divifion, oo L... Rofs, 

2 Elitha R. Potter, 
’ Geet 


*:ft divifion, Andrew Kingfbury 


2 Epp Cha 


en om & Ww ww 


< 


r William ute 
5 Julius Deming. 
Vermont. 
*:R divifion, Jonathan Huat, 
2 Elijah Dewy, 


James Whitelaw, 


3 

4 onathan ° 

5 Saas Ceafis 
New Tore. 

rf divifion, Selah . 

3 James Watton, 

3 Samuel Haight, 

4 Peter Cantine, jun. 

5 Stephen N. Bayard, 

6 James Gordon, 

} Charles Newkirk, 

8 


Samuel Davidion, 
7) ifsac Jenkinfon 


wale 


Ala 
if divifion, Renjamin Dougla<, 


; Thomas Turner, 
5 Robert Gorfach, 
“_ Upton Sherri ine 
5 William Ward, 
6 George Fikes : 
7 Joha Gale 
Virgina 
sf divihern, Daval Stephenfon, 
2 john Haymond, 
5 Jame s Beachonr id ge, 
4 William Leftwich, 
‘ Jacob Mereton, 
“4 William M ullenburg, 
7 William Salter, 
"8 Thomas Tinfley, 
9 Nathaniel Burwell, 
io William Payne, 
at George Divers 
Kentucky. 
rf divifion, James French, 
*, Robert Brackenridge 
3 John Caldwell, 
4 Henry Lee, 
5 Robert Johnfon 


North Caroliaa 
sh divifion, John Skinner, 
Spyres Singleton, 
Jofeph John Williagy, 
Abfalom Tatem, 
Thomas Henderfon, 
Wallace Alexander, 
Jofeph Dixon 
Tennessee 
th divifion, Hugh Nelfon, 
*, James White, 
3 James W inchefler 
Seuth Carolina 
*:f divifion, Arnoldus Vanderhora 


“~ Ov é&w uv 


3 John Chefnat, 
3 Robert Anderton, 
ey William Anderton, 
5 Stephen Eliott 
Georgit 
th divifion, James Powell, 
*, Jared Irvm, 


Benjamin ‘Talifarre 

[Thole whole names have this* mark 

prefixed to them are the firft Commi 
Goners. } 

The French privateer Le Croyable, 

ize to the United States’ floop ot war 

ware, Captain Stephen Decatur, was 

on the 2oth imflant, condemmed in the 

diheift coert of the United Staics, to be 

fold by the Marthal, and the proceeds 

dittribured 
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diftributed as the law directs. The offi- 
cers of the privateer are on parole ; 
thirty-four of the crew have been fent to 
Lancafter jail, under guard of a detach- 
ment of twenty-nine of Macpherfon’s 
Blues, and a part of Captain Wharton’s 
cavalry. The prifoners are allowed every 
reafonable indulgence, and treated in 
a humane and honourable manner. 

Boston, Fuly 23.—Commodore Barry 
and captain Decatur vifited the town on 
Saturday laft; they were received on 
*Change with every mark of attention, 
and welcomed as the brave and patrioti¢ 
defenders of our country’s rights. 

Yetterday failed on a cruile, for the 
protection of our commerce, the frigate 
Conflitution, commanded by captain 
Samuel Nicholfon. This noble frigate 
refleéts honour on all concerned in her 
conftruction. 


New York, Fuly 25.—A recent attempt 
has been made to fet fire to Charlefton, 
which however proved unfuccefsful.— 
Two negro wenches were apprehended 
on fufpicion of being the authors of the 
wickednefs, one of whom was convided 
of the faét, and was {peedily executed. 


George-Town, Fuly 20.—Lah Sunday 
night the ftore of Mr. Magill, between 
Bladenfburg and Queen-Ann, was con- 
fumed by fire, together with its valuable 
contents, confifting of goods worth ten 
thoufand dollars, the account books and 
upwards of fix thoufand dollars in bank 


notes, which Mr. Magill had a day or 
two before brought from Baltimore to 
pay for tobacco.—It is fuppoled the build- 
ing was fet on fire by detign. 


A fire took place at New York on the 
18th infant, in a hatter’s thop, in Water 
treet, adjoining the alley leading to 


Crane wharf. It was difcovered be- 
tween three and four o'clock in the 
morning. Aided by the darknefs of the 
night, it {peedily confumed five or fix 
wooden buildings and nearly ruined as 
many others, in fpite of a confiderable 
ihower of rain, which fell at the time, 
and the exertions of the fire-men and 
ether citizens. 

From Harrifburg we learn that John 
Hauer and Charles M‘Manus were, on 
the 14th initant, executed purfwant to 
their fentence, for the murder of Francis 
Shitz. M‘Manus was a young man and 
preferved till the lait the appearance of 
terenity and refignation. In his latt 
moments he confirmed the teftimony he 
had given to the grand jury, viz. that 
the murder was perpetrated by Hauer 
and Peter M‘Donough; that he was not 
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in the houfe or prefent at it; but that 
he held a horfe at the end of the lane 
in order to aid their efcape. The deport- 
ment of Hauer was much more decem 
and compoied than was expeéed from 
his condu& fince his trial and condem- 
nation From whatever caufe it pro- 
ceeded, there is ground to believe, that 
latterly he was really incapable of {peak- 
ing. Extreme terror has been known to 
produce this effe&. Whether his dumb- 
nefs was real or affeSed he was at leaft 
confiftent, and fuitained the concluding 
{cene without uttering a fyllable, though 
without any fymptom of infanicy. 

The Mercury in Fahrenheit’s Ther- 
mometer at half after one yefterday, was 
at gi degrees. 


= 
Appointmert by the Governor. 
Samuel Garrigues, Notary Public, to 
refide in the diltri& of the Northern 
Liberties. 


—_—— 
“DIED, 

Mrs. Lydia Van Mannierck, wife of 
Mr. Anthony Van Maanierck, at Cape 
May, on the 16th inftant. 

Mr. John Ramfey, in the 71% year of 
his age, mafter of the free fchool, be- 
longing tothe Univerfity of Pennfylvania, 
on the zoth inftant. 

Mrs. Flintham, wife of Mr. Joha 
Flintham of this city. 

The Marquis De Rouvray, lately ar- 
rived from St. Domingo, in this city 
on the 21it inftant. He had ferved in 
the American army !aft war, and being 
one of the Cincinnati, his funeral was 
attended by all the members of the fociety 
then in town. 

Nathaniel Penne!!, a refpeable far- 
mer of Chichefter townfhip, on the fame 
day, in the Jerfey market of this city. 
He was {moking a cigar and fell down 
in the prefence of two of his children 
and initantly expired. 

Thomas Frafer, a very eminent mer- 
chant of London, aged 65, in Bofton. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We cannot refrain from obferving that 
we have experienced confiderable in.on- 
venience from the difficulty of reading 
fome communications, with which we 
have been favoured. We flatter ourfelves 
that our Literary Friends will hereafter 
more generally condefcend to give their 
pieces in fuch a flate as will not render 
the hazard of imaccuracy inevitable. 

Several original Communications are 


unavoidably poftponed till our next. 
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Gentlemen of the Senate, and 


MESSAGE 


OF THE 


Prefident of the United States 


TO 
BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


I NOW tranfmit to Congrefs copies of all the Communica- 
tions, from our Envoys Extraordinary, received fince their arrival 
in Paris, excepting thofe before prefented by me to both Houfes. 


Unitep StarTEs, 
May 4th, 1798. 


JOHN ADAMS. 





(No. 6.) 
Paris, February 7th, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 


WE tranfinit to you in this enclo- 
fure our laft letter to the Minifter of 
Foreign Relations ; though dated the 
17th ult. it was not, on account of 
the time taken to tranflate fo long a 
letter, delivered till the 31ft. In 
our communications here, although 
we have, agreeably to your inftruc- 
tions, written in our own language, 
we at the fame time have taken 
the precaution, left our meaning 
fhould be mifreprefented or mifun- 
derftood, to accompany them with 
an accurate tranflation. We have 
not yet received any anfwer to this 
communication, and fhould no notice 
be taken of it in a few days, we 
fhall apply in a more explicit manner 
for our paffports. 


The councils have paffed the de. 
cree mentioned in No. 5, as having 
been recommended by the Directory 
to capture and condemn all neutral 
veffels laden in part or in whole with 
the manufactures or productions of 
England or its poffeffions. We en- 
clofe you the official copy of the re- 
port on that fubjeét, and fhall repre- 
fent to this government the injuftice 
and injury which it muft inevitably 
occafion us. 

We have the honour to be, 

With great refped, 
Your moft ob’t humble fervants, 
CuarRLeEsCoresworTHh PINCKNEY, 
- MARSHALL, 
4» GERRY. 


Col. PickeRINnc, 
Secretary of the United States. 
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TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC. 





Crrrzen MINISTER, 


THE underfigned Envoys Extra- 
ordinary and Minifters Plenipoten- 
tiary from the United States of 
America to the French Republic, 
have been hitherto reftrained by thé 
expectation of entering on the objects 
of their miffion in the forms ufual 
among nations, from addrefling to 
the Executive Directory, through 
you, thofe explanations and reclama- 
tions with which they are charged 
by the government they reprefent. 
If this expe€tation is to be relin- 
quifhed, yet the unfeigned wilh of 
the United States to reftore that 
harmony betweén the two republics, 
which they have fo unremittingly 
fought to preferve, renders it the 
duty of the underfigned to lay before 
the government of France, however 
informal the communication may be 
deemed, fezne confiderations, in ad- 
dition to thofe already fubmitted, 
relative to the fubfifting differences 
between the two nations. 

Openly and repeatedly have France 
and America interchanged unequi- 
vocal teftimonials of reciprocal re- 
gard. Thefe teftimonials were given 
by the United States, with all the 
ardour and fincerity of youth. It is 
ftill believed that on the part of 
France they were likewife the off- 
{pring of real efteem. They were 
confidered on the other fide of the 
Atlantic as evidencing a mature 
friendfhip to be as durable as the 
Republics themfelves. | Unhappily 
the f{cene is changed; and America 
looks around in vain for the ally or 
the friend. The contraft both of 
language and of conduét which the 
prefent fo avowedly exhibits to a 
portion of the paft, has been repeat- 
edly attributed by France, to a dif- 
pofition alleged to exift in the go- 
yernment of the United States, un- 


friendly to this Republic, and partial 
towards its enemies. 

That government, aftonifhed at a 
reproach fo unfounded in fae, fo 
contradiéted by its declarations and 
its conduct, could fcarcely confider 
this charge as ferious, and has ever 
cherifhed the hope, that a candid 
review of its conduct founded on the 
documents, and aided by the argu- 
ments with which the Executive 
Directory has been furnifhed would 
have refcued it from the injurious 
fufpicion. This hope feems not to 
have been realifed. The underfigned, 
therefore, deem it proper to precede 
their application for that juftice which 
they claim from France, by an effort 
to remove the caufe, which is alleged 
to have produced the injuries of 
which they complain. With this 
view, they pray the attention of the 
Executive Dire&tory to a ferious and 
candid reconfideration of the leading 
meafures adopted by the government 
of the United States, and they per- 
fuade themfelves, that however va- 
rious and multiplied the channels 
may be through which mifinforma- 
tion, concerning the difpofitions of 
that government, may have been 
received, yet this reconfideration 
muft remove unfounded prejudices 
and entirely exculpate the American 
nation from an accufation it knows 
to be unfounded, and believes to be 
fupported by no fingle fad. 

When that war which has been 
waged with fuch unparalleled fury, 
which in its vaft viciflitudes of for- 
tune, has alternately threatened the 
very exiftence of the conflicting par- 
ties, but which, in its progrefs, has 
furrounded France with fuch fplen- 
dour, and added ftill more to her 
glory than her territory, when that 
war firft involved thofe nations with 
whom the United States were in 
habits of friendly intercourfe, it be- 
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came incumbent on their government 
to examine their fituation, their con- 
neétions and their duties. America 
found herfelf at peace with all of the 
belligerent powers. She was con- 
neéted with fome of them by treaties 
of amity and commerce, and with 
France by a treaty of alliance alfo. 
Thefe feveral treaties were confidered 
with the moft ferious attention, and 
with a fincere wifh to determine by 
fair conftruétion the obligations which 
they really impofed.—The refult of 
this enquiry, was a full conviétion, 
that her engagements by no means 
bound her to take part in the war, 
but left her fo far the miftrefs of her 
own conduét as to be at perfect li- 
berty to obferve a fyftem of real neu- 
trality. It is deemed unneceflary to 
analyze thofe treaties in order to fup- 
port the propriety of this decifion, 
becaufe it is not recolleéted ever to 
have been queftioned and is believed 
not to admit of doubt. 

Being bound by no duty to enter 
into the war, the government of the 
United States conceived itfelf bound 
by duties the moft facred to abftain 
from it- Contemplating man, even 
in a different fociety, as the friend 
of man, a ftate of peace, though un- 
ftipulated by treaty, was confidered 
as impofing obligations not to be 
wantonly violated. 

Thefe obligations created by the 
laws of nature, were in fome in{ftances 
ftrengthened by folemn exifting en- 
gagements, of which good faith re- 
quired a religious obfervance. 

To a fenfe of moral right, other 
confiderations of the greateft magni- 
tude were added, which forbade the 
government of the United States to 
plunge them unneceffarily into the 
miferies of the bloody conflict then 
commencing. The great nations of 
Europe either impelled by ambition, 
er by exifting or fuppofed political 
interefts, peculiar to themfelves, have 
confumed more than a third of the 
prefent century in wars. Whatever 
caufes may have produced fo afflict- 
ing an evil, they cannot be fuppofed 
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to have been entirely extinguithed, 
and humanity can fearcely indulge 
the hope, that the temper or condi- 
tion of man is fo altered as to exempt 
the next century from the ills of the 
paft. Strong fortifications, powerful 
navies, immenfe armies, the accu- 
mulatet wealth of ages and a full 
population, enable the nations of 
Europe, to fupport thofe wars in 
which they are induced to engage, 
by motives which they deem ade- 
quate, and by interefts inclufively 
their own. In all refpects different 
is the fituation of the United States; 
poffeffed of an extenfive unfettled 
territory, on which bountiful nature 
has beftowed with a lavifh hand all 
the capacities for future legitimate 
greatnefs, they indulge no thirft for 
conqueft, no ambition for the exten- 
fion of their limits. Encircled by 
no dangerous powers they neither 
fear, nor are jealous of their neigh- 
bours, and are not on that account 
obliged to arm for their own fafety. 
Separated from Europe by a vaft and 
friendly ocean, they are but remotely, 
if at all, affected by thofe interefts, 
which agitate and influence this por- 
tion of the globe. Thus circum- 
ftanced, they have no motive for a 
voluntary war. On the contrary, 
the moft powerful confiderations urge 
them to avoid it-—An extenlive and 
undefended commerce, peculiarly ne- 
ceffary to a nation which does not 
manufacture for itfelf, which is and 
for a long time to come, will be al- 
moft exclufively agricultural, would 
have been its immediate and certain 
victim. The furplus produce of their 
labour muft have perifhed on their 
hands, and that increafe of popula- 
tion fo effential to a young country, 
muft, with their profperity, have 
fuftained a ferious check. Their 
exertions too would not have been 
conliderable, unlefs the war had been 
transferred to their own bofoms. 
Great as are the means and re- 
fources of the United States, for 
felf-defence, it is only in felf-defence 
that thofe refources can be com- 
pletely 
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pletely difplayed. Neither the ge- 
nius of the nation, nor the ftate of its 
finances, admit of calling its citizens 
from the plough, but to defend their 
own liberty and their own fire-fides. 
How criminal muft have been that go- 
vernment which could have plunged 
its conftituents in a war, to which 
they were neither impelled by duty 
nor folicited by intereft; in which 
they committed fo much to hazard ; 
in which they muft fuffer, in order 
to act efficiently, and could only dif 
play their energy too in repelling 
invafion? But motives ftill more 
powerful than the calamities of the 
moment, have influenced the govern- 
ment of the United States. 

It was perhaps impoflible to have 
engaged voluntarily in the exifting 
conflict, without launching into the 
almoft boundlefs ocean of European 
politics, without contracting habits 
of national condudt, and forming 
clofe political connections which mutt 
have compromitted the future peace 
of the nation, and have involved it in 
all the future quarrels of Europe. 
A long train of armies, debts, and 
taxes, checking the growth, diminifh- 
ing the happinefs, and perhaps en- 
dangering the liberty of the United 
States, muft have followed the adop- 
tion of fucha fyftem. And for what 
purpofe fhould it have been adopted ? 
For what purpofe fhould America 
thus burthen herfelf with the con- 
flicts of Europe? Not to comply 
with any engagements fhe has 
formed, not to promote her own 
views, her own objects, her own hap- 
pinefs, or her own fafety, but to 
move as a Satellite around fome 
greater Planet, whofe laws fhe muft 
of neceliity obey. In addition to 
thefe weighty confiderations, it was 
believed that France would derive 
more benefit from the neutrality of 
America, than from her becoming a 
party in the war. 

The determination then of the 
government of the United States to 
preferve that neutral ftation in which 
the war found them, far from mani- 
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fefting a partiality for the enemies of 
France, was only a meafure of juftice 
to itfelf and to others, and did not 
even derogate from that predile&tion 
for this Republic, which it has fo 
repeatedly expreffed and difplayed. 
Having avowed this determination, 
encreafed motives of honour and of 
duty commanded its faithful obfer. 
vance. It is not a principle which 
remains now to be fettled, that a 
fraudulent neutrality is no neutrality 
at all; and that the nation which 
would be admitted to its privileges 
muft alfo perform the duties it en 
pes Had the government of the 

nited States, declaring itfelf neu. 
tral, indulged its partialities by grant- 
ing favours unftipulated by treaty, to 
one of the belligerent powers, which 
it refufed to another, it could no 
longer have claimed the immunities 
of a fituation of which the obliga. 
tions were forgotten, it would have 
become a party to the war, as cer. 
tainly as if war had been openly and 
formally declared, and it would have 
added to the madnefs of wantonly 
engaging in fuch a hazardous con- 
flict, the difhonour of infincere and 
fraudulent condu&: it would have 
attained circuitoufly an objet which 
it could not plainly avow, or dire&ly 
purfue, and would have tricked the 
people of the United States into a 
war, which it could not venture 
openly to declare. 

It was matter of real delight to 
the government and people of Ame- 
rica, to be informed that France did 
not wilh to interrupt the peace they 
enjoyed. 

The underfigned have been in- 
duced to reft upon this firft neceffary 
and decifive ftep taken by their go- 
vernment, although its propriety may 
not be centroverted, from a convic- 
tion, that if the right of the United 
States, to obferve a fair and honeft 
neutrality be eftablifhed, the general 
charges of an unfriendly difpofition, 
made againft_them by France, muft 
be relinquifhed, becaufe the ms 6 
which thofe charges are fuppo - 
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will be found to have grown inevita- 
bly out of that fituation. é 

This meafure was accompanied by 
another, which, in repelling fo afto- 
nifhing a charge as partiality for the 
enemies of France, deferves to be 
noticed. Soon after the government 
of the United States had notified 
to its citizens the duties which its 
neutrality enjoined, Mr. Genet, the 
firft minifter from this Republic, 
arrived at Philadelphia: although 
his conduct had been fuch as to give 
caule for ferious alarm, although 
before he was even acknowledged as 
a minifter, or had reached the autho- 
rity which could infpe& his creden- 
tials, he had affumed the functions of 
the government to which he was 
deputed. Yet the government re- 
folved to fee in him only the repre- 
fentative of a Republic, to which it 
was fincerely attached, gave him the 
fame warm and cordial reception 
which he had experienced from its 
citizens, without a fingle exception, 
from Charlefton to Philadelphia. The 
then fituation of France deferves to 
be remembered. 

While the recolleétion adds, Citi- 
zen Miniiter, to the glory with which 
your nation is encircled, it eftablifhes 
the fincerity of the United States. 

The moft formidable combination 
the world had ever feen, threatened 
the extermination of this Republic. 
Auftria, Germany, Pruffia, Britain, 
Spain, Holland, and Sardinia, were 
in arms againft France, and Ruflia 
was leagued in the coalition. Nor 
was this all. The Republic, dif- 
trated by internal divifions, con- 
tained numerous enemies within its 
own bofom, and a confiderable por- 
tion of its proper force was arrayed 
againft itfelf. In fuch a ftate of 
things, the moft fanguine might fear, 
and the moft ardent hefitate. Confi- 
dent in their ftrength, and relying on 
fuccefs, the coalefced powers fought 
to arm in their caufe the refidue of 
the world, and deemed it criminal to 
acknowledge the fovereignty of the 
Republic. The nations of Europe, 


even thofe who had not entered into 
the conteft, were either of themfelves 
unwilling to acknowledge this fove- 
reignty, or were deterred by fear 
from | fo. Had the partialities 
of America been againft France, this 
example would have been followed. 
According to the rules of ordinary 
calculation, the meafure would have 
been fafe, and confequently a go- 
vernment feeling the . attachments 
now fo unjuftly attributed to that of 
the United States, would have indi- 
cated thofe attachments by its adop- 
tion. Far from purfuing fuch a 
fyftem, the United States, unawed by 
the ftrength of the coalition, received 
with open arms the minifter of this 
Republic, acknowledged with enthu- 
fialm the government which had 
deputed him, overlooked his extraor- 
dinary attacks on their fovereignty 
and manifefted a cordial friendthip 
for his nation and a fincere with 
for its fuccefs. 

Scarcely were the firft ceremonies 
of his reception over, when Mr. 
Genet difplayed a difpofition to ufurp 
and exercife, within the United 
States, the choiceft and moft impor- 
tant duties and powers of fovereignty. 
He claimed the privileges of arming 
and embodying the citizens of Ame- 
rica within their own territory, to 
carry on from thence expeditions 
againft nations with whoin they were 
at peace, of fitting out and equipping 
within their limits privateers, to 
cruize on a commerce deftined for 
their ports, of exerciling within their 
jurifdictiion, an independent judiciary, 
and of arraigning their government 
at the bar of the people. The un- 
derfigned will not afk in what man- 
ner France would have treated any 
foreign minifter who fhould have 
dared fo to conduct himfelf towards 
this Republic? But in what manner 
would the American government 
have treated fuch a minifter, if the 
reprefentative of a nation it viewed 
with coldnefs, or even indifference ? 
In what manner would it have 
treated him, had he been the repre- 

fentative 


_— 







































1 
pone 
%, 





424 


fentative of any other nation than 
France? No man acquainted with 
that government can doubt how 
thefe enquiries ought to be anfwered. 
From the minifier of France alone 
could this extraordinary conduct be 
borne with temper. To have con- 
tinued to have borne it, without per- 
ceiving and feeling its extreme im- 
propriety, would have been to have 
merited the contempt as well of 
France as of the other powers of the 
earth. The government of the Uhi- 
ted States did feel it; but far from 
transferring to his nation that re- 
fentment, which fuch condu& could 
not fail to excite, it diftinguifhed 
ftrongly between the government and 
its minifter, and the reprefentations 
it made were in the language of a 
friend afflicted but not irritated by 
the injuries it complained of. The 
recal of that minifter was received 
with univerfal joy, as a confirmation 
that his whole fyftem of condu& 
was attributable only to himfelf ; and 
not even the publication of his pri- 
vate inftructions could perfuade the 
American government to afcribe any 
part of it to this Republic. 

At the fame time the exertions of 
the United States to pay up the 
arrearages of their debt to France, 
which had been unavoidably per- 
mitted to accumulate, to make difin- 
terefted and liberal advances to the 
fufferers of St. Domingo, thrown 
fuddenly upon them, without pro- 
vifions or money, whofe recommen- 
dation was that they were French- 
men and unfortunate, the perfever- 
ance with which they apologifed for 
and afcribed any occafional injuries 
they fuftained to the force of circum- 
ftances, the intereft which they con- 
tinued openly to take in all the for- 
tunes of this Republic, manifefted 
partialities of a very different fort 
from thofe which have been fo un- 
juftly attributed to them. > 

At this period too, a great princi- 
ple was brought into difcuffion, the 
difpaffionate confideration of which 
is eflentia] to the fair eftimate of the 
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charges made by France againft the, 
government of the United States, 
The property of French citizens was 
taken by Britifh cruizers and fhips 
of war, out of American bottoms, 
and the American government fub- 
mitted to the practice. The 
priety of fubmitting to it depends 
entirely on the naked right of the 
captors, under the exifting circum. 
ftances of the cafe, to exercife fuch 
a power. The circumftances were 
thefe. In the treaty of commerce 
made between France and the United 
States in February 1778, it was ftipu- 
lated in fubftance, that neither party 
fhould take out of the veffels of the 
other, the goods of its enemy, but 
that the character of the bottom 
fhould be imparted to its c 
With England the United States 
had made no ftipulation on the 
fubje&t. 

It follows then that the rights of 
England, being neither diminifhed 
or encreafed by compact, rema‘ned 
precifely in their natural ftate, and 
were to be afcertained by fome pre- 
exifting acknowledged principle. 

This principle is to be fearched 
for in the law of nations. That law 
forms, independent of compact, a rule 
of action by which the fovereignties 
of the civilized world confent to be 
governed. It prefcribes what one- 
nation may do without giving juft 
caufe of war, and what, of conrife- 
quence, another may and ought to 
permit, without being confidered as 
having facrificed its honour, its dig- 
nity, or independence. 

What then is the doétrine of the 
law of nations on this fubje&? Do 
neutral bottoms of right, iaiepenla 
of particular compact, protect hoftile 
goods? The queftion is to be con- 
fidered on its own right, uninfluenced 
by the withes or the interefts of a 
neutral or belligerent power. 

It is a general rule that war gives 
to a belligerent power a right to 
feize and confifcate the goods of his 
enemy. However humanity may 
deplore the application of this prin- 

ciple, 
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It is fuppofed that it cannot be fo effets 


communicated ; becaufe the ocean 
being common to all nations no abfo- 
lute fovereignty can be acquired in 
it; the rights of alt are equal, and 
muft neceflarily check, limit, and 
reftrain ¢ach other. The fuperior 
right therefore of abfolute fove- 
reignty to protect all within 
its own territory, ceafes to be fupe- 
rior when the property is no fonger 
within its own territory, and may be 
encountered by the. ig acknow- 

right of a bellige power 
to feize and confifcate the goods of 
his enemy. If the belligerent per- 
mits the neutral to without 
hazard to himfelf, thus to ferve and 
aid his > yet he does not relin- 
quifh ethe right of defeating that 
attempt whenever it fhall os 
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which is inherent in every govern- 
ment, is not transferred to a veffel 
navigating the high feas. The right 
of a belligerent over the goods of his 
enemy within his reach, is as com- 
plete, as his right over contraband 
of war, and it feems a pofition not 
eafily to be refuted, that a fituation 
that will not prote& the one, will 
not protect the other. A neutral 
bottom thtn does not of right, in 
cafes where no compaé exifts, pro- 
te& from his enemy the goods of a 
belligerent power. ue 

To this reafoning, the practice of 
nations has conformed, and the com- 
mon ing of mankind feems 
to have a Vattel, B. 3. 
Se@t.w 115, .fays pofitively, “ that 
ing to an enemy, found 
on board a neutral fhip are f{eizable 
by the rights of war.” 

Vattel is believed to be fupported 
by the moft approved writers on the 
fame fubje&t.. It is deemed unnecef- 
fary to oe citations to this 
point ; becaufe France herfelf is fup- 
pofed to have decided it. In her 
maritime ordonnance of the year 
1744, which is confidered as having 
been ‘in force in 1778, enemy goods 
in neutral bottoms, rally, are 
declared liable to feizure and confil- 
cation. From the operation of this 
rule are sted the veffels of Den- 
mark, and the United Provinces, 
to whom fpecial tréaties fecured 
the exception.” In the ordonnance 
of the 26th July, 1778, the firft 
article of which is confidered as for- 
bidding the cruizers of France to 

op and bring into port neutral vel- 

having on board the goods of 

an enemy, a power is referved to 
e the privilege granted to neu- 

by that article, if the enemy 
fhould not grant the fame privilege 
within fix months from the publica- 
's a conviction that the ex- 
from the capture of the 
an enemy, which fhould be 
board the vefleh of 4 neutral 
3 I pewer, 
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power, not having ftipulated ne 
exemption by treaty, was a privi 
granted by ¥* i ibeasiomens and that 
the mere revocation of the ordonnance 
would abolifh the privilege, and re+ 
ftore the ancient rule. It will not 
be contended that France continued 
ina long courfe of practice and of 
legiflation oppofed to her own opi- 
nion of the law of nations. It muft 
then be confidered as the opinion of 
Franee, that under the Inw neutral 
bottoms afford no protection to the 
goods of an enemy. This aman 
thus admitted to have been efta- 
blithed, is fuppofed by fome to have 
been ¢ by the armed neu- 
trality. A new law of nations, it is 
contended, was introduced, by that 
confederation. But who were the 
parties to that federation, and what 
was its obje&? The northern mari- 
time powers united to proteé by 
force, in their own bottoms, during 
the then exiting war, the goods 
either and of all the belligerent 
powers. The in its own 
nature was © with refpe& to 
its object and its duration. It did 
not purport to ¢hange nor could it 
change permanently and univerfally 
the rights of nations not becoming 
parties to it. It did indeed hold 
forth the promife of future more 
permanent and more general engage- 
ments for the fame object, but fuch 
engagements were never formed. 
How then can this temporary and 
partial convention be confidered as 
altering, radically and generally, 

inciples which have been univer- 
fally adopted, and in the modifica 
tions of which alt have an intereft? 
Would France herfelf admit thata 
combination, fuch as that which 
conftituted the armed neutrality, may 
rightfully change the law of a 
and eftablifh a new code of univér 
obligation ? It is believed that no na- 
tion on earth would more perfever- 
ingly oppofe fuch an imvafion of its 
fovereignty. + 

There feems then to be no foiid 
grovad for maintaining, that the ge- 
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neral law of nations has been at all 
varied by the armed neutrality. 

It remains to enquire whether the 
treaties, between. France and the 
United States, pledge either nation 
to affert and eftablith the principle, 
that free bottoms make free goods. 

The treaty of amity and com- 
merce, concluded the 6th February 
1778, ftipulates reciprocally for the 
right of trading with and protecting 
the goods of the enemy of either 
party in the veffels of the other, and 
in turn furrenders its own goods 
found in the veffels uf an enemy, but 
it contains no clauie impofing on 
either party the duty of extending 
the principle or of fwpporting its ap- 
plication to other nations. The fti- 
pulations of that treaty are negative 
as well as affirmative. They fpecify 
as well the difabilities intended to be 
created and the duties to be impofed 
as the privileges deligned to be grant- 
Had it been intended that either 
nation fhould have been beund to 
maintain this principle in its inter- 
courfe with others, or fhould have 
been in any degree incapacitated 
from profecuting freely that inter- 
courfe, without the previous admif- 
fion ef the principle, a ftipulatioa to 
that effect w have been made. 
No fuch ftipulation having been 
made, the parties cannot be 
to have intended it. Indeed it would 
have been madnefs in the United 
States, under their adtual circum- 
ftances, to have formed fuch an 
agreement. There being no exprefs 
ftipulation to this effet, it cannot 
be fuppofed to have been implied. 
Nations forming a folemn compact 


to be reforted to for the fandard of 
adjufting their differences, do not 
leave to implication fuch delicate 
and important points. Indeed if a 
great principle not mentioned is 
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is to make the implication, and to 
what extent is implication to be al- 
lowed? It is very eafy to perceive, 
that the doctrine of implying in 
contracts ftipulations never formed, 
would deftroy all certainty of con- 
ftruction, and open a boundlefs field 
of controverfy to the contracting 
rties. 

It refults from the very nature of 
a contract which affects the rights of 
the parties, but not of others, and 
from the admiilion of a general rule 
of aétion, binding independent of 
compact, which may be changed by 
confent, but is only changed fo far 
as that confent is aétually given, 
that a treaty between any two na- 
tions muft leave to all others thofe 
rights-which the law of nations ac- 
knowledges ; and muft leave each of 
the contracting parties fubjeé to the 
operation of thofe rights. For the 
truth of this pofition, believed to be 
fo clear in itfelf, and which it is fup- 
pofed the hiftory of all Europe will 
illuftrate, the ordonnance of 1744 
already quoted is confidered as fur- 
nifhing an unequivocal authority. 
By that ordonnance the law of na- 
tions is applied to all thofe neutrals 
with whom France had not ftipu- 
lated; that the quality of their bot- 
toms fhould be imparted to their 
cargoes, while thofe with whom fuch 
ftipulations had been made are ex- 
empted from the application of the 
law. 

The defire of eftablifhing univer- 
fally the principle that neutral bot- 
toms fhall make neutral goods, is 
perhaps felt by no nation on earth, 
more ftrongly than by the United 
States. Perhaps no nation is more 
deeply interefted in its eftablifhment. 
It is an object they keep in view, 
and if not forced by violence to 
abandon, they will purfue in fuch 
manner as their own judgment may 
di€tate as being beft calculated to 
attain it; but the wifh to eftablith 
a principle is effentially different 
from a determination that it-is al- 
ready eftablifhed. The interefts of 
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the United States could not fail to 
produce the with, their duty forbid 
them to indulge it, when deciding 
ona mere right. However folicitous 
America might be to purfue all pro- 
per means, tending to obtain for this 
principle the affent of all or any of 
the maritime powers of Europe, fhe 
never conceived the idea of obtaining 
that confent by force. 

The United States will only arm 
to defend their own rights, neither 
their policy nor their interefts permit 
them to arm, in order to compel a 
furrender of the rights of others. 
Thefe and other confiderations, which 
have been fubmitted to the govern- 
ment of France, produced on the 
part of the United States, a decifion, 
that their bottoms could not of right 
prote& the goods of a belligerent 
power from an enemy not bound to 
refpe&t the principle. This decifion 
was founded on the moft perfect con- 
viction that it was enjoined by the 
law of nations, and that good faith, 
refpe& for truth, and for the duties 
of an upright and honeft judgment, 
rendered it indifpenfable. This con- 
viction remains unfhaken. If thefe 
arguments, which ftill appear con- 
clufive to the American government, 
have not the fame operation on the 
judgment of France, they muft at 
leaft be fufficient to evince the fince- 
rity with which that government has 
acted, and to prove that its condud, 
in this refpeét, was produced by a 
fenfe of duty, and not by any par- 
tiality for a nation againft which it 
was, at that time, confiderably irri- 
tated by other caufes. 

The underfigned, Citizen Minifter, 
rely too implicitly on your candour 
and difcernment, to apprehend that 
you will eftimate improperly the mo- 
tives which on this effential point 
have influenced and guided the Uni« 
ted States. 

The easly decifion of the Ameri- 
can government on this fubje&t was 
immediately openly avowed, and 


. amply fupported by Mr. Jefferfon, 


the. then Secretary of State, in his 
letter 
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letter to Mr. Genet, dated the 24th 

uly; 1793; and in his letter to 

orris dated 16th Auguft in the 
fame year. The arguments which 
thofe letters contain, were fuppofed 
to have fatished the government of 
France, fince its minifters in the 
United States no longer controverted 
the principle they fupported. Indeed 
thofe arguments appeared too con- 
clufive to permit a doubt concern- 
ing the fuccefs which would attend 
them. 

In Auguft 1794 when Mr. Mon- 
roe, the then Minifter of the United 
States to this Republic, was received 
into the bofom of the Convention, 
France obvioufly did not confider the 
acknowledgment of this eftablifhed 

inciple of the law of nations, as 
indicating a partiality towards her 
enemy. The language ufed on the 
occafion could only have been ufed 
to the minifter of ‘a nation whofe 
friendfhip was valued and whofe con- 
du& had evinced the fincerity of its 
profefiions: It was then declared 


“ that the fweeteft, the frankeft fra- 
ternity united in effect the two 
Republics,” and that “ their union 


would be forever indiffoluble.”— 
Thefe declarations made long after 
America had avowed its neutrality, 
and had avowed its acquiefcence un- 
der the principle that a belligerent 
power, unreftrained by particular 
treaty, may of right take out of the 
bottoms of a neutral, the goods of its 
enemy, demonftrate that neither that 
neutrality nor that acquiefcence in- 
duced the want of a proper regard 
for France. The government of the 
United States ftill cherifhes the hope, 
that this true and fair eftimate then 
made of its conduét, may be foon 
refumed by a nation whofe friendfhip 
it has affiduoufly and unremittingly 
cultivated, by all thofe means which 
good faith and juftice could permit 
it to ufe. 

After the difcuffion of this inter- 
efting queftion was fuppofed to have 
been clofed, and France was believed 
to have been entirely content with 
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that fyftem in which the United 
States found themfelves bound to 
perfevere, fome complaints were 
made, not againft the principles 

by the government, but 
againft the application of thofe prin- 
ciples to particular cafes fuppofed not 
to come within them. The neutra- 
lity of the United States could not 
permit prize to be made of thofe 
veffels belonging to nations with 
whom they were at peace, within 
their jurifdiQtion, or by privateers 


“fitted out in their own ports. Regu- 


lations to this effe& were neceffarily 
made, and to enforce the obfervance 
of thofe regulations was a duty not 
to be difpenfed with. The right of 
one of the belligerent powers, to ob- 
tain the releafe of a veffel captured 
under fuch circumftances was as fa- 
cred as the right of the captor to a 
veffel taken on the high feas and 
which according to the ufages of 
war was lawful prize. The United 
States were bound to refpeét the 
rights of both. To do fo, it was 
neceflary to examine the facts; for 
which purpofe, a tribunal, in which 
both parties might be fairly heard, 
was unavoidable. Some complaints 
were made of particular vexations, 
and each complaint has heretofore 
been particularly attended to. It is 
believed to be unneceflary to review 
thefe feveral cafes, becaufe the un- 
derfigned are entirely perfuaded that 
explanations already given muft have 
been completely fatisfaGtory. Should 
any one of them be ftill confidered 
as furnifhing fubje& for complaint, 
the underfigned will: proceed to its 
inveftigation, with the moft fincere 
defire to attain truth, and to redrefs 
the wrong, if any has been com- 
mitted, 

During this period, the caufes of 
complaint againft France, on the part 
of the United States, were by no 
means inconfiderable. Their com- 
merce was not exempt from depre- 
dations, believed to be entirely un- 
warrantable, made upon it by the 
cruifers of this Republic. 
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On the 9th May, 1793, the Na- 
tional Convention pafled a decree 
relative to the commerce of neutrals, 
the firft article of which is in thefe 
words, “ The French fhips of war 
and privateers may ftop and bring 
into the ports of the Republic fuch 
neutral veffels as are loaded, in whole 
or in part, either with provifiong be- 
longing to neutrals, and deftined for 
enemy ports, or with merchandife 
belonging to enemies.” In confe- 
quence of the remonftrances of the 
American Minifter, the Convention, 
on the 23d May, declared “ that 
the veffels of the United States are 
not comprifed in the regulations of 
the decree of the gth May.” On 
the 28th of the fame month the 
Convention repealed the decree of 
the 23d—-On the ift July they re- 
eftablithed it. On the 27th July it 
was again repealed. Under the de- 
cree of the gth May, the veflels of 
the United States were captured, 
brought into the ports of France, 
and their cargoes difpofed of. Cold 
this decree, Citizen Miunifter, be re- 
garded otherwife than as infringing 
the laws of nations, the rights of 
neutrals, and the particular engage- 
ments, fubfifting between France 
and the United States? 

When on the 8th June in the 
fame year, the Britifh government 
iffued a fimilar order, its injuftice 
produced a ferment throughout Ame- 
rica indicating ftrong difpofitions im- 
mediately to oppofe its execution by 
force. The letter of Mr. Jefferfon, 
the then Secretary of State to the 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of the Uni- 
ted States at London, dated the 7th 
September, 1793, and remonftrating 
againft the order of the sth June, 
contains fo much juftnefs of fenti- 
ment and ftrength of argument, as 
to have been quoted by your prede- 
ceffor, in his letter to Mr. Monroe 
of the gth March, 1796. 

It cannot efcape you, Citizen Mi- 
nifter, that the arguments of Mr. 
Jefferfon, concerning the order of 
the 8th June, apply conclufively to 


the decree of tie gth May; and that 
to them are to be added thofe argu- 
ments which are to be drawn from 
the hardfhip of being abfolutely com- * 
pelled, without any alternative, to 
part with the cargoes in France, and 
thofe alfo which are drawn from the 
duties impofed by an exprefs and 
folemn treaty. 

Nothing can demonftrate more 
conclufively the real temper of the 
United States, than the difference 
between the reception given to the 
decree of the Convention of the gth 
May, and that which was given to 
the order of the Britifh cabinet of 
the 8th June. 

A large number of American vef- 
fels too were for a Jong time detained 
at Bourdeaux, very much to the injury 
of the owners, without afligning a 
motive for fuch detention, or putting 
it in the power of the government to 
conjeture the caufe of a meafure 
which fo deeply affected the’ intereft 
of their fellow-citizens—Thefe and 
other embarraflments were experi- 
enced, but they could not diminith 
the attachment of the United States 
to France. In the midf of them, 
prayers were offered up, through the 
whole extent of the American conti- 
nent, for the fuccefs of this republic. 
The government fecling the fame fen- 
timent, difplayed it, at leaft, as far 
as was compatible with the decent 
deportment required from a nation, 
not a party in the war, and profefling 
neutrality. Such would not have 
been the conduct of a government and 
people, in fecret unfriendly to France. 

Very ftrong and juft refentments 
were at that time infpired by the hof- 
tile conduct of Britain. The inftruc- 
tions of June, 1793, whereby Ame- 
rican veflels laden with provifions for 
France, were brought into the ports 
of Britain, there to fell fuch cargoes, 
or to give fecurity to fell them in 
other ports in amity with England, 
and the ftill more offenfive order of 
November the 6th, in the fame year, 
whereby veffels laden with the pro- 
duce of a French Colony were or- 

dered 
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dered to be brought in for adjudica- 
tion; added to the pre-exifting caufes 
of mutual irritation, had produced 
fuch a ftate of things as to render it 
obvious that the injuries complained 
of by America muft be entirely done 
away, or that war was the inevitable 
confequence. : 

This ftate of things was not fo 
altered by the order of the 8th of 
peasy 1794, revoking that of the 
iixth of Nevember 1793, as to pro- 
mife a different refult. But as a, 
nation preferring peace to war will 
ever make a peaceful demand of re- 
paration for injuries fuftained before 
that ration is fought by the 
fword, and es the policy of America 
has ever been, “ to purfue peace 
with unremitting zeal before the laft 
refource which has fo often been the 
fcourge of nations, and could net 
fail to check the advanced profperity 
of the United States was contem- 
plated,” an Envoy Extraordinary 


was deputed to his Britannic Ma- 
jfty. « Carrying with him a full 

ledge of the exifting temper and 
fenfibility of his country, it was ex- 
pected that he would vindicate its 


rights with firmnefs and cultivate 
peace with fincerity.” 

Truly defirous as the American 
government were of preferving peace 
with Britain, its determination was 
unalterabie, not to preferve it, nor 
to receive compenfation for injuries 
fuftained, nor fecurity againft their 
future commiffion, at the expence of 
the fmalleft of its ¢ ments to 
France. Explicit pofitive ine 
ftructions to this effect were given 
to Mr. Jay, and thofe inftructions 
were freely communicated to the 
Minifter of this Republic then at 
Philadelphia. The negociation of 
the American Envoy terminated in 
a treaty in many refpedis defirable to 
the United States. 

But however defirable its objects 
might be, the government of the 
United States would not have hefi- 
tated to reject them had they been 
accompanied with any flipulation 
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violating or weakening its engage- 
ments to France. But it has been 
able to difcern no fuch ftipulation. 
The twenty-fifth article of that treaty 
guards the rights of this Republic 
by the following claufe. Nothing 
in this treaty contained fhall, how- 
ever, be confirued to operate contrary 
to former and exifting public treaties 
with other Sovereigns or States.” 
The treaty with France being * a 
former and exifting public treaty,” 
and it being thus provided that no- 
thing contained in the treaty with 
Britain “ fhould be conftrued or ope- 
rate contrary to it,” the fpovernment 
of the United States did not appre- 
hend that the treaty with Britain 
could be confidered as affeiing its 
relations to France. But fuch was 
its attention to its ally that the in- 
ftrument was previous to its ratifica- 
tion fubmi to the confideration 
of the Minifter of this Republic, 
who was invited to communicate 
ee 
ted States, fuch obfervations upon it 
as he might j proper. Mr. Adet 
in a letter addrefied to Mr. Randolph, 
dated 12th Meffidor, 3d year of the 
French Republic (30th June, 1795) 
expreffes his fenfe cf this edure 
in the following words. “ This frank 
meafure is to me a fure guaranty of 
the friendthip of the American go- 
vernment towards France, and of the 
fidelity with which it always marks 
its condudt towards a faithful ally.” 
He then ftated thofe reflections to 
which the reading of the treaty had 
given birth. The articles which re- 
late to enemy goods in neutral bot- 
toms, are mentioned without a com- 
ment. He contended that the lift 
of contraband was fwelled, and that 
the 23d, 24th, and asth articles of 
the treaty with Britain, ceded to that 
power advantages inconfiftent with 
the previous cefhons to France. This 
letter was anfwered by Mr. Randolph 
on the 6th of July following, who 
proves that ne article was enume- 
rated in the lift of contraband, in 
the treaty between the United ny 
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and Britain, which was not of that 
defcription previous to its formation, 
and independent of it, noticed briefly 
the fubject of enemy goods in neutral 
bottoms, and demonttrated that the 
objections of Mr. Adet to the 23d, 
24th, and agth articles were entirely 
founded on a mifconftruction of them. 
This mifconftruétion was fo apparent, 
that Britain has never clai it nor 
would the American government ever 
have admitted it. The letter of Mr. 
Randolph clofes the fubje& of enemy 
contraband and of enemy property 
taken out of neutral bottoms, with 
a paragraph to which, Citizen Mi- 
nifter, your attention is folicited, 
“* Hitherto however (fays he) I have 
fpoken upon principles of right. 
Upon any other principles, and more 
efpecially upon thofe of hardfhip and 
injury to a friend, it fhall be a topic 
of the negociation now opening be- 
tween uss With the temper which 
will pervade the whole of it; 1 can- 
not doubt, that fome modification 
may be devifed, and it may be 
feparated from the general treaty fo 
as not to be delayed by it. 

It was then 2 that the 
Government of the Qnited States, 
actuated by that friendfhip which 
tranfeends the line of ftrict obliga- 
tion, was willing gratuitoufly to re- 
leafe her ally from thofe ftipulations 
of a former treaty, which im the 
courfe of events were deemed to 
operate unfavourab i 
readinefs to 
friendthip the more ftrongly, as the 
fituations in which the two nations 


for which the article provides. The 
anfwer of Mr. Randolph concludes 
to 


with requefting an ity 
there be fuch, by 
tion: no remaining doubts were 
ftated, and therefore as well 
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would confider the treaty with Bri- 
tain as an accommodation defirable 
by the United States and not difad- 
vantageous to France. 

It is not eafy to exprefs the 
chagrin felt by the American govern- 
ment on learning that in this treaty 
the United States were fuppofed to 
have “ knowingly and evidently fa- 
crificed their conne€tion with this 
Republic and the moft effential and 
leaft contefted prerogatives of neu- 
trality.” With the firmnefi of con- 
{cious integrity the United States 
aver that they have never knowingly 
facrificed or impaired their connec- 
tion with this Republic nor the pre- 
rogatives of neutrality, but that they 
have, according to their beft judg- 
ment, invariably fought to preferve 
both. 

The underfigned will endeavour 
faithfully to ftate the impreffions of 
the government they reprefent on this 
interefting fubject. The edjedctions 
made to this treaty by your predecef- 
for in office in his note to Mr. Mon- 
roe, dated 19th of Ventofe, 4th year 
of the French Republic one in- 
divifible (gth March, 1796), are : 

if. That'the United States, be- 
fides having departed from the prin- 
ciples eftablithed by the armed neu- 
trality have given to England, to 
the detriment of their firft allies, the 
moft ftriking mark of an unbounded 
condefcenfion, by abandoning the 
limits given to contraband by the 
law of nations, by their treaties 
with all other nations and even by 
thofe of England with the greater 
part of the maritime powers. 

ad. That they have confent- 
ed to extend the denomination of 
contraband even to provifions. In- 
ftead of pointing out particularly, as 
all treaties do, the cafes of the effec- 
tive blockade of a place, as alone 
forming an exception to the freedom 
of this article ¢ a nied by 
knowledged the pretenfions rai 

to create blockades in the 
Colonies, and even in France, by the 

force of a bare proclamation. ; 
Mr. 
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.. Mr. Adet in his letter to Mr. 
ing, dated asth Brumaire sth 
of the French Republic one and 
indivifible (15th November, 1796,) 
has repeated the fame objection, and 
has been pleafed alfo to fuperadd 
fome obfervations relative to the 
formation of fuch a treaty generally, 
and the circumftances attending its 
negociation, in terms not to have 
been &ed by the firft and almoft 


expe 
only} voluntary friend of the 
ee lice 

fe having been the only {pecific 


Repub 
objections jally made to the 
treaty with Britain by the govern- 
ment of France either in Paris, or in 
Philadelphia, are neceflarily fup- 
to be the only objections which 
ve. OCC : 
have often been difcuffed on 
the part of the United States, but 
that difcuffion will be renewed, be- 
caufe, although the underfigned may 
be unable to fuggeft any argument 
not heretofore urged, they cannot 
refit the hope that an attentive 
reconfideration of thofe arguments 
may give them a fuccefs which has 
not yet attended then. 
. The firft obje&tion may be fuppofed 
to confift of two parts. ft. The 
abandonment of the principle that 
neutral bottoms make neutral 
an objection rather infinuated than 
expreffed, and 2dly the addition to 
the catalogue of contraband. 
rft- On the firft part of the objec- 
tion, it is obfervable that the ftate- 
ments of the late Minifter of Ex- 
terior Relations, and of Mr. Adet, 
feem to admit, but certainly do not 
controvert the pofition, that previous 
to the formation of the armed neu- 
trality, a belligerent power could 
rightfully take out of the bottoms of 
a neutral the of its. enemy. 
This pofition is believed to be uncon- 
trovertible, fome of the arguments 
in fi of it have been already 
detailed, and it is deemed ; 
to repeat or toadd to them. To this 


principle of the armed neutrality’ 


with a departure from which, ‘the 
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United States feem to be impliedly 
charged, the note of Mr. De la 
Croix does not affign any obligation 
whatever; nor does he appear to 
coniider it as having been engrafted 
by that confederation on the law of 
nations. On this point Mr. Adet has 
not been more explicit. He feems to 
have been content with vague infinu- 
ations, and not to have been willing 
to commit himfelf by a dire& aver- 
ment that in confequence of the 
armed neutrality the law of nations 
on this fubje& is changed... The un- 
derfigned are unwilling to combat at 
length a propofition not pofitively 
advanced, which they deem fo clearly 
indefenfible, and will therefore refer 
to the brief obfervation already made 
“— it. 

t may not however be improper 
here to notice that in February 
1778, when the treaty between 
France and the United States was 
entered into, the armed neutrality 
had not been formed : of confequenice 
the ftate of things, on which that 
treaty operated, was regulated by the 
law of nations, as it clearly exifted 
previous to the formation of the 
armed neutrality. It is fuppofed to 
be admitted, that according: to that 
{tate of things, neutral bottoms could 
afford no proteétion to the goods of 
anenemy. The ftipulation then of 
the article of that treaty was under- 


ftood at the time, by the contraéting 
parties, to form an a to a 
general rule; which would retain its 
obligation in all cafes where it was 
not If then the contracting 
parties had defigned to impofe on 
each other the neceflity of extend- 
ing this exception to other nations, 
fo as to convert it into a general 
rule, they would have exprefied this 
intention in their contraét ;. not 
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It is alfo worthy of obfervation 
that when this treaty was made the 
United States were at war, and 
France at peace with Britain. In 
this ftate of things, which might 
have continued, had not war been 
declared or hoftilities commenced by 
England, the bottoms of France 
would have protected from American 
cruizers Englifh property, while 
they would not have protected from 
Britifh cruizers American property. 
This was the neceffary refult of that 
{tate of things under which the 
treaty was formed; America had 
confented to it; and neither could 
or would have complained. 

It is alfo to be noticed that before 
the negociation with England had 
commenced, the government of the 
United States had openly avowed 
that opinion on this fubje&, which 
its beft judgment dictated. This 
opinion perfe&ly unconnected with 
that negociation was known by all to 
form and regulate the bafis of its con- 
du&. The letters from Mr. Jeffer- 
fon already quoted had ftated to the 
world the perfect conviction of the 
United States, that by the law of na- 
tions a belligerent power, not re- 
ftrained by particular treaty, might 
rightfully take out of the bottoms of 
a neutral the goods of its enemy, as 
well as their determination that they 
could not and ought not to oppole 
the exercife of this right. The right 
having been clearly and unavoidably 
admitted, and the determination to 
acquiefce under its exercife having 
been avowed openly, Mr. Jay could 
only folicit its furrender. Had no 
treaty been formed, or had that 
treaty omitted to mention the princi- 
ple, the right would ftill have exifted, 
would ftili have been acknowledged, 
and would ftill have been exercifed. 
The treaty does not, in fact or in ex- 
preffion, cede a new privilege, it re- 
gulates the exercife of one before 
exifting and before acknowledged to 
exift. The harfh means of exercif- 
ing this right which are given by 
the law of nations, are modified and 

Vou. Il. 


foftened by the treaty, and this is the 
only effect which the article on this 
fubje& has produced : it was the only 
motive and it was a fufficient motive 
for introducing it. 

The fecond branch of this objec- 
tion feems more to be relied on and 
comes forward in a more decifive 
fhape; it ism—That the United 
States have abandoned the limit 
given to contraband by the law of 
nations, by their treaties with all 
other nations, and even by thofe of 
England with a greater part of the 
maritime powers. 

The limit of contraband is fup- 
pofed to have been extended by in- 
ferting in the catalogue naval ftores 
and timber for fhip-building. 

To eftimate rightly a charge fo 
warmly made, it becomes indifpenfa- 
ble to afcertain whether thofe articles 
are, independent of treaty, by the law 
of nations contraband of war: on 
this fingle point feems to reft the 
verity of the accufation. 

It is regretted that thofe who have 
averred the negative have not been 
pleafed to furnith authorities in fup- 
port of the opinion they advance. 
Such authorities would have been 
confidered with candour, and any 
conviction they might have produced 
would have been freely acknow- 
ledged. But no fuch authorities are 
furnifhed and it is believed that none 
exilt. 

America folicitous to confine as 
much as potlible by common confent 
the lift of contraband; but deter- 
mined, however fhe might oppofe its 
enlargement, not to attempt its 
diminution by force, was under the 
neceflity of examining the fubject, 
and of afcertaining the line of parti- 
tion between the rights of neutrals 
and of beiligerent powers. 

As guides in fuch a fearch, fhe 
could only take the moft approved 
writers on the law of nations. Thele 
are believed to clafs timber for fhip- 
building and naval ftores for the 
equipment of veffels, among articles 
admitted to be contraband of war. 

3K Vattel 
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Vattel (B. 7. Se&. 112.) defines con- 
traband. goods to be “ commodities 
particularly ufed in war: fuch are 
arms, military and naval ftores, tim- 
ber, horfes, and even provifions in 
certain junctures, where there are 
hopes of reducing the enemy by 
famine.” The treaty between France 
and Denmark, concluded in 1742, 
places tar, rofin, fails, hemp, cordage, 
matts and timber for fhip-building on 
the catalogue of contraband: and 
Valin in his commentary on the 
marine ordinances of France (vol. 2- 
page 264.) fays that “ of right thefe 
articles are now contraband, and 
have been fo from the commence- 
ment of the prefent century.” In 
conformity with thefe opinions has 
been that of America; and if the 
law of nations was underftood by the 
moft approved jurifts, fhe has not 
erred. 

But the modern public law of 
nations, and modern treaties are faid 
to have eftablifhed a different rule. 
If the modern public law of nations 
has changed the principle, fuch 
change is yet unknown to the United 
States—it is much to be wifhed that 
more full and fatisfactory informa- 
tion had been given in fupport of 
an opinion, a difference on which is 
alleged to have produced confe- 
quences fo extremely calamitous. 

It is not averred that the armed 
neutrality has conftituted this modern 
public law. It is fuppofed that this 
cannot be averred, becaufe France 
will never admit the right of a con- 
federacy, whatever may be its power, 
to impofe the law on thofe who are 
not parties to it. It is fuppofed alfo, 
that this cannot be averred for 
another reafon. The members of 
the armed neutrality had not them- 
felves agreed upon the articles which 
fhould be deemed contraband. Ruffia, 
the power originating that cele- 
brated, though fhort lived compaét, 
publifhed in 1780, the principles on 
which fhe would maintain the com- 
merce of her fubjets: one of thefe 
was that the articles of contraband 
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fhould be regulated by the roth and 
11th articles of her treaty of com-. 
merce with Great Britain. 

Afterwards, Denmark entered into 
a Convention with Ruffia for main- 
taining generally the principles agreed 
upon, but on the fubjeéts of contra- 
band in particular, Denmark adopted 
as the rule by which to be governed, 
her treaty of commerce with Great 
Britain concluded the 1oth of July 
1670, in the third article of which 
contraband goods are defcribed to be 
“‘ any provisions of war, as foldiers, 
arms, machines, cannon, fhips, or 
other things of necessary use in 
war.” But by a Convention con- 
cluded at London on the 4th of July 
1780, between Great Britain and 
Denmark, to explain the treaty of 
commerce of 1670 between the two 
powers, “ Timber, for sbhip-building, 
tar, rosin, copper in sheets, sails, 
hemp and cordage, and generally 
whatever serves directly for the 
equipment of a vessel, a 
iron and fir planks excepted, wy 
declared to be contraband. 

Denmark having in her convention 
with Rufflia adopted her treaty with 
England, made in 1670, as declara- 
tory of thofe articles which fhe 
would confider as contraband, and 
having by her explanatory agree- 
ment with England fubftituted a par- 
ticular enumeration of articles for a 
general defcription of them, not as 
an amendment, but as an explana- 
tion of the treaty of 1670 has taken 
a different rule, in the very compact 
referred to as eftablifhing a modern 
public law of nations, from that taken 
by Ruffiae The rule of Denmark 
clafles among contraband precifely 
the fame articles which are enume- 
rated as fuch in the treaty between 
the United States and Britain, and 
which are only found in that enume- 
ration, becaufe, it is believed that 
the law of nations has unqueftiona- 
bly fo placed them. Sweden and 
Holland too, in acceding to the 
armed neutrality, adopt their own 
treaties as the rule by which they 
will 
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will refpectively be guided—There 
was then even among the parties 
to this agreement no fixed law of 
contraband. Had the potentates of 
Europe defigned to eftablifh perma- 
nently and generally the principles of 
the armed neutrality, the war which 
originated that Convention, would 
not have terminated without fome 
general agreement concerning it: 
The efforts of Sweden to obtain a 
Congrefs for examining and termi- 
nating the different concerns both of 
the powers at war and of the neutral 
ftates could not have proved entirely 
abortive. 

No argument then can be drawn 
from the armed neutrality in fupport 
of the pofition, that the modern pub- 
lic law of nations, relating to contra- 
band has been abandoned by the 
United States. No modern public 
law having been formed, the rule 
remains unchanged ; and at the pre- 
fent moment as well as when the 
treaty with France was formed, is 
believed to ordain as contraband the 
articles enumerated as fuch in the 
treaty with Britain. 

But it is alleged that in this 
Yeaty the United States have aban- 
doned the limits given to contraband 
by their treaties with all other nations 
and even by thofe of England with a 
greater part of the maritime powers. 

It is true that the United States, 
defirous of liberating commerce, have 
invariably feized every opportunity 
which prefented itfelf to diminifh or 
remove the fhackles impofed on that 
of neutrals. In purfuance of this 
policy, they have on no occafion 
hefitated to reduce the lift of con- 
traband, as between themfelves and 
any nation confenting to fuch reduc- 
tion. Their pre-exifting treaties have 
been with nations as willing as them- 
felves to change the old rule: and 
confequently a ftipulation to that 
effet, being defired by both: parties, 
has been made without difficulty. 
Each contracting party is deemed to 
have an equivalent for the ceffion 
made, in the fimilar ceffion it re- 


ceives from the party with whom it 
contracts. Neither requires of the 
other as an additional confideration 
that it fhall propagate by the fword 
the principles which form the batis 
of their ‘private agreements and 
force unwilling nations to adopt 
them ; nor that it fhould decline to 
regulate by treaty its interefts with 
any other nation which fhould refufe to 
accede to them: as little could either 
fuppofe that its particular contract 
contained any thing obligatory on 
others, or was capable of enlarging 
or diminifhing their rights. The 
treaties of the United States then 
with other nations can only eftablifh 
the limits of contraband, as between 
the contracting parties, and muft 
leave that fubjeét with nations not 
parties to the contract to the law 
which would have governed had fuch 
particular ftipulation never been 
made. According to the exilting 
ftate of things when the negociations 
between the United States, and 
Great Britain were opened, naval 
ftores and timber for thip-building, 
were as between America and Bri- 
tain, contraband of war: they would 
have retained this character had the 
treaty never been made: they would 
have retained it had the treaty con- 
tained no provifion on the fubject. 
The United States were truly defir- 
ous of excluding them from the lift, 
but Britain was unwilling to do fo. 
Had the United States poffeffed the 
means of coercion, their eftablifhed 
policy, founded on the bafis of juf- 
tice, and their own peculiar fituation, 
forbid a refort to thefe means for any 
other purpofe than the defence of 
their own rights, or a compliance 
with their own engagements. It 
was not a cafe in which force would 
have been deemed juttifiable ; and 
the object, being unattainable by 
mutual confent, was unavoidably re- 
linquifhed for the moment. Yet it 
was proper to enumerate the articles 
which were before contraband, and 
which continued to be fo, becaule 
that enumeration notified to the mer- 
chants 
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chants of the United States the 
hazard which their commodities 
would encounter on the feas, and 
becaufe alfo it prevents thofe vexa- 
tious altercations which might other- 
wife have been produced by the 
efforts of one party to fwell, and of 
the other toreduce the lift. 

lf on the refufal of Britain to 
fubftitute any other rule concerning 
contraband, in the place of that 
eftablifhed by the law of nations, 
France finds herfelf in a fituation to 
be injured by an obfervance of her 
engagements with the United States, 
it is not the treaty with Britain, 
but that with France which has pro- 
duced this fituation. This was fore- 
feen when that treaty was en- 
tered into, and did not prevent it. 
The ftipulation concerning contra- 
band was formed when France was 
at peace and America at war; 
although that ftate of things did not 
long continue, yet its continuance 
was by no means deemed impoffible. 
Notwithftanding this, the govern- 
ment of the United States has mani- 
fefted a willingnefs to change this 
ftipulation as well as that which re- 
fpe&ts enemies’ property in neutral 
bottoms, fo foon as France com- 
plained of them: of this the letter 
from Mr. Randolph to Mr. Adet 
already quoted affords conclufive 
teftimony. 

It appears then on examining this 
objection to the treaty between the 
United States and Britain, that it 
has not added to the catalogue of 
contraband a {ingle article; that it 
has ceded no privilege, has granted 
no right, and that it kas not changed 
in the moft minute circumftance the 
pre-exifting fituation of the United 
States in relation either-to France or 
to Britain. Notwithftanding thefe 
truths, the government of the United 
States has haftened to affure its 


former friend that, if the ftipulations 
between them be found oppreffive in 
practice, it is ready to offer up thefe 
ftipulations a willing facrifice at the 
fhrine of friendfhip. 
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In vain will you fearch in this 
procedure for “ a known and evident 
facrifice on the part of the United 
States of their«conneétions with this 
Republic, and of the moft effential 
and leaft contefted prerogatives of 
neutrality.” In vain will you fearch 
for evidence of their “ having given 
to England, to the detriment of their 
firft allies, the moft ftriking mark of 
an unbounded condefcenfion, by 
abandoning the limits given to con- 
traband by the law of nations, by 
their treaties with all other nations, 
and even by thofe of England with 
the greater part of the maritime 
Dowers.”” 

The United States feel thefe re- 
proaches as confcious innocence feels 
the imputation of guilt. 

Secondly. It is alfo alleged, that 
“the United States have confented 
to extend ,the denomination of con- 
traband even to provifions. Inftead 
of pointing out particularly, as all 
treaties do, the cafes of the effective 
blockade of a place, as alone forming 
an exception to the freedom of this 
article, they have tacitly acknow- 
ledged the pretenfions raifed by Eng- 
land to create blockades in our colo- 
nies, and even in Frarice, by the force 
of a bare proclamation.” 

The objections to this article thall 
be conlidered according to its letter, 
and according to its operations. 

The obje€tionable words are, “ and 
whereas the difficulty of agreeing on 
the precife cafes in which alone pro- 
vifions and other articles not gene- 
rally contraband may be regarded as 
fuch, renders it expedient to provide 
againft the inconveniences and mif- 
underftandings which might thence 
arife. It is further agreed that when- 
ever any fuch article, fo becoming 
contraband according to the exifting 
laws of nations, fhall for that reafon 
be feized, the fame fhall not be con- 
fifcated ; but the owners thereof 
fhall be fpeedily and completely in- 
demnified ; and the captors, or, in 
their default, the government under 
whofe authority they aQ, fhal] pay to 
the 


* 
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is the mafters or owners of fuch veflels become contraband ;” in fuch cafe 
nt the full value of all fuch articles, the right to feize them is not given 
ed with a reafonable mercantile profit by this article, but it is admitted by 
is thereon, together with the freight France and by all the world to exift 
al and alfo the demurrage incident to independent of treaty. In fuch cafe 
of fuch detention.” they would have been feized had this 
ch The admiflions contained in this ftipulation never been entered into ; 
en cafe are, ¢ and would have been confifcated alfo. 
ir First, That provifions are not The only alteration, which is by the 
of generally contraband, and that letter of the claufe produced in the 
Dy Secondly, They are fometimes con- law of nations, is to exempt from 
n= traband. confifcation goods which under that : 
>y An effort was made to eftablifh law would have been fubject to i 
Sy the precife cafes in which alone they it. # 
th fhould be fubject to feizure; but But it has been fufpected to have $ 
ne America would only confent to con- an objeét and an operation in practice 
fider them as contraband in the cafe different from its letter. It has been 4 
e- of an effective blockade, fiege, or in- fufpe&ted to cover a defign to admit 4 
=ls veftment of a place; while on the fubftantially certain principles with 
part of England this ftrict interpre- refpeét to blockades which in theory 
at tation of the rule was not admitted: are denied. 
ed but it was contended that provifions § Incapable of duplicity, America, 
n- became contraband when there were with the pride of confcious integrity, 
ad reafonable hopes of reducing the repels this infinuation, and courts an 
all enemy by famine. In this oppofition imyeftigation of the facts on which it 
ve of fentiment to what have the United is founded. 
ng States confented? “To extend the The government of the United 
his denomination of contraband even to States and that of Britain, having 
w- provifions,” “ to acknowledge tacitly conftrued the law of nations differ- 
ig the pretenfions raifed by England to ently in this refpect, each would have 
lo- create blockades in your colonies, and acted upon its own opinion of that 
ce even in France, by the force of a hare law: the privateers of England 
proclamation ?” * In a word, tohave would have feized as contraband any 
all commerce only with England?” Re- goods deemed fuch in their courts of 
Ty confider the words themfelves and it admiralty: and the government of 
will require no comment to prove the United States would have re- 
nd how inapplicable to them are thefe claimed fuch goods, and would have 
on aflertions. The claufe complained fupported the demand in fuch a man- 
‘O= of, having ftated the a‘miffion of the ner as its own judgment dictated. 
e- difficulty already mentioned, proceeds This procedure is not changed. The 
as to fay: “It is further agreed that right te make fuch reclamations has 
de whenever any fuch articles, fo be- not been relinquifhed, nor has the 
if coming contraband according to the legality of the feizure in any other 
ce laws of nations, fhall for that reafon cafe than that of an attempt to enter 
n- be feized, the fame fhall not be con- a place actually invefted, been in any 
ng fifcated, but the owners thereof fhall degree admitted. 
ng be fpeedily and completely indem- It is true, that the Britifh govern- 
on nified.” ; ment renewed the order concerning 
n= It is too clear to admit of contefta-  provifions about the time of the rati- 
sof tion that this claufe does not declare fication of this treaty ; but it is not 
in- provifions to be contraband, or ad- lefs true, that the government of the 
in "mit of their feizure in any other cafe United States manifefted a firm 
ler than when, “ according to the ex- refolution to fubmit to no fuch con- 
to ifting Jaw of nations, they fhould ftruétion, and remonftrated fo _ 
he oully 
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oufly againft it as to produce a revo- 
cation of the order. © Nor is this all: 
claims for provifions feized in cafes 
of a mere proclamation blockade have 
been aétually made, and have been 
actually decided in favour of the 
claimants. The Britifh government 
has acquiefced under fuch decifions 
by paying the fums awarded. Thefe 
fums were not limited to a reafonable 
profit on the price of the commodity 
feized, but were regulated by its 
price at the port of deftination, and 
confequently the actual as well as 
avowed principle of fuch decifions 
was,*that the goods feized had not 
become contraband “ according to 
the law of nations.” 

The intention of the government 
then, and. the praétice under the ar- 
ticle, are in dire&t oppofition to their 
injurious. fufpicions, the indulgence 
of which has produced fuch perni- 
cious effe&ts. It is even believed 
that the decifion on this fubjeét will 
be one ftep towards the eftablifhment 
of that principle for which America 
has never ceafed to contend. It is 
alfo believed, and has ever been be- 


lieved, that the article objected to 
would have a neceffary tendency. to 
_ encreafe, and did in fact encreafe 
the quantity of provifions imported 
from America into France and her 


colonies. The American commerce, 
being entirely in the hands of indivi- 
duals, is confequently conducted by 
them according to their own views 
of ‘particular advantage, they will 
unqueftionably endeavour to fupply 
the higheft market, unlefs reftrained 
from doing fo by other confiderations 
which render it unadvifable to at- 
tempt fuch a fupply. In their calcula- 
tion, the rifk of reducing the market 
is too important an item to be paffed 
over or forgotten. Every diminution 
of this rifk adds to the number of 


thofe who will attempt the fupply ;° 


and confequently a knowledge that 
the voyage, fhould it even fail by 
the feizure of the veffel, would yet 
be profitable, muft encreafe the num- 
ber of thofe who would make it. 
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It is plain then, that this article 
admits the feizure of provifions in 
no fituation where they were not be- 
fore feizable ; and encourages their 
tranfportation to France and her co- 
lonies, by diminifhing the rifk of 
fuch tran{portation. 

It is alfo complained of, that this 
treaty has not, “ as all treaties do, 
pointed out particularly the cafes of 
the effective blockade of a place,” as 
alone forming an exception to the 
freedom of provifions. 

Articles in a treaty can only be 
inferted by confent. The United 
States therefore can never be refpon- 
fible for not having inferted an ar- 
ticle to which the other contracting 
party would not affent. They may 
refule to make any change in the 
exifting ftate of things prejudicial to 
themfelves or to other powers ; and 
they have refufed to make any fuch 
change. But it is not in their power 
to infert, as by common confent, an 
article, though merely declaratory of 
a principle which they confidered as 
certainly exifting, and which they 
mean to fupport if fuch common con- 
fent be unattainable. All that can 
be done, in fuch a cafe, is to leave 
the principle unimpaired, referving 
entirely the right to affert it. This 
has been done; the principle was left 
unimpaired, and has been fince fuc- 
cefsfully afferted. 

The United States are at all times 
truly folicitous to diminifh as much 
as poffible the lift of contraband. It 
is their intereft, in common with all 
other nations whofe policy is peace, 
to enlarge, fo far as they can be en- 
larged, the rights of neutrals. This 
intereft is a fure guarantee for their 
ufing thofe means which they think 
calculated to effe&& the objet, and 
which a juft regard to their fituation 
will permit. But they muft be al- 
lowed to purfue the objeé& in fuch a 
manner as may comport with that 
fituation. While they furrender no 
actual right, in erleriing: which 
there is a common intereft; while 
they violate no pre-exifting engage- 

ment, 
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ment, and thefe they have not fur- 
rendered or violated, they muft judge 
exclufively for themfelves how far 
they will or ought to go in their 
efforts to acquire new rights, or eftg- 
blifh new principles. When they 
furrender this privilege, they ceafe 
to be independent, and they will no 
longer deferve to be free. They 
will have furrendered into other 
hands the moft facred of depofits— 
the right of felf-government; and 
inftead of the approbation they will 
merit the contempt of the world. 

Thofe parts of the treaty between 
the United States and Britain, which 
have been felected by France as in- 
jurious to her, have now been exa- 
mined. The underfigned are too 
well convinced that they in no degree 
jultify the enmity they are alleged 
to have produced, not to rely on a 
candid reconfideration of them as a 
fure mean of removing the impref- 
fions they are fuppofed to have made. 

Before this fubje& is, entirely 
clofed, one other objection will be 
noticed. The very formation of a 
commercial treaty with England 
feems to be reprobated as furnifhing 
juft caufe of offence to France ; and 
Mr. Adet has permitted himfelf to 
fay, * It was a little matter only to 
allow the Englifh to avail themfelves 
of the advantages of our treaty: it 
was neceffary to aflure thofe to them 
by the aid of a contra&t which might 
ferve at once as a reply to the claims 
of France, and as peremptory mo- 
tives for refufals ; the true caufe of 
which it was requifite inceffantly to 
difguife to her under fpecious pre- 
texts. Such was the object of Mr. 
Jay’s miffion to London; fuch was 
the object of a negociation enveloped 
from its origin in the fhadow of myf- 
tery, and covered with the veil of 
diffimulation.” 

Paffing over this extraordinary 
language, the underfigned, being 
only defirous of producing accommo- 
dation by the exhibition of truth, 
will conlider the opinion which is 
obliquely hinted, and the fact which 
is dire@tly averred. 


459 
The practice of forming commer- 
cial treaties is fo univerfal among 
other nations, having any commer. 
cial intercourfe with each other, that 
it feems-unneceffary to difcufs their 
utility. The right to form thofe 
treaties has been fo univerfally af- 
ferted and admitted, that it feems 
to be the infeparable attribute of 
fovereignty, to be queftioned only 
by thofe who queftion the right of a 
nation to govern itfelf, and to be 
ceded only by thofe who are pre- 
pared to cede their independence. 
But. the profperity of the United 
States is, in a peculiar degree, pro- 
moted by external commerce. A 
people almoft exclufively agricultural 
have not within themfelves a mar- 
ket for the furplus produce of their 
labour, or a fufficient number and 
variety of articles of exchange to 
fupply the wants of the cultivation : 
they cannot have an internal, which 
will compenfate for the lofs of an 
external commerce : they muft fearch 
abroad for manufactures, for many 
other articles which contribute to 
the comfort and convenience of life, 
and they muft fearch abroad alfo for 
a market for that large portion of 
the productions of their foil, which 
cannot be confumed at home. The 
policy of a hation thus cireumftanced, 
muft ever be to encourage external 
commerce, and to open to itfelf every 
poffible market for the difpofition of 
its fuperfluities, and the fupply of its 
wants. The commercial and manu- 
faGuring character and capacities of 
England muft turn into that channel 
a confiderable portion of the com- 
merce of any nation under the cir- 
cumftances of the United States. kh 
is a market too important and too 
valuable to be voluntarily clofed ; in 
confequence a confiderable portion 
of their commerce has taken that 
direétion, and a continual folicitude 
has been manifefted to regulate and 
fecure it by contract. To abolifh 
this commerce, or to refufe to give 
it permanence and fecurity by fair 
and equal ftipulations would be a 
facrifice which no nation ought to 
require, 
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require, and which no nation ought 
to make. In forming her treaty of 
Amity and Commerce with the Uni- 
ted States, France claimed no fuch 
prerogative. That treaty declares 
the intention of the parties to be, 
“ to fix in an equitable and perma- 
nent manner the rules which ought 
to be followed relative to the corre- 
fpondence of commerce, which the 
two parties defire to eftablifh between 
their refpeQive countries, ftates, and 
fubjeéts ;” and that “ they have* 
judged zhat the faid end could not 
be better obtained than by taking 
for the bafis of their agreement the 
moft perfe& eduality and reciprocity ; 
and by carefully avoiding all thofe 
burthenfome preferences, which are 
ufually fources of debate, embarraff- 
ment and difcontent ; by leaving alfo 
each party at liberty to make refpect- 
ing commerce and navigation, thofe 
interior regulations which it fhall 
find’ moft convenient to itfelf, and 
by founding the advantages of com- 
merce folely upon reciprocal utility, 
and the juft rules of free intercourfe, 
referving ‘withal to each party the 
liberty of admitting at its pleafure 
other nations to a participation of 
the fame advantages.” The treaty 
itfelf contains no ftipulation in any 
degree contradiQory to thofe decla- 
rations of the preamble, or which 
could fuggeft a fufpicion that under 
thefe declarations was concealed a 
wifh to abridge the fovereignty of 
the United States with refpeét to 
treaties, or to control their interefts 
in regard to commerce. In forming 
a commercial treaty with Britain 
therefore, in which no peculiar privi- 
lege is granted, the government of 
the United States believed itfelf to 
be tranfacting a bufinefs exclufively 
its own, which could give umbrage 
to none, and which no other nation 
on earth would confider itfelf as 
having a right to interfere in. There 
exifted confequently no motive for 
concealing from France, or any other 
power, that the negociation of Mr. 
Jay might or might not terminate in 
a commerdial treaty. The declara- 
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tion therefore was not made; nor is 
it ufual for nations about to enter 
into negociations, to proclaim to 
others the various objeéts to which 
thofe negociations may poflibly be 
dire&ed. Such is not, nor has it 
ever been the practice of France. 
To fuppofe a neceffity or a duty on 
the part of one government thus to 
proclaim all its views, or to confult 
another with refpect to its arrange- 
ment of its own affairs, is to imply a 
dependence to which no government 
ought willingly to fubmit. So far 
as the interefts of France might be 
involved in the negociation, the in- 
{tructions ' given to the negociator 
were promptly communicated. The 
minifter of this Republic was in- 
formed officially that Mr. Jay was 
initru€ted not to weaken the engage- 
ments of the United States to France. 
Further information was neither to 
have been required or expected: in- 
deed, that which was given furnifhed 
reafon to fuppofe that one of the ob- 
jects of the negociation with Great 
Britain was a commercial treaty. 
Why then fuch unneceffary and un- 
merited farcafms againft a cautious 
and unoffending ally? Thofe objeéts 
which fhe puriued were fuch as an 
independent nation might legiti- 
mately purfue, and fuch as America 
never had diffembled, and never 
deemed it neceffary to diflemble her 
wifh to obtain. Why fhould an ef- 
fort be made to imprefs France with 
an opinion, that Mr. Jay was not 
authorifed to negeciate a commercial 
treaty with Britain, when the fixed 
opinion of America had ever been, 
that France could not be and ought 
not to be diffatisfied with the form- 
ation of fuch a treaty? Why fhould 
the minifter of France have been in- 
formed officially that Mr. Jay was 
efpecially inftructed not to weaken 
the engagements of the United States 
to France, if it was intended to con- 
vince that minifter that his powers 
did not extend to fubje&s in any de- 
gree connected with thofe engage- 
ments? To what purpofe fhould the 
government of the United States have 

practifed 











prattifed a deception deemed by itfelf 
totally unneceflary, and which its 
utmoft efforts could not long con- 
tinue? It requires an equal degree of 
folly and vice to praétife an ufelefs 
fraud which muft inevitably and im- 
mediately be deteéted, and the detec- 
tion of which muft expofe its author 
to general infamy, as well as the 
enmity of thofe on whom the fraud 
had been praétifed. Thefe confider- 
ations ought to have produced fome 
hefitation concerning the fact. The 
teftimony in fupport of it ought to 
have been very pofitive and very 
unexceptionable before it received 
implicit faith. It fhould have been 
very clear that there was no miftake, 
no mifunderftanding concerning the 
information communicated, before 
the charge was made in fuch terms 
as the minifter of France has been 
pleafed to employ ; but the teftimony 
is believed to be fatisfa€tory, that the 
government of the United States has 
not endeavoured to imprefs in France 
any opinion on this fubject which the 
fact of the cafe did not warrant. The 
declaration of Mr. Randolph, made 
uly 8th, 1795, is full on this point. 
t isin thefe words: “ I never coul 
with truth have informed the French 
Minifter, that the miffica, as fet 
forth in the Prefident’s Meffage to 
the Senate, contemplated only an 
adjuftment of our complaints ; if by 
this phrafe it be intended to exclude 
commercial arrangements. I could 
have no reafon for faying fo, fince the 
French Republic could have had 
nothing to do with our commercial 
arrangements ; if fhe did not dero- 
yate from her rights, it could have 
anfwered no purpofe when fo fhort a 
time would develope the contrary——I 
never did inform the French Minifter 
as is above ftated. 

“ The only official converfation 
which I recollect with Mr. Fauchet 
upon the fubject, was when | com- 
municated to him, with the Prefi- 
dent’s permiffion, that Mr. Jay was 
inftructed not to weaken our engage- 
ments to France, neither then nor at 

Vou. Il. 
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any other time in official, or unoffi- 
cial converfation, did I ever fay to 
him that nothing of a commercial 
nature was contemplated, or that 
nothing but the controverfies under 
the old treaty and the ftipulations 
were contemplated. 

“* Mr. Fauchet fometime ago faid 
to me that he underftood from what I 
faid that Mr. Jay was not authorifed 
to treat of commercial matters. I 
told him that he mifunderftood me, 
no letter has ever pafled upon this 
fubject.” 

If then Mr. Randolph did give 
Mr. Fauchet the information con- 
tended for, it is plain that he never 
was authorifed to do fo ; but the con- 
fiderations already detailed render it 
infinitely more probable that Mr. 
Fauchet has mifunderftood Mr. Ran- 
dolph, than that Mr. Randolph has 
mifinformed Mr. Fauchet. 

The underfigned have taken, they 
truft, a correct view of the leading 
and influential meafures adopted by 
the government of the United 
States: they have endeavoured to 
ftate with plainnefs and with candour 
the motives which have occafioned 
the adoption of thofe meafures and 
the operation they are believed to 
have. They have fhewn that if 
America is to be reproached with 
partialities, irreconcileable with her 
neutral fituation, it is not by France 
that thofe reproaches ought to be 
made. They have been induced to 
take this review by a hope which 
they cannot relinquifh without regret, 
that it may contribute to efface im- 
preffions which mifreprefentation may 
have made, and to take from the in- 
tention and conduct of the govern- 
ment they reprefent that falfe co- 
louring which unfriendly pencils have 
fo profufely beftowed upon them. 
They are anxious {till to cherifh an 
hope; that by expofing frankly and 
finterely, the fentiments which have 
hitherto guided their nation, they 
niay reftore difpofitions on the. part 
of France compatible with the conti- 
nuance of thofe fentiments. 

3 L Complaints 























































442 : APPENDIX OF STATE PAPERS. 


Complaints have been made that Of claims founded on captures and 
in the application in particular cafes confifcations, the illegality of which 
of thofe general principles, which has not yet been admitted. 
the neutral ftation of the United = In the firft clafs are arranged 
States rendered indifpenfable, incon- Firstly. Thofe whofe property 
veniences and vexations which were has been feized under the decree of 
unavoidable have been fometimes the National Convention of the gth 
fuftained. Thefe complaints have May 1793. 
been feparately and fully difcuffed. Secondly. Thofe who are entitled 

The underfigned perfuade them- to compenfation in confequence of 
felves, that the explanations which the long detention of their veffels at 
have been given refoeéting them, if Bourdeaux in the years 1793 and 
not entirely fatisfactory, have yet 1794. 
been fuch as to prove the good faith Thirdly. The holders of bills and 
and upright intentions which never other evidences of debts due drawn 
ceafed to dire&t the conduct of the by the colonial adminiftrations in the 
United States. Weft Indies. 

If notwithftanding this good faith § Fourthly. Thofe whofe cargoes 
and the purity of thefe intentions, have been appropriated to public ufe 
the difficulty of their fituation has in without receiving therefor adequate 
any cafe produced even an involun- payment, and 
tary departure ‘from thofe principles Fifthly. Thofe who have fupplied 
by which they profeffed to be guided, the government under contracts with 
they are ready to confider that cafe its agents which have not yet been 
and to repair any fault which may complied with on the part of France. 
inadvertently have been committed. Thefe well founded claims of 
With thefe difpofitions on their part, American citizens, thus originating 
with this confcioufnefs of having in voluntary and important fupplies, 
never ceafed to merit the friendfhip in the forcible feizure of valuable 
and efteem of the French nation, property, accompanied with promifes 
with a conviction that a temperate of payment, and in injurious deten- 
and thorough view of the paft cannot tions, conftitute a mafs of debt which 
fail to remove prejudices not wer- the juftice and good faith of the 
ranted by faéts, the United Stateg French government cannot refufe to 
have relied confidently on the juftice ~pravide for and which is too confi- 
of France for a difcontinuance and derable to be unnoticed by that of 
reparation of thofe ferious and heavy the United States. The underfigned 
injuries, which have been accumu- are/inftructed to folicit your attention 
lated on them. to/this fubjeét, and they would per- 

Defirous of eftablifhing, not the fade themfelves that they do not 
dependence of a weak on a powerful /folicit in vain. So many circum- 
nation, but that real and cordial| ftances concur to give force to the 
friendfhip, the willing and fponta-\ application, that they leave it to 
neous offering of generous minds, Your government in the confidence 
which can only be lafting when evi- that no additional reprefentations can 
denced to be mutual, and can only be neceffary. 
be preferved when bottomed on reci- / They pas to complaints ftill more 
procal juftice, the underfigned will/ important’ for their amount, more 
now reprefent with candour and tere in their nature, and more 
franknefs the well founded complaints fe?teusAn their confequences. 
with which they are charged. On the 14th Meffidor, 4th year 

Thefe complaints confift :— of the French Republic, one and in- 

Of claims uncontroverted by the divifible (July 2d, 1796) the Execu- 
government of France, but which tive Directory decreed “ That all 
remain unfatisfied, and neutral or allied powers {hall without 
delay 
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delay be notified that the flag of the 
French Republic will treat neutral 
veffels either as to confifcation, as to 
Searches or capture, in the fame man- 
ner as they fhall fuffer the Englith to 
treat them.” This decree, in any 
point of view in which it can be con- 
fidered, could not fail to excite in 


‘the United States the moft ferious 


attention. It difpenfes at once as 
they conceive with the moft folemn 
obligations which compact can create, 
and confequently afferts a right on 
the part of France, to recede at her 
difcretion from any ftipulations fhe 
may have entered into. It has been 
demonftrated that governments may 
by contract change, as between 
themfelves, the rules eftablifhed by 
the law of nations, and that fuch 
contra&t becomes completely obliga- 
tory on the parties, though it can in 
no manner affect the rights of others, 
yet by this decree allies with whom 
fuch ftipulations exift are to be treat- 
ed, without regard to fuch ftipula- 
tions, in the fame manner as they are 
treated by others, who are bound by 
a different rule. This as it refpecs 
the United States is the more un- 
friendly, becaufe a readinefs has 
been manifefted on their part fo to 
modify by confent their treaty with 
France as to reinftate the rules efta- 
lifhed by the law of nations. 

The general terms too in which 
this decree is conceived, threatened 
but too certainly the mifchiefs it has 
generated, and the abufes which have 
been practifed under it. Neutrals 
are to be treated as they fhall per- 
mit the Englifh to treat them. No 
rule extraéted from the practice of 
England is laid down, which might 
govern the cruifers of France, or in- 
{tru& the veffels of neutrals. No 
principles are ftated manifefting the 
opinion entertained of the treatment 
received from England, which might 
enable a neutral to controvert that 
opinion, and to fhew that the Englifh 
were not permitted to treat its flag as 
was fuppofed by the government of 
France. To judge from the decree 
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itfelf, from any information given 
concerning it, or from the practice 
under it, thofe who were to be bene- 
fited by its abufe were to decide in 
what manner it fhould be executed 
and the cruifer who fhould fall in 
with a valuable veffel had only to 
confult his own rapacity, in order to 
determine whether an Englifh priva- 
teer, meeting a veffel under fimilar 
circumftances, would capture and 
bring her into port. Multiplied 
excefles, and accumulated vexations 
could not but havé been apprehended 
from fuch a decree, and the fa& has 
realifed every fear that was enter- 
tained concerning it. It has been 
conftrued even in Europe to authorife 
the capture and condemnation of 
American veffels for the fingle cir- 
cumftance of their being deftined for 
a Britifh port. At no period of the 
war has Britain undertaken to exer- 
cife fuch a power. At no period of 
the war has fhe afferted fuch a right. 
It is a power which proftrates every 
principle of national fovereignty and 
to which no nation can fubmit with- 
out relinquifhing at the fame time 
its beft interefts and facrificing its 
deareft rights. This power has been 
exercifed by France on the rich and 
unprotected commerce of an ally, on 
the prefumption that that ally was 
fuftaining the fame injuries from Bri- 
tain, at a time when it is believed 
that the depredations of that nation 
had ceafed, and the principle of com- 
penfating for them had been recog- 
nifed. 

In the Weft Indies fimilar depre- 
dations have been experienced. On 
the 1ft of Auguft, 1796, the fpecial 
agents of the Executive Direjory to 
the Windward Iflands decreed, that 
all veffels loaded with contraband 
fhould be feized and confifcated for 
the benefit of the captors. 

On the feventh Frimare, 5th year 
of the French Republic, one and in- 
divifible, (27th November, 1796) 
the commiffion, delegated by the 
French Republic to the Leeward 
Iflands, refolved that the Captains 
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of French national veffels and priva- 
teers are authorifed to ftop and bring 
into the ports of the colony Ame- 
rican veffels bound to Englith ports 
or coming from the faid ports. 

On the nineteenth Pluviofe, sth 
year of the French Republic, one 
and indivifible, (February 1ft, 1797) 
Victor Hugues and Lebas, the fpe- 
cial agents of the Executive Direc- 
tory to the Windward Iflands, paffed 
a decree, fubje€ting to capture and, 
confifcation neutral veffels deftined 
for the Windward and Leeward 
Iflands of America, delivered up to 
the Englifh, and occupied and de- 
fended by the emigrants. Thefe 
ports are faid to be Martinico, St. 
Lucie, Tobago, Demerara, Berbice, 
Effequibo, Port-au-Prince, St. Marks, 
L’Archaye, and Jeremie. The de- 
cree alfo fubjects to capture all vef- 
fels which have cleared out for the 
Weft Indies generally. 

The underfigned will not detain 
you, Citizen Minifter, for the pur- 
pofe of proving how dire&tly and 
openly thefe decrees violate both the 
law of nations and the treaty between 
France and the United States. 

They have been executed on the 
officers and crews of the captured 
véeflels in a manner, by no means 
calculated to mitigate their rigour. 

The decree of the fourteenth of 
Meffidor was foon followed by ano- 
ther which has fpared but little of 
the American commerce, except 
what has fortunately efcaped the 
purfuit of the cruifers of France. On 
the twelfth Ventofe, sth year, (2d 
March, 1797) the Executive Direc- 
tory confidering the treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation concluded 
at London the 19th November, 1794, 
between the faid United States and 
England, as containing conceflions 
of privileges to Britain which, under 
the treaty of February 1778, might 
be enjoyed by this Republic alfo, 
proceeds to modify the treaty be- 
tween France and the United States, 
by declaring enemies’ goods in Ame- 
rican bottoms liable to capture and 
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confifcation ; by enlarging the lift of 
contraband and by fubjeéting to pu- 
nifhment as a pirate any American 
citizen holding a commiffion given 
by the enemies of France, as well as 
every feaman of that nation, making 
a part of the crew of enemies’ fhips. 
The decree next proceeds to exact 
from Americans papers which had 
been made neceffary to eftablith the 
neutrality of foreign veffels, gene- 
rally by the ordinance of the 26th of 
July, 1778, but which had never 
been confidered as applying to the 
United [States]; which required pa- 
pers their veffels could not be tp. 
pofed to poffefs, and which the treaty 
between the two nations was fuppofed 
to have rendered unneceffary. 

The bafis taken by the Executive 
DireCtory, on which to reft their 
modification of the treaty of the fixth 
of February, 1778, is that by the 
treaty of the nineteenth of Novem- 
ber, 1794, particular favours in re- 
yer of commerce and navigation bave 
een granted to England. 

It has been demonftrated that no 
particular favours in refpect of com- 
merce or navigation, have been 
granted to England. That treaty 
has been fhewn only to recognife, 
regulate, and moderate the exercife 
of the rights before poffeffed, and 
before openly acknowledged to be 
poffefled—rights which France and 
America had reciprocally ceded to 
each other, without requiring, as a 
condition of the ceffion, that either 
fhould compel England to form a 
fimilar ftipulation. 

But to admit for a moment that 
the treaty with England might be 
confidered as ftipulating favours not 
before poffeffed, yet the American 
government did not fo underftand 
that treaty, and had manifefted a 
difpofition to modify; by common 
confent, its relations with this Re- 
public, in fuch manner as to rein- 
ftate a rule, which has been volun- 
tarily changed. It cannot but be 
fincerely regretted, becaufe it feemed 
to indicate an unfriendly temper, 

that 
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that France has deemed it more eli- 
ible to eftablifh by force, in oppo- 
fition to her treaty, a principle which 
fhe deemed corivenient, than to fix 
that principle on the fair bafis of 
mutual and amicable agreement. 
But the claufe under which thefe 
modifications are juftified is in thefe 
words: “ The moft Chriftian King 
and the United States engage mutu- 
ally not to grant any particular favour 
to other nations, in refpect of com- 
merce and navigation, which fhall 
not immediately become common to 
the other party, who fhall enjoy the 
fame favour freely, if the conceffion 
was freely made, or on allowing the 
fame compenfation, if the conceffion 
was conditional.” If thefe ftipulations 
unequivocally amounted to the grant 
of favours, ftill the grant is not gra- 
tuitous. The conceffions on the part 
of the United States are made on 
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condition of fimilar conceffions on 
the part of Britain. If therefore 
France choofes to confider them as 
modifications of the treaty of 1778, 
fhe can only do it by granting the 
reciprocal condition ; on this fuppo- 
fition fhe has either of the rules at 
her election, but fhe cannot vary 
from the firft without a compact on 
her part to grant the reciprocal ftipu- 
lation. Such a compact is in the 
nature of a national treaty. 

But the rules laid down in the de- 
cree of the 12th Ventofe, sth year 
(March 2, 1797) as founded on the 
17th, 18th, and arft. articles of the 
treaty of the rgth of November 1794 
are materially variant from thofe ar- 
ticles. To demontftrate this it is only 
neceffary to contraft the rules of the 
decree with the articles of the treaty 
on which thofe rules are faid to be 
founded. 


— 


Articles of the Treaty of the nine- 
teenth November, 1794, as quoted 
by the Directory. 


ARTICLE I7- 


It is agreed that in all cafes where 
veffels fhall be captured or detained 
on just suspicion of having on board 
enemies’ property, or of carrying to 
the enemy any of the articles which 
are contraband of war, the faid vef- 
fels fhall be brought to the neareft 
or moft convenient port ; and if any 
property of an enemy should be found 
on board such vessel, that part only 
which belongs to the enemy sball be 
made prize, and the veflel fhall be 
at liberty to proceed with the re- 
mainder without any impediment. 
And it is agreed that all proper mea- 
fures fhall be taken to prevent delay 
in deciding the cafes of fhips or car- 
goes fo brought for adjudication ; 
and in the payment or recovery of 
any indemnification adjudged or 
agreed to be paid to the owners o 


mafters of fuch fhips. j 


‘ ; 


Rules Established by the Arréte of 
the Directory. 


RULE I. 


According to the feventeenth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of London, of the 
nineteenth of November, 1794, all 
merchandize of the enemy or mer- 
chandize not sufficiently proved to be 
neutral, laden under the American 
flag, fhall be confifcated, but the 
veffel on board of which it fhall be 
found, fhall be releafed and reftored 
to the owner. It is enjoined on the 
commiflaries of the Executive Direc- 
tory to accelerate, by all the means 
in their power, the decifion of con- 
tefts which fhall arife either on the 
validity of the prize-cargo, or on the 
freight and demurrage. 


According 
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According to the article, when 
on just suspicion of having on board 
enemy’s property, or of carrying to 
.the enemy contraband of war, a vef- 
fel fhall be brought into port, that 
part only which belongs to the enemy 
fhall be made prize, according to 
the article, then the fact whether 
the property does or does not belong 
to an enemy is to be fairly tried. 
The party who would eftablifh the 
faét muft prove it. The captor muft 


fhow the justice of the fufpicion on” 


which the capture or detention was 
founded. The burthen of the proof 
refts on him. If in truth and in fa& 
the property does not belong to an 
enemy or is not proved to belong to 
an enemy, it muft be difcharged. 
But the rule purfues a different 
courfe. The rule declares that mer- 
chandize of the enemy or not suff- 
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ciently proved to be neutral, laden 
under the American flag, fhall be 
confifcated. The burthen of the 
proof is fhifted from the captor to 
the captured. The queftion to be 
tried is not folely whether the mer- 
chandize be in fact the property of 
an enemy, but alfo whether it be 
sufficiently proved to be neutral. The 
fufficiency of this proof is to be afcer- 
tained, not by general and fatisfac- 
tory teftimony, not by the great 
principles of truth and the common 
underftanding of mankind, but by 
the exhibition of certain papers de- 
mandable at the will of one of the 
parties, and not in the pofleffion of 
the other. ‘This may be a regulation 
which France choofes to eftablith ; 
but certainly it is a regulation, effen- 
tially variant from the article it pro- 
feffes to refemble. 


Ee 


ARTICLE 18. 

In order to regulate what is in 
future to be efteemed contraband of 
war, it is agreed that under the faid 
denomination fhall be comprifed all 
arms and implements ferving for the 
purpofes of war, by land or by fea ; 
as cannon, mufkets, mortars, petards, 
bombs, grenades, carcafles, fauciffes, 
carriages for cannon, ‘musket refts, 
bandoliers, gun-powder, match, falt- 
petre, ball, pikes, fwords, head pieces, 
cuirafles, halberts, Jances, javelins, 
horfe furniture, holfters, belts, and 
generally all other implements of 
war; as alfo timber for fhip-building, 
tar or rofin, copper in fheets, fails, 
hemp and cordage, and generally 
whatever may ferve directly to the 
equipment of vessels, ynwrought iron 


and fir plank only excepted. 


RULE 2 

According to the 18th article of 
the treaty of London of the 19th of 
November, 1794, to the articles de- 
clared contraband by the 24th article 
of the treaty of the 6th of February, 
1778, are added the following ar- 
ticles : 

Timber for fhip-building, pitch, 
tar and rofin, copper in fheets, fails, 
hemp and cordage, and every thing 
which ferves directly or indirectly for 
the armament and equipment of vef- 
fels, unwrought iron and fir planks 
excepted. Thefe feveral artichs 
fhall be confifcated whenever they 
fhall be deftined or attempted to be 
carried to the enemy. 





The immenfe number of articles, 
which may ferve indire&tly for the 
armament and equipment of veflels, 


are made contraband by the rule of 
the Direétory, though they are not 
fo by the article it profeffes to cite. 


Ee 


ARTICLE 21. 

It is likewife agreed that the fub- 
jects and citizens of the two nations 
fhall not do any atts of hoitility or 


violence 


RULE 3. 

According to the 21ft article of the 
treaty of London of the 19th of No- 
vember, 1794, every individual knowr 
te 











violence againft each other, nor ac- 
cept commiffions or inftruétions fo to 
aét from any foreign prince or ftate 


_ enemies to the party; nor fhall the 


enemies of one of the parties be per- 
mitted to invite or endeavour to inlift 
in their military fervice any of the 
fubje@s or citizens of the other 
party ; and the laws agaimit all fuch 
offences and aggreflions fhall be 
puntually executed. And if any 
fubje& or citizen of the faid parties 
refpectively fhall accept any foreign 
commiffion or letters of marque for 
arming any veffel to a&t as a priva- 
teer againft the other party, it is 
hereby declared to be lawful for the 
faid party to treat and punifh the faid 
fubjeét or citizen having fuch com- 
miffion or letters of marque asa pirate. 
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to be an American, who fhall hold 
a commiflion given by the enemies 
of France, as well as every feaman 
of that nation making a part of the 
crew of enemies’ fhips, fhall by that 
act be declared a pirate and treated 
as fuch without being allowed in 
any cafe to allege that he was forced 
to do it by violence, menaces or 
otherwile. 





The government of the United 
States has never formed a treaty com- 
prehending an article in any degree 
fimilar to this rule. It has never 
affented to fuch ftipulations as they 
relate to its own citizens, or required 
them as they relate to thofe of other 
powers. The difference between the 
article and the rule requires no com- 
ment. Nor will the rule be com- 
mented one The underfigned will 
only obferve, that the article is by 
no means uncommon, but is to be 
found in moft treaties of amity and 
commerce. The 21ft article of the 
treaty with France, the rgth of the 
treaty with the United Provinces, 
the 23d of the treaty with Sweden, 
and the 2oth article of the treaty 
with Pruffia, contain fimilar ftipula- 
tions. It is not eafy to conceive a 
reafon why it fhould aot alfo be in- 
ferted in a treaty with England, or 
why its infertion fhould give offence 
to France. 

But the fourth rule of the decree 
is in its operation the moft extenfive 
and the moft ferioufly deftructive. 
That rule declares, that “ Conforma- 
bly to the law of the 14th of Febru- 
ary, 1793, the regulations of the arft 
of O&ober, 1744, and of the 26th of 
July, 1778, concerning the manner 


of proving the property of neutral 
fhips and merchandife, fhall be exe- 
cuted according to their form and 
tenor. 

“ Every American fhip fhall there- 
fore be a good prize, which fhall not 
have on board a liftof the crew in 
proper form, fuch as is prefcribed by 
the model annexed to the treaty of 
the 6th of February, 1778, the obfer- 
vance of which is required by the 
25th and 27th articles of the fame 
treaty.” 

This rule requires, that American 
fhips and merchandife, in order to 
prove the property to be American, 
fhall exhibit certain papers, and 
efpecially a réle d’equipage, which 
are required of neutrals generally by 
the particular marine ordinances of 
France, recited in the decrees of the 
Dire&tory. But France and America 
have entered into a folemn treaty, 
one object of which was to fecure the 
veffels of either party, which might 
be at peace, from the cruifers of the 
other which might be engaged in 
war. To effe&t this obje& the con- 
tracting parties have not referred each 
other to the particular ftatutes or 
ordinances of either government, but 
have enumerated the papers which 
fhould be deemed fufficient. They 


have 
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have done more: They have pre- 
{cribed the very form of the paflport 
which fhould eftablifh the neutrality 
of the veilel, and prevent her being 
diverted from her courfe. The 25th 
and 27th articles of the treaty be- 
tween the two nations, which are 

uoted by the Directory, and are con- 
fidered by the underligned as con- 
clufive on this fubject, are in thefe 
words : 

ARTICLE 25. 

“To the end that all manner of* 
diffenfions and quarrels may be 
avoided and prevented on the one 
fide and on the other, it is agreed, 
that in cafe either of the parties 
hereto fhould be engaged in war, the 
fhips and veffels belonging to the 
fubjeéts or people of the other ally 
mult be furnifhed with fea-letters or 
paffports, exprefling the name, pro- 
perty and bulk of the fhip, as alfo the 
name and place of habitation of the 
mafter or commander of the faid 
fhip, that it may appear thereby that 
the faid fhip really and truly belongs 
_ to the fubjects of one of the parties, 
which paflport fhall be made out and 
granted according to the form an- 


nexed to this treaty, and they fhall 
likewife be recalled every year, that 
is, if the fhip happens to return home 


in the {pace of a year. It is likewife 
agreed that fuch fhips, being laden, 
are to be provided not only with 
paflports, as abovementioned, but alfo 
with certificates containing the feve- 
ral particulars of the cargo, the place 
whence the fhip failed, and whither 
fhe is bound, that fo it may be known 
whether any forbidden or contraband 
goods be on board the fame ; which 
certificates fhall be made out by the 
officers of the place, whence the fhip 
fet fail, in the accuftomed form ; and 
if any one fhall think it fit or ad- 
vifable to exprefs in the faid certifi- 
cates the perfon to whom the goods on 
board belong, he may freely do fo.” 
ARTICLE 27+ 

“If the thips of the faid fubje&s, 
people or inhabitants of either of the 
parties, fhall be met with either fail- 
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ing along the coafts, or on the high 
feas, by any fhip of war of the other, 
or by any privateers, the faid fhips of 
war or privateers, for the avoiding of 
any diforder, fhall remain out of can- 
non fhot, and may fend their boats 
aboard the merchant fhip, which they 
fhall fo meet with, and may enter her 
to the number of two or three men 
only, to whom the mafter or com- 
mander of fuch fhip or veffel thall 
exhibit his paffport, concerning the 
property of the fhip, made out ac- 
cording to the form inferted in this 
prefent treaty ; and the fhip, when 
fhe fhall have fhewed fuch paffport, 
fhall be free and at liberty to purfue 
her voyage, fo as it fhall not be law- 
ful to moleft or fearch her in any 
manner, or to give her chafe or force 
her to quit her intended courfe.” 

It will be admitted, that the two 
nations poffefs the power of agreeing 
that any paper in any form {hall be 
the fole document, demandable by 
either from the other, to prove the 
property of a veffel and cargo. It 
will alfo be admitted, that an agree- 
ment fo made becomes the law of 
the parties, which muft retain its 
obligation. 

Examine then the words of the 
compact and determine by fair con- 
ftruction what will fatisfy them. 

The 2sth article ftates fubftan- 
tially the contents of a paper, which 
is termed a fea-letter or paflport, and 
which “ it is agreed that in cafe 
either of the parties fhould be en- 
gaged in war, the fhips and veflels 
belonging to the fubjec&ts or people 
of the other ally muft be furnithed 
with.” ‘To what purpofe are they 
to be furnifhed with this fea-letter 
or paflport? The article anfwers, 
“ To the end that all manner of dif- 
fenfions and quarrels may be avoided 
and prevented, on one fide and the 
other,” * That it may appear there- 
by that the fhip really and truly be- 
longs to the fubjects of one of the 
parties.” 

But how will the paffport “ pre- 
vent and avoid all manner of diffen- 

fions 
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fions and quarrels on one fide or the 
other,” if ordinances, both prior and 
fubfequent to the treaty, are to be 
underftood as controlling it, and as 
requiring other papers not contem- 
plated in the public agreement of the 
two nations? How is it to appear 
from the paffport, * that the thip 
really and truly belongs to the fub- 
jeG@s of one of the parties,” if it is 
denied that the paflport is evidence of 
that fact, and contended that other 
papers, not alluded to in the treaty, 
thall be adduced to prove it? 

But the 27th article is ftill more 
explicit. It declares that when a 
merchant-fhip of one of the parties 
fall be vilited by the fhips ef war or 
privateers of the other, “ the comman- 
der of fuch fhip or veffel fhall exhibit 
his paffport, concerning the property 
of the thip, made out according to the 
form inferted in the prefent treaty, and 
the fhip, when fhe thall have fhewed 
fuch palfport, fhall be free and at liber- 
ty to purfue her voyage, fo as it fhall 
not be lawful to moleft or fearch her in 
any manner, or to give her chafe, or 
force her to quit her intended courfe.” 
What is it that fhall prove the pro- 
perty of the veffel? The treaty an- 
fwers, the paffport. But the decree 
of the Dire@tory requires in addition 
certain other papers, perfectly diftinct 
from the paffport. The treaty declares, 
that “ the fhip when fhe thall have 
fhewed (not the role d’equipage or any 
other paper, required by the particu- 
lar ordinances of either nation, but) 
“ fuch paflport, fhall be free and at 
liberty to purfue her voyage, {fo as it 
fhall not be lawful to moleft or fearch 
her in any manner, or to give her chafe 
or force her to quit her intended 
courfe.” Yet the veffels of America, 
after exhibiting “ fuch paffport” are 
not “ free and at liberty to purfue their 
voyage ;” they are “ molefted;” they 
are “ chafed,” they are “ forced to 
quit their intended courfe” they are 
captured and confifcated as hoftile 
property. 

Tt is alleged that the form of the 
paflport, which is annexed to the 
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treaty, manifefts that certain acts were 
to be performed by the perfon towhom 
the paffport is delivered, and that fuch 
perfon ought to prove the performance 
of thofe acts. 

But the treaty, far from requiring 
fuch proof, abfolutely difpenfes with it. 
The treaty declares that the paffport 
thall itfelf evidence the property of the 
veffel and fecure it from moleftation of 
any fort. By confent of the parties 
then the paiiport is evidence of all 
that either party can require from the 
other, Neither the right to give fuch 
confent, nor the obligation of a com- 
pact formed upon it can, as is con- 
ceived, ever be denied, nor can the 
form of the pafiport, whatever it may 
be, change the compact. 

But let the words of the model be 
examined. They are “ A tous ceux qui 
ces préfentes verront: foit notoire que 
faculté et permifiion a été accordée a 

maitre ou Commandant du 
navire appellé ale la ville de 

de la capacité de 
tonneaux ou environ, fe trouvant pre- 
fentement dans le port de 
qu’ aprés que fon navire a été vifite 
et avant fon depart, il prétera ferment 
entre les mains des officiers de la 
marine, que le dit navire appartient 
2 un ou plufieurs fujets de 
dont l’acte fera mis a la fin des pré- 
fentes; de méme qu'il gardera les 
ordonnances et reglemens maritimes, 
et remettra une lifte fignée et confir- 
mée par temoins, contenant les noms 
et furnoms, les lieux de naiffance, et 
la demeure des perfonnes compofant 
leguipage de fon navire, et de tous 
ceux qui embargueront, lefquels il ne 
regevra pas ¥ bord fans connoiffance 
et permiflion des officiers de marine ; 
et dans chaque port ou havre, il mon- 
trera la préfente permiffion aux offi- 
ciers et juges de marine.” 

It is material to obferve, that the 
model requires the oath concerning 
the property of the veffel to be an- 
nexed to the pafiport, but does not 
require any other certificate or the au- 
Nexation of any paper whatever. Why 
this difference? It is a folemn proof of 
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that for which the article ftipulates 
and therefore the model expreffes that 
thie tvidence of this fa& fhall be an- 
nexed but it does not require the pro- 
duction of the evidence of any other 
fact. 

It feems then to be demonftrated 
that the fea-letter or paffport, a model 
of which is annexed to the treaty, is 
by folemin agreement to be received 
by each party as conclufive teftimony, 
that the veffel producing fuch paflport 
is the property of a citizen of the 
other, and is confequently to continue 
her voyage without molecftation or 
hindrance. 

But let it be fuppofed that the 
treaty on this fubje& was lefs conclu- 
five, and that its ftipulations had been 
ambiguoufly expreffed; yet it is cer- 
tain that it has been uniformly under- 
ftood by both parties, as the under- 
figned have expounded it, and that 
neither France nor the United States, 
previous to the decree complained of, 
contidered the veffels of either nation, 
‘producing ‘the pafiport agreed on, as 
liable to capture for want of a role 
d’equipage. ; 

For more than four years after her 
treaty with the United States, France 
was engaged in a war with Britain, 
and in the courfe of that ‘time it was 
never fuggefted that a role d’equipage 
was neceflary for the protection of an 
American veffel. It does not weaken 
the argument that the United States 
were alfo parties to the war. The 
principle affumed is, that without the 
production of the papers required by 
the decree, the veflel does not appear 
to be, and cannot be confidered as 
American property. If this princi- 
ple be corre&t, it would ‘not ceafe to 
apply becaufe the United States were 
engaged in the war. Was America 
even engaged in the war on the part 
of France, a Britifh veflel carrying 
American colours would not be fe- 
cured by the flag fhe bore. It would be 
neceffary to prove by her papers, or 
other admifhible teftimony, that the 
veffel was American property. If this 
fut cannot appear without a role 


d’equipage while the United States 
are at peace, neither could it appear 
without the fame evidence if the 
United States were parties to the war. 

About four years of the prefent war 
had alfo elapfed before this conftruc- 
tion of the treaty, at the fame time 
fo wonderful and fo ruinous, had dif- 
clofed itfelf. In the courfe of that 
time the ports of France were filled 
with the veffels of the United States. 
Very many of them failed under con- 
tracts made for the government itfelf 
by its minifter in Philadelphia. No 
one of them poffeffed a role d’equipage; 
no one of them was confidered on that 
account as being liable to condemna- 
tion. Indeed, in fome inftances, vef- 
fels have been captured and difcharged 
although this paper was not among 
thofe belonging to the fhip. 

Such a long courfe of practice ap- 
pears to have evidenced unequivocally 
the fenfe of France on this fubje&. 

It is too apparent to be queftioned 
for a moment, that on the part of the 
United States no fufpicion had ever 
been entertained that fuch a paper 
could have been required. A role 
d’equipage could have been obtained 
with as much facility as that paffport 
for which the treaty ftipulates. Could 
it have been imagined that American 
veffels incurred the poflible hazard of 
being retarded only one ‘day in a 
voyage for want of fuch paper, it 
would in every inftance have been 
fupplied. No veffel would have failed 
without it. 

Your own mind, Citizen Minifter, 
will fuggeft to you, with irrefiftible 
force, the extreme hardflhip of thus 
putting a new conftruction on a long 
exifting contraét, or of giving a new 
and unexpected extenfion to ancient 
municipal regulations, and of con- 
demning thereby veffels taken on the 
high feas for want of a paper not 
known to be required, when they 
failed out of port. If a role d’equipage 
was really confidered by France as 
neceflary evidence of any fact, the 
eftablifhment of which was deemed 
effential, common ufage and thofe 

plain 











plain principles of juftice which all 
nations fhould refpect, indifpenfably 
require that the regulation fhould firft 
be made known to a neutral and 
friendly nation by other means than 
by the capture and confifcation of its 
property. If this meafure had been 
announced to the government of the 
United States, before it had been put 
in practice, and American veffels had 
failed without a role d’equipage, they 
would have taken upon themfelves the 
hazard of fuch a procedure. But ina 
moment when the ocean is covered 
with peaceful merchantmen, purfuing 
a juft and lawful commerce, to bring 
into fudden operation a meafure which 
had never before been applied to them, 
which had for fo many years flept 
unheard of, and by the force of this 
regulation, to confilcate unguarded 
property which had been trufted to the 
feas, under the faith of folemn and 
exifting treaties, and without a con- 
jeCture that this, more than any other 
formula, would have been required, is 
to impofe on unoffending individuals 
aruin from which no wile precautions, 
no human forefight could poflibly have 
protected them. 

On this fubject then the underfign- 
ed appeal with confidence to the 
juftice and equity of the French 
government. 

But could it be conceded for a mo- 
ment that the Executive Directory 
might rightfully modify the treaty 
of France with the United States 
by that of the United States with 
Britain, and might rightfully require 
a role d’equipage in order to eftablifh 
the neutrality of a veffel, for want of 
which the veffel might be confifcated, 
yet, the cargo being proved to be neu- 
tral ought to be fafe. 

According to the law of nations, 
the goods of an enemy found on board 
the fhip of a friend are liable to cap- 
ture, and the goods of a friend found 
on board the fhip of an enemy are fafe. 
The United States and France have 
confented tochange this rule as be- 
tween themfelves. They have agreed, 
that the goods of an enemy found on 
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board the veffels of either party fhall 
be fafe, and that the goods of either 
found on board the veficl of an eneiny 
fhall be liable to capture. The one part 
of this rule_is in confequence of and 
dependent on the other. The one part 
cannot on any principle of juitice be 
abandoned while the other is main- 
tained. 

In their treaty with England the 
United States retain unchanged the 
principle of the law of nations. If 
France modifies her treaty in this 
refpect by that of England, the ought 
to take the principle entire. If in con- 
formity to the treaty between the 
United States and England, France 
claims the right of taking enemies’ 
property found on board an American 
fhip, then, in conformity with that 
treaty alfo, France ought to {pare 
American property found on board an 
enemy’s fhip. If, therefore, this extra- 
ordinary polition could be maintained, 
that an American fhip without a role 
d’equipage becomes the fhip of an ene- 
my, ftill the cargo, being proved to be 
the property of a friend, ought on the 
principle of modifying the treaty be- 
tween the two nations by that with 
England, to have been reftored to the 
owners. 

The refult of thefe regulations has 
been the moft extenlive and univerfal 
devaftation of the American com- 
merce. Not only veffels bound to and 
from the enemies of France, but veffels 
bound to and from her allies, and to 
and from her own ports have been 
feized and confifcated. 

The inevitable confequence has 
been, that direct commerce between 
the two nations is almoft annihilated, 
and that the property of American 
citizens has been taken to a much 
larger amount than would have been 
poilible in a ftate of actual war. 

Yet the Government of the United 
States, wilhing if it be poflible to avoid 
even defenfive meafures, has fought 
affiduouily and unremittingly, though 
hitherto without fuccefs, for fuch 
peaceful and amicable explanations as 
might do away exifting animolities, 
and 
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and reftore between the two Republics 
that harmony which it fo truly defires. 

America has accuftomed herfelf to 
perceive in France only the ally and 
the friend. Confulting the feelings of 
her own bofom, fhe has believed 
that between Republics an elevated 
and refined friendthip could exift, and 
that free nations were capable of 
maintaining for each other a real and 
permanent affection. If this pleafing 
theory, erected with fo much care and 
viewed with fo much delight, has been 
impaired by experience, yet the hope 
continues to be cherifhed that this 
circumftance does not neceflarily in- 
volve the oppofite extreme. It is 
believed that there exifts no fufficient 
caufe for folid and permanent enmity 
between France andthe United States, 
but that on the contrary the interefls 
of both would be promoted by that 
friendly intercourfe, which a recipro- 
cal obfervance of the great and 
immutable principles of juftice would 
certainly eftablifh and can alone pre- 
ferve. Under this impreflion America 
refifts the opinion that the prefent ftate 
of things has grown out of a digefted 
fyftem to which France defigns to 
adhere. She wifhes and fhe endea- 
vours to. perfuade herfelf that tempo- 
rary caufes, which too often produce 
effects a found and juft policy muft 
reprobate, conneéted with a mifcon- 
ftruction of the condu& of her go- 
vernment, as well as of the motives 
on which it has acted, may have oc- 
cafioned thofe very ferious aggrefiions 
of which the complains. She recedes 
therefore, even under the preffure of 
thefe aggrefiions, flowly and with 
difficulty from the attachments fhe 
has formed. So intertwined with 
every ligament of her heart have been 
the cords of affection which bound 
her to France, that only repeated 
and continued acts of hoftility can 
tear them afunder. 

The government of the United 
States, therefore, ftill fearches the 
means of terminating peacefully, and 
in a manner which ought to be mutu- 
ally fatisfatory, the calamities of 
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the moment, and of averting the ftill 
greater calamities which may be re- 
ferved for the future. Not even the 
difcouraging and unufual events 
which had preceded the prefent effort 
to negociate could deter that govern- 
ment from repeating its endeavours 
for the prefervation of amity and 
peace. Three citizens of the United 
States have been deputed as Envoys 
Extraordinary and Minifters Plenipo- 
tentiary to the French Republic. 
Their inftruGtions authorife and dire& 
them to review the exifting treaties 
between the two nations, and to re- 
move by al! proper means, the ine- 
qualities which have grown out of 
the ftipulations of thofe treaties, in 
confequence of the refufal of Eng- 
land to adopt the principles they 
contain. They are alfo direéted to 
give fair and complete explanations 
of the condu& of the government 
they reprefent; to ftate fully and 
truly the heavy injuries which their 
fellow citizens have fuftained; and 
to afk from the equity of a great and 
magnanimous republic that compen- 
fation for thofe, injuries which, we 
flatter ourfelves, their juftice will not 
refufe and their liberal policy will 
not hefitate to give. 

Bringing with them the temper of 
their government and country, fearch- 
ing only for the means of effeQing 
the object of their miffion, they have 
permitted no perfonal confiderations 
to influence their conduct, but have 
waited under circumftances beyond 
meafure embarraffing and unpleafant, 
with that refpe& which the Ameri- 
can government has fo uniformly paid 
to that of France, for permiffion to 
lay before you, citizen minifter, 
thefe important communications with 
which they have been charged. 

Perceiving no probability of being 
allowed to enter, in the ufual forms, 
on thofe difcuflions which might 
tend to reftore harmony between the 
two Republics, they have deemed it 
moft advifable, even under the cir- 
cumftances of informality which at- 
tend the meafure, to addrefs to your 

government, 
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government, through you, this can- 
did review of the condu@, and this 
true reprefentation of the fentiments 
and withes of the government of the 
United States. They pray that it 
may be received in the temper with 
which it is written, and confidered as 
an additional effort, growing out of 
a difpgfition common to the govern- 
ment and people of America, to culti- 
vate and reftore, if it be poflible, 
harmony between the two republics. 
If, citizen minifter, there remains a 
hope that thefe defirable objeéts can 
be effeéted by any means which the 
United States have authorifed, the 
underfigned will {till folicit and will 
ftill refpectfully attend the develope- 
ment of thofe means. 

lf on the contrary no fuch hope 
remains ; they have only to pray that 
their return to their own country 
may be facilitated; and they will 
leave France with the moft deep-felt 
regret that neither the real and fin- 
cere friendfhip, which the government 
of the United States has fo uni- 
formly and unequivocally difplayed 
for this great Republic, nor its con- 
tinued efforts to demorftrate the 
purity of its conduct and tentions, 
can protect its citizens, or preferve 
them from the calamities which they 
have fought by a juft and upright 
condué to avert. 

The underfigned pray you, citizen 
minifter, to accept the affurances of 
their perfect refpect and confideration. 

(Signed) 
CuarLesCotTEsSwortH PINCKNEY, 
J. MarRsHALL, 
E. Gerry. 
Paris, Fanuary 17th, 1798, in the 
22d year of American Independence. : 


Translated extract | from the Bulletin 
des Lois, No. 178, printed at Pa- 
ris, and enclosed with the quadru- 
plicate of the Envoy’s letter, No. 6. 

Law relative to veffels laden with 
Englifh merchandize of the 29th 
Nivofe, 6th year, [18th Jan. 1796.] 
The Council of Ancients, adopt- 

ing the reafons for the declaration of 


urgency, which precedes the refolu- 
tion herein after contained, approves 
the act of urgency. 

Here -follows the tenor of the de- 
claration of urgency, and of the refo- 
lution of the 22d Nivofe, [11th 
January 1798.) 

The Council of Five Hundred, after 
having heard the report of a Special 
Committee upon the meffage of the 
Executive DireGiory of the 15th 
Nivofe [4th January,] relative to 
Englifh merchandize ; 

Confidering, that the intereft of the 
Republic demands the moft prompt 
meafures againft all veflels which may 
be loaded therewith ; 

Declares, that there is urgency. 

The Council, after having declared 
the urgency, refolves as follows: 


ARTICLE I. 


The character of veffels, relative 
to their quality of neuter or enemy, 
fhall be determined by their cargo; 
in confequence, every veffel found at 
fea, loaded in whole or in part with 
merchandize the production of Eng- 
land or of her poffeffions, fhall be 
declared good prize, whoever the 
owner of thefe goods or merchandize 
may be. 


ARTICLE 2. 


Every foreign veffel which, in the 
courfe of her voyage, fhall have 
entered into an Englifh port, fhall 
not be admitted into a port of the 
French Republic, except in cafe of 
neceflity ; in which cafe fhe fhall be 
bound to depart from the faid port as 
foon as the caufes of her entry thall 
have ceafed. 


ARTICLE 3. 


The prefent refolution fhall be 
printed. 
(Signed) 
Bou ay (of la Meurthe) Prefident. 
GuUILLEMARDET, : 
SAR Secretaries. 

RoEMERS, 

After a fecond reading, the Coun- 
cil of Ancients APPROVES the above 
refolution. The 29th of Nivofe, fixth 

year 
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year of the French Republic (18th Done at the National Palace of the 

January, 1798.) Executive Diretory, the 29th 

(Signed) Nivofe, fixth year of the French 

Marracon, Prefident. Republic, one and indivifible. 
Er. Laveaux, (11th January, 1798.) 


KauFFMANN, Secretaries. For a true copy: 


Mewnvau : 
Menric, , (Signed) P. Barras, Prefident. 


- The Executive Direétory orders, By the Executive Directory, 
that the above law fhall be printed, The Secretary-General, Lacarpr. 
executed, and that it fhall be fealed § And fealed with the feal of the 
with the feal of the Republic. Republic. 
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MESSAGES 


OF THE 


Prefident of the United States, 


TO 


BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS, és‘. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


I NOW tranfmit to both Houfes, the Communications from 
our Envoys at Paris, received fince the laft, which have been pre- 


fented by me to Congrefs. 


UnitTepd STATES, 


Sune 5th, 1798. 


JOHN ADAMS. 





(No. 7.) 
Paris, March oth, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 


AGREEABLY to what we repre- 
fented to you in our No. 6. we 
a letter to the Minifter of 
oreign Affairs, on the fubjeét of 
the late law authorifing the capture 
of neutral ¢effels, on board of which 
any productions of Great Britain or 
its poffeffions fhould be laden, fhew- 
ing how incompatible fuch law was 
with the rights of neutral nations 
and the treaty between France and 
America, its dire& tendency to de- 
ftroy the remaining commerce of our 
country, and the particular hardfhips 
to which it Bice | fubje& the agri- 
cultural as well as commercial inter- 
efts of our countrymen, from the 
gt fituation of the United States. 
e added, that under exifting cir- 
cumftances, we could no longer relift 
the conviétion that the demands of 
France rendered it entirely impradti- 
Vol. IL 





cable to effet the objef&s of our 
miffion ; and that not being perma- 
nent Minifters, but Envoys Extraor- 
dinary, with full power for parti- 
cular purpofes, we ies med it impro- 
per to remain longer in France after 
the impoffibility of effecting thofe 
purpofes had been demonftrated.— 
Before however we took this meafure 
and explicitly demanded our paffports, 
we deemed it expedient to defire 
Major Rutledge to call on Mr. Tal- 
leyrand, on the i1gth ultimo, to 
know if he had any communication 
to make to us in confequence of our 
letter, dated the 17th and delivered 
the 31ft of January. To this Mr. 
Talleyrand replied, that he had no 
anfwer to make, as the Directory 
had not taken any order on the fub- 
jeQ, and when they did, he would 
inform us of it. Still being anxious 
to hear explicitly from Mr. Talley- 
fand himfeif, before we fent our final 
letter, whether there were no means, 
within our powers, of accommodating 

3N our 
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our differences with France, on juft 
and reafonable grounds, we wrote to 
him on the 27th of February, folicit- 
ing a perfonal interview on the fub- 
je& of our miffion ; he appointed the 
2d of March following. You will 
find in the Exhibit A, .herewith en- 
clofed, what. paffed on that occafion. 
On the 4th inftant we requefted ano- 
ther interview. We have detailed 
in the latter part of the fame exhibit, 
for your information, the fubftance 
of that converfation. From thefe 
accounts you may obferve that the 
views of France with regard to us, 


are not effentially changed, fince our’ 


communications with its unofficial 
agents in O&ober laft. 
We have the honour to be, 
With great refpeat, 
Your moft obedient humble fervants, 


CuarLesCoteswortnH PINCKNEY, 
J]. Marsuat., 
E. Gerry. 


Cort. PrcKeRtNe, 
Secretary of the United States. 


(A.) 
March the 2d. 

Ar three o’clock we waited on 
Mr. Talleyrand, and were almoft 
immediately introduced to him. Ge- 
neral Pinckney commenced the con- 
verfation by faying, that our govern- 
ment and ouriclves were extremel 
anxious to remove the fubfifting ait 
ference between the two Republics ; 
that we had received many propofi- 
tions through Mr. Y. to which we 
had found it impracticable to accede; 
and that we had now waited on him 
for the purpofe of enquiring whether 
other means might not be devifed 
which would effe& fo defirable an 
obje&. The Minifter replied, that 
without doubt, the Directory withed 
very_fincerely on our arrival to fee 
a fofid friendthip eftablithed between 
France and the United States, and 
had manifefted this difpofition by the 
readinefS with which orders for our 
paflports were given. That the Di- 
reCtery had been extremely wounded 
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by the laft fpeech of General Wath. 
ington, made to Co when about 
to quit the office of Prefident of the 
United States; and by the firft and 
laft fpeech of Mr. Adams. That 
explanations of thefe fpeeches were 
expected and required of us. Ge- 
neral Pinckney expreffed his furprife 
that the fpeech of General Wathing- 
ton was complained of, and faid this 
was a new complaint. Mr. Talley- 
rand merely se i ys that the Di- 
re was wounded at it; and 
em He faid, that the origuaal 
favourable difpofition of the Direc- 
tory had been a good deal altered by 
the coldnefs and diftance which we 
had obferved. That inftead of feeiry 
him often, and endeavouring .> rc- 
move the obftacles to a mutu..’ ap- 
proach, we had not once waited on 
him. General Pinck obferved, 
that when we delivered him our 
letters of credence, he informed us, 
that the Directory in a few days 
would decide concerning us; and 
that when the decifion was made he 
would communicate it to use That — 
this had for fome time fufpended any 
on our He anfwered 
that this related only to our public 
character, and not to private vifits. 
Génera] Pinckney faid, that on an 
application made by his fecretary for 
a pai for an American under his 
care,#he was told that he muft apply 
to the office of police, for that Ame- 
rica had no Minifter in France, fince 
the recall of Mr. Monroe. The 
Minifter faid, that was very true; 
and then proceeded to fay, that the 
Directory felt itfelf wounded by the 
different {fpeeches of Mr. Wafhington 
and Mr. Adams, which he had ftated, 
and would require fome proof, on the 
part of the United States of a friendly 
difpofition previous to a treaty with 
us. He then faid that we ought to 
fearch for and propofe fome means 
which might furnifh this proof; that 
if we were difpofed to furnifh it, 
there could be no difficulty in find- 
ing it; and he alluded very intelli- 
gibly to a loan. He faid, he had 
feveral 
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feveral conferences with Mr. Gerry 
on this fubje&t, who had always 
anfwered that we had no power. 
Mr. Gerry faid, that he had ftated 
other objections ; that he had parti- 
cularly urged that it would involve 
us in a war with Great Britain. He 
made no reply: and General Pinck- 
ney obferved, that a loan had repeat- 
edly been fuggefted to us, but that 
we had uniformly an_wered, that it 
exceeded our powers. " Mr. Talley- 
rand replied, that perfons at fuch a 
diftance as we were from our govern- 
ment, and poffeffed as we were of 
the public confidence, muft often ufe 
their difcretion, and exceed their 
powers for the public good. That 
there was a material difference be- 
tween acting when inftructions were 
filent, and doing what was particu- 
larly forbidden; that if indeed a loan 
was pofitively forbidden, we might 
confi elves as incapable of 
making one ; but if, as he fuppofed 
was the cafe (he looked the queition) 
our inftructions were only filent, that 
it muft be referred to us to act in a 
cafe not provided for according to 
the beft of our judgment, for the 
public good: that in almoft all the 
treaties made during the revolution, 
the negociators had exceeded their 
powers; although the government 
appointing them was at no confider- 
able diftanee, He particularifed the 
treaty with Pruffia, and feveral 
others. General Pinckney told him 
that our powers did not extend to a 
loan, nat 9 perhaps might forbid it. 
The Minifter ftill urged the difference 
between an exprefs prohibition and 
mere filence. He then proceeded to 
ftate-that the principal objection cn 
the part of our government to a loan 
muft be, that it would draw us out 
of the neutral fituation in which we 
withed to continue ; that there were 
various means of evading this; firft, 
the fecrecy of France, which might 
be relied on: and fecondly, means 
of difguifiag the loan might be de- 
vifed, which would effectually pre- 
vent its being confidered as an aid 
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during the prefent war: that if we 
were truly and fincerely defirous of 
effeting the thing, we fhould expe- 
rience no difficulty in finding the 
means. He again ftated a propoliy 
tion of this fort, on our part, as be- 
ing abfolutely neceffary to prove that 
the government was not-about en- 
tering into a treaty with perfons of 
a temper hoftile to it. «Mr. Gerry 
not well hearing Mr. Talleyrand, 
who fpoke low, afked him to explain 
himfelf with refpeA to the propofition 
which he had alluded to, fuppofing 
it to be a new one: and he aie 
that one of them was fecrecy ; but 
that there were befides various ways 
which might eafily be fuggefted to 
cover the loan, as an immediate one, 
by limiting the time of advancing it 
to diftant inftalments. Mr. Gerry 
obferve2, that Dutrimond had fug- 
gefted that a loan was propofed to be 
made, payable after the war, and in 
fupplies to St. Domingo. Mr. Tal- 
leyrand fignified, that that might be 
one of the means ufed; and faid, 
that if we were only fincere in our 
with, it would be eafy to bring about 
the end. General Marfhall told Mr. 
Talleyrand, that if the Minifters of 
the United States had manifefted 
any unwillingnefs to take all proper 
meafures to reconcile the two Repub- 
lics, or any indifference on the fub- 
je&t, they had very badly reprefented 
the feelings and wifhes of their go- 
vernment; that the government of 
the United States was moft fincerely 
defirous of preferving the friend{hip 
of France, and had, in his opinion, 
unequivocally manifefted that defire, 
by having deputed us under the ex- 
traordinary circumftances attending 
our miffion, and by having fo long 
patiently borne the immenfe lofs of 
property which had been fuftained ; 
that we had endeavoured, according 
to the beft of our judgment, to re- 
prefent truly this difpofition of our 
government ; but that we underftood 
that France would confider nothing 
as an evidence of friendfhip, but an 
a&t which would wanfcend and vio- 
hate 
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late our powers, and at the fame 
time operate the moft ferious injury 
to our country; that neutrality, in 
the prefent war, was of the laft im- 
portance to the United States, and 
they had refolved faithfully to main- 
tain it; that they had committed no 
a& voluntarily, which was a breach 
of it; and could do nothing in fecret, 
which, if *known, would juftly ar- 
range them among the belligerent 
powers ; that in the prefent ftate ef 
things, if America was actually 
leagued with France in the war, fhe 
would only be required to furnifh 
money ; that we had neither fhips of 
War nor men to be employed in it, 
and could confequently, as a bellige- 
rent power, only be afked for money ; 
that, therefore, to-furnifh money, 
was, in fact, to make war; which 
we could by no means confent to do; 
and which would abfolutely tranfcend 
our powers ; being an act altogether 
without the view and contemplation 
of our government, when our miffion 
was decided on: that with refpec& 
to fupplies to St. Domingo, no doubt 
could, be entertained that our mer- 


chants would furnifh them very 
abundantly, if France would permit 
the commerce; and a loan rea!ly 
payable after the clofe of the war, 
might then be negociated. Mr. 
Talleyrand again marked the diftinc- 
tion between filence of inftruétions 


and an exprefs prohibition; -and 
again infifted on the neceflity of our 
proving, by fome means which we 
mutt offer, our friendfhip for the Re- 
public. He faid, he muft exa& from 
us, on the part of his government, 
fome propofition of this fort; that 
to prove our friendfhip, there muft 
be fome immediate aid, or fomething 
which might avail them; that the 
principles of reciprocity would re- 
wire it. General Pinckney and 

eneral Marfhall underftood him, 
by this expreffion, to allude to the 
loan formerly made by France to the 
United States. Mr. Gerry, at the 
time, thought he alluded to the treaty 
to be made; and faid, all treaties 
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fhould be founded in reciprocity : 
and then afked him, whether a loan 
was the ultimatum of this govern- 
ment. Mr. Talleyrand did not give 
a dire&t anfwer to the queftion: he 
faid, as he was underftood, that the 
government infifted on fome a& 
which would demonftrate out friendly 
difpofition towards, and our good 
wifhes for the Republic ; this once 
done, he faid, the adjuftment of 
complaints would be eafy; that. 
would be matter of enquiry ; and if 
France had done us wrong, it would 
be repaired. But that if this was 
refufed, it would encreafe the dif- 
tance and coldnefs between the two 
Republics. The converfation conti- 
nued in this ftyle until, four o’clock, 
when we took our leave, and agreed 
to meet in the evening. 

In the courfe of it, and in reply 
to fome obfervations of Mr. Talley- 
rand, refpecting the proofs of friend- 
fhip ‘required by France, General 
Pinckney obferved, that our bein 
here was a mark of the friendly dif 
pofition of our government, and that 
while we were here, the government 
had paffed a decree for feizing neutral 
veffels having on board any article 
coming out of Enzland; which in 
its operation would fubjec to capture 
all our property on the ocean. Mr, 
Talleyrand replied, that this was not 
particular to us, but was common to 
all the neutral powers. At another 
time, in anfwer to his demand of 
fome mark of our friendfhip, General 
Marthall obferved, that we confi- 
dered the mutual interefts of the two 
nations as requiring peace and friefid- 
fhip; and we relied on finding fuf- 
ficient motives in the intereft of 
France, to preferve that friendfhip ; 
without forcing us to an act which 
tranfcended our powers, and would 
be fo injurious to our country. As 
we were taking our leave, Mr. Tal- 
leyrand again noticed our not vifiting 
him and faid, that he conceived our 
not having had an audience from the 
Dire&tory ought not to have pre- 
vented it, General Marfhall _ 

im 
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him, that our feeing the Direétory, 
or not, was an object of no fort of 
concern to us; that we were perfectly 
indifferent with regard to it; but 
that we conceived that until our 
blic charater was in fome 

raat sary and we were wc 
the minifters and reprefentatives of 
our government, we could not take 
upon ourfelves to act as minifters ; 
becaufe by doing fo, we might fub- 
je@ ourfelves to fome injurious cir- 
cumftance to which we could not 
fubmit. He faid that was very true; 
but that we might fee him as private 
individuals ; and difcufs the obje&s 
of difference between us. 

We requefted of Mr. Talleyrand 
another interview, at fuch hour as 
might be convenient to him, on the 
fixth inftant. He anfwered, that he 
would receive us at half paft eleven ; 
at which hour we attended him. 

Immediately after our arrival at 
his office, we were introduced to the 
Minifter; and General Pinckney 
ftated, that we had confidered, with 
the moft ferious attention, the conver- 
fation we had had the honour of hold- 
ing with him a few days paft: that 
pa se ct he had fuggefted, 
a to us to be fubftantially the 
fame with thofe which had been 
made by Mr. X. by Mr. Y. and alfo 
to Mr. Gerry, with an intention that 
they fhould be communicated to his 
colleagues ; that we confidered it as 
a propofition, that the United States 
fhould furnifh aid to France, to be 
ufed during the prefent war: that 
though it was unufual to difclofe in- 
ftruétions, yet we would declare to 
him, that in addition to its being a 
meafure amounting to a declaration 
of war againft Great Britain, we 
were exprefsly forbidden by our in- 
ftru€tions to take fuch a ftep. 

The Minifter faid, in the tone of a 
queftion, he fuppofed our inftructions 
were, to do nothing which would 
amount to a departure from our neu- 
trality. 

General Pinckney faid, that we were 
fo inftru&ted, and that they were ftill 


more particular. Mr. Talleyrand then 
proceeded to argue that it would be 
no from neutrality, to ftipu- 
late a loan payable after the war: 
and fpoke of it clearly as admitting of 
application to immediate ufe. He faid 
a good deal of the fecrecy with which 
the tranfaction might be clothed; 
and obferved further, that a loan pay- 
able after the war would be a proof of 
our faithful obfervance of the duties 
of neutrality ; fince it would be con- 
fidered as proving that we had re. 
oy propotitions for an immediate 

an. General Marfhall replied, 
that we thought differently ; that in 
our opinion, any act, on the part of 
the American government, on which 
one of the belligerent powers could 
raife money for immediate ufe, would 
be furnifhing aid to that power, and 
would be taking part in the war. It 
would be, in fact, to take the only 
part which, in the exifting ftate of 
things, America could take. This 
wis our deliberate opinion; and in 
addition to it, we confidered our 
inftructions as conclufive on this 
point. 

He obferved, that we had claims 
on the French government, for pro- 
perty taken from American citizens. 
Some of thofe claims were probably 
juft. He afked, if they were ac. 
knowledged by France, whether w- 
could not give a credit as to the 
payment—fay for two years? We 
anfwered that we could. He then 
infifted that it was precifely the fame 
thing ; that by fuch an at, we fhould 
confent to leave in the hands of 
France, funds to which our citizens 
were entitled, and which might be 
ufed in the profecution of the war. 
General Pinckney faid there was a 
difference between the cafes; that 
fuch prizes were now actually in the 
power of the French, without our 
confent ;* we could yot prevent it or 
get them out; but the granting or 
not granting a loan was in our own 
power. He repeated his obfervation; 
and General Marfhall faid, that the 
property for which money was due 

te 
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to American citizens from the French 
government, was taken into the pol- 
feffion of that government, without 
any co-operation on the part of the 
United States. No act of any fort 
was performed by our government, 
which in any degree contributed to 
place thofe funds in the hands of 
France, nor was there any. confent 
towards it; but in the cafe propofed, 
the at would be the act of the go- 
vernment; the government would 


itfelf place funds in the hands of ~ 


France, and thereby furnifh means 
which might be employed in the 
profecution of the war. This was 
the diftin@tion between the cafes, 
and in ’a queftion of neutrality, it 
appeared to us to be all important— 
The Minifter then proceeded to ftate 
the cafe of our affluming the debt of 
our citizens, and of paying the mo- 
ney in that manner; but General 
Pinckney and Mr. Gerry told him 
we were poflitively forbidden to af- 
fume the debt to our own citizens, 
even if we were to pay the money 
direétly to them. He feemed fur- 
prifed at this. General. Pinckney 


obferved, that contrary to ufage, we 
had deemed it proper, in the exift- 
ing ftate of things, to ftate candidly 
our powers to him, that he might 
know certainly that we could not 
fecretly, or under any difguife what- 
ever, make a loan which “er be 


ufed during the war. Mr. Talley- 
rand faid, he muft refume his pofition, 
that there was a difference, which 
he muft infift upon, between a loan 
payable immediately, and a loan 
payable in fugure; and he ftill in- 
fifted there was no difference between 
a loan payable in future, and a credit 
for the money which might be due 
to our citizens. Mr. Gerry obferved, 
that his colleagues had juftly ftated 
the diftinétion between the debt 
which will be due to the citizens of 
the United States from France, in 
cafe of her recognizing the claims 
which we fhall make in their behalf, 
and a debt which might arife from a 
loan by the government of the United 
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States to that of France, during 
war. The one is the refult of an 
arreft of their property without their 
confent; the other would be a vo- 
luntary a& of the government of the 
United States, a breach of their 
neutrality. There is an additional 
objection to the latter: if the United 
States fhould make fuch a loan, it 
would give too much reafon to fup- 
pofe that their government had cen- 
fented, in a collufive manner, to the 
capture of the veffels of their citizens, 
and had thus been furnifhing France 
with fupplies to carry on the war 
Our inftructions are exprefs, not to 
ftipulate for any aids to France, 
either dire@tly or indireétly, during 
the war. With refpeét to a fecret 
ftipulation, a. loan cannot be made 
without an act of the legiflature : 
but if the Executive were adequate 
to it, we have had an inftance of an 
injunétion of fecrecy on members of 
the Senate, on an important fubje, 
which one of the members thought 
himfelf warranted in publifhing in 
the newfpapers ; and of frequent in- 
ftances of fecrets which have other- 
wife efcaped: fecrecy, in this in- 
ftance, might therefore be confidered, 
if the meafure was in itfelf admif- 
fible, as being impraéticable. Ge- 
neral Marfhall obferved, that we 
had confidered the fubje& with great 
folicitude, and were decidedly of 
opinion, that we could not, under 
any form, make a loan which could 
be ufed during the war; that we 
could not tell what our government 
would do, if on the fpot ; but were 
perfe€tly clear, that without addi- 
tional orders, we could not do what 
France requefted. Mr. Gerry ob- 
ferved, that the government and 
nation of the United States, as well 
as ourfelves, were earneftly folicitous 
to reftore friendfhip between the two 
Republics ; that as General Marfhall 
had ftated, we could not fay what 
our government would do, if on the 
{pot ; but if this propofition met the 
wifhes of the government of France, 
General Marfhall and himfelf had 
agreed 
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agreed immediately to embark for 
the United States, and lay before 
our government the exifling ftate of 
things here, as it refpeéted our na- 
tion, to enable them to determine 
whether any, and what other mea- 
fures on their part were neceffary. 
Mr. Talleyrand made no obfervation 
on this propolition: but enquired 
whether we expected foon to receive 
orders. Mr. Gerry mentioned an 
anfwer he had received to a letter 
fent by him in November; and Ge- 
neral Marfhall ftated, that our firit 
difpatches were fent on board two 
veffels at Amfterdam, on the 28th 
of November ; from which Mr. Tal- 
Jeyrand could form as juft an idea as 
we could, when an anfwer might be 
expected: but he did not think it 
probable one would arrive before a 
month to come. General Marfhall 
told him, we knew that our govern- 
ment had not received our difpatches 
on the 8th of January ; and we could 
not tell when they might be received. 
He afked whether our intelligence 
came through England? General 
Marfhall cal waied that it did not; 
and General Pinckney faid, that 
American papers as late as the 8th 
of January mentioned the fact. 

re was fome converfation about 
the time when thefe  inftrudctions 
might be expected; and General 
Marfhall fuggefted a doubt whether 
our government might give any in- 
ftructions. He afked, with fome 
furprife, whether we had not written 
for inftruétions? and we anfwered, 
that we had not: and Mr.. Gerry 
faid that we had ftated facts to our 
government, and conceived that no- 
thing more was neceflary. General 
Pinckney obferved, that the govern- 
ment knowing the facts, would do 


what was proper; and that our ap- 
plying or not applying for inftructions 
would not alter their conduct. Mr. 
Talleyrand then enquired whether 
we had not fent any one to the Uni- 
ted States. General Pinckney faid 


_no: and Mr. Gerry added, that foon 


after our arrival we had made propo- 
fitions to fend one of our number, 
which were not accepted. And 
General Marfhall further added, that 
thofe who had communicated with 
us, had told us we fhould be ordered 
out of France immediately ; and we 
had fuppofed that we fhould be or- 
dered out before our letters could 
reach the government. Mr. Gerry 
then obferved, that the government 
of France muft judge for itfelf; but 
that it appeared to him, that a treaty 
on hberal principles, fuch as thofe 
on which the treaty of commerce 
between the two nations was firft 
eftablifhed, would be infinitely more 
advantageous to France than the 
trifling advantages fhe could derive 
from a loan. Such a treaty would 
produce a friendfhip and attachment 
on the part of the United States to 
France, which would be folid and 
permanent, and produce benefits far 
fuperior tothofe of a loan, if we had 
powers to make it. To this obfer- 
vation Mr. Talleyrand made no re- 
ply. We parted without any fenti- 
ment delivered by the Minifter on 
the fubje& of our going home to 
confult our government. 

As we were taking our leave of 
Mr. Talleyrand, we told him that 
two of us would return immediately 
to receive the inftruGtions of our go- 
vernment, if that would be agreeable 
to the Directory: if it was not, we 
would wait fome time, in the expec- 
tation of receiving inftruCtions. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO CONGRESS. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


I NOW 6 tranfmit to Congrefs the Difpatch, Number 8, from our 
Envoys Extraordinary to the French Republic, which was received at 
the Secretary of State’s Office, on Toaiey the fourteenth day of this 


month. 


Unitrep STATEs, 
Fune 18th, 1798. 


JOHN ADAMS. 


—— EA 


(No. 8.) 
Paris, April 34, 1798. 
Dear Str, 


WE berewith tranfmit you the 
copy of a letter written to us by the 
Minifter of Foreign Affairs, dated 
the 28th Ventofe, (18th March) and 
purporting to be an anfwer to our 
memorial of the 17th of January. 

We alfo fend you in this enclofure 
a copy of our reply, which has been 
prefented this morning. As foon as 
we certainly know what fteps the 
French government mean to purfue 
in confequence. of this, reply, you 
fhall be informed of them. 


We remain, with at refpe& and 
efteem, your moft prvi to fervants, 
CHaRLEsSCoTEeEsworRTH PINCKNEY, 
« Marswatt, 
GERRY. 
Cor. Picxerinc, 
Secretary of the United States. 


a 
[TRANSLATION.] 


The Minister of Foreign Relations of 
the French Republic, 


To Messrs.Charles Cotefworth Pinck- 
ney, J. Marfhall, and E. Gerry. 


THE underfigned Minifter of Fo- 
reign Relations of the French Re- 
public, has laid before the Executive 
Directory, the memorial which the 
Commifhioners and Envoys Extraor- 
dinary of the United States of Ame- 


rica have tranfinitted to him, under 
the date of the 28th Nivofe laft, 
{17th January, 1798] and it is in 
execution of the intentions of the 
DireGtory, which defires to convince 
the United States of the true difpo- 
fitions which animate it with refpec& 
to them, that the underfigned com- 
municates to the Comsaifioters and 
Envoys Extraordinary the following | 
obfervations. 
The firft thing which muft excite 
attention, in the memorial of the 
Commiffioners and Envoys Extraor- 
dinary, is the method which they 
have thought proper to purfue in the 
expofition or in the difcuffion of 
the points which are in difpute be- 
tween the two ftates. The Execu- 
tive Direftory, animated with difpo- 
fitions the moft conciliatory, and 
penetrated with the interefts which 
fhould draw the two nations together, 
as well as eager to concur in the 
well known wifh of the two people, 
to maintain a perfect intimacy, had 
reafon to expect, that the Envoys 
would have brought, in the name of 
their government, difpofitions en- 
tirely fimilar, and a temper previoutl 
prepared by the fame Seed tal the 
ame defires. What muft be, after 
this, the furprife of the Executive 
Direftory, when the underfigned 
rendered it an account of a memo- 
rial, in which the Commiffioners and 
Eavoys Extraordinary, reverfing the 
known order of facts, have aimed > 
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pafs over, as it weré in filence, the 
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the gery of en a 
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Republic, and which its treaties with 
the faid United States authorized in 
certain cafes, which it depended upon 
the general government of the Union 
to create or not to ¢reate. 

It would be foreign to the purpofe 
to enter into an enumeration of the 
complaints which the French govern- 
ment had room to make againft the 
Federal government, fince the com- 
mencement of the war, excited againit 
the French Republic, by a power 
jealous of its profperity and its rege- 
neration. Thefe details are contained 
in the numerous official communica- 
tions, made at Philadelphia by the 
Minifters of the Republic, and have 
been recapitulated by the predeceffor 
of the underfigned, in a note ad- 
dreffed, under the date of 1gth Ven- 
tofe, in the 4th year, [gth March, 
1796] to the Minifter Plenipotentiary 
of the ia a gt at Paris, and 
v icularly detailed in the offi- 
SS geal of Cxizen Adet, dated at 

hiladelphia, on the 25th Brumaire, 
in. the sth year [15th November, 
1796). Complaint was made in the 
above note of the inexecution of the 
treaties concluded in 1778, in the 
only claufes in which France had 
ftipulated fome advantages, in return 
for the efforts which fhe engaged to 
make for the common benefit, and 
againft the infults offered to the dig- 
| of the French Republic. 

n fact, from the commencement 
of the war, the American tribunals 
have claimed the right to take cog- 
nizance of the validity of prizes car- 
ried into the ports of the United 
States by French cruifers. It has 
refulted from this pretenfion, con- 
trary to the letter of the treaty of 
commerce of 1778, that the property 
of citizens of the Republic has been 
unjuftly detained, and that French 
cruizing has been totally difcouraged 
in. the American feas againft an 
enemy, who revived the moft bar- 
barous laws of that mode of warfare, 
to deftroy and infult the American 
commerce, even under the eyes of 
the Federal government. 

30 That 
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That government did not confine 
itfelf to favour the enemies of the 
French Republic in a point fo effen- 
tial, a point on which in truth fome 
abufes might arife, but which the 
French government manifefted itfelf 
difpofed to prevent ; it even went fo 
far as to permit enémy’s veflels, con- 
trary to the literal meaning of the 
above treaty, to put into the ports 
of the United States, after having 
captured the ty or ships belong. 
ing to French citizens. Soon after-« 
wards a national corvette, at anchor 
in the port of Philadelphia,* was 
feized by order of the government, 


and this arreft was afterwards ex- got 


tended even to her commander. 
The American tribunals, in lke 
manner, arrefted the perfon ef the 
ex-governor of Guadaloupe, for acts 
of his adminiftration; and it was 
neceffary that the Executive Direc- 
tory fhould threaten to make reprifals 
to put this affair in the courfe pre- 
fcribed by the law of nations. 
Turing the whole fpace of time 
which has been juft reviewed, the 
French government made fruitlefs 
efforts to induce the government of 
the United States, to procure for 
the agents of the Republic, the legal 
means of carrying into effle& the 
claufes of the confalar convention of 
1788, which granted to our naviga- 
tion and commerce, privileges whole 
principle was confecrated by the 
treaties of 1778; and nothing could 
ever be obtained in this refpedt but 
fruitlefs referrences to the tribunals. 
In general, all matters, which, with 
intentions fincerely conciliatory, 
fhould have been terminated by 
means of negociation, were habitu- 
ally referred to the judicial autho- 
rities; and thefe, whether they were 
or were not _— to a fecret influ- 
ence, in the end either deprived the 
Republic of Be founded upon 
treaties, or modified their exercife 


as fuited the fyfiem of the govern- 
Mets 

* Seizure of the Caffius, in Augul, 
1795- 
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Such was the true ftate of things 
in the month of Auguit, 1795, the 
riod when the ratification of the 
reaty of Amity, Navigation, and 
Commerce, figned at London in the 
month of November preceding, be- 
tween the Uni. d States and Great- 
Britain, filled the meafure of the 
grievances of the Republic. 
What had been, until then, the 
conduct of the French government 
towards the United States? The 
underfigned, in order to contraft it 
with that of the faid States, will 
content himfelf with recalling facts, 
which cannot however have been for- 


tens 

Occupied with the moft prefling 
cares in Europe, the Republic did not 
dire& her attention to the United 
States, but in order conftantly to give 
them new proofs of the fincere 
friend{hip and intereft, and the left it 
to her agents, amicably to difcufs 
with the Federal t, the 
controverfies which have juft been 
fketched, and which, had they been 
handled on both fides in the true {pi- 
rit of conciliation, could not have 
altered their underftanding to 
the- prefent ree. The republic 
was hardly conftituted, when a mini- 
fier was fen: to Philadelphia, whofe 
firft a& was to declare to the United 
States, that they would not be prefied 
to execute the defenfive claufes of the 
Treaty of Alliance, although the 
cireumftances, in, the leaft equivocal 
manner, exhibited the casus faderis. 
Far from appreciating this conduda, 


the American ernment received 


it as the acknowledgment of a right; 
and it is in this f{pirit alfo, that the 
Commiffioners and Eavoys Extraor- 


dinary have’ met this queftion in the. 
beginning of their memorial. The 
Minifter of the Republic, at Philadel. 
phia, having given uneafinefs to the 
American government, was readily 
recalled, even with circumftances of 
extreme rigour. 


His fucceffor car- 
ried to the United States every defi- 
rable reparation, as well as declara- 
tions the moft friendly and fincere. 


Nothing 
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Nothing equals the fpirit of conci- 
liation, or maheired condefcenfion, in 
which his inftruétions were drawn, 
reiatively to all the points which 
caufed any uneafinefs in the Federal 

nt. The citizen Adet again 
enforced, in the name of the National 
Convention, thofe expreffions of good 
will; and that/affembly itfelf received, 
with the effufion of an unbounded 
confidence and fecurity, the new 
Minifter, whom the Prefident of the 
United States fent to it, with the 
apparent intention of fincerely cor- 
pontling with the difpofitions which 
the republic had not ceafed to profefs. 

What might appear incredible is, 
that the Republic, and her alliance, 
were facrificed at the moment when 
fhe thus redoubled her regards for her 
ally; and that the correfponding 
demonttrations of the Federal govern- 
ment, had no other object, but to 
keep her, as well as her government, 
in a falfe fecurity——And yet it is 
now known, that, at this very period, 
Mr. Jay, who had been fent to Lon- 
don, , as it was then faid, to 
negociate arrangements relative to 
the depredations committed upon the 
American commerce, be the cruifers 
of Great Britain, figned a Treaty of 
Amity, eager ee papi OA 
the iating and figni which 
had been fase a ra | fecret at 
Paris and at Philadelphia. This 
Treaty was avowed to our Minifter 
Plenipotentiary only at the laft extre- 
mity ; and it was communicated to 
him only for form’s fake, and after 
it had received the ratification of the 
pet? When Peon Be eng of the 

i this myfteri- 
on tadenin were Spe by 
an appeal to the Independence of the 
United States, folemnly fan¢ctioned 
in the treaties of 1778—a ftrange 
manner of contefting a grievance, the 


— y of which was demonftrated 
the ion to which recou 
war had—an infidious fubterfuge, 
pis fubftitutes for the a 
the queftion, a general princip e, 
which the Republic cannot be fuppofed 
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to difpute, and which deftroys, by 
the aid of a fophifim, that intimate 
confidence, which ought to exift 
between two allies, and which, above 
all, ought to exift between the French 
Republic and the United States. 

f it be difficult to find in this con- 
duc what ought to be expected from 
a friend, what muft be thought of the 
treaty itfelf, and of its provifions? 
This treaty is now known to all 
Europe ; and the fmall majority by 
which it paffed the two Houfes, as 
well as the multitude of impofing 
withes which were exprefled by the 
nation againft fuch an a, bear ho- 
nourable teftimony in favoar of the 
opinion which the French government 
has adopted concerning it. The 
underfigned will not repeat, with 
refpeét to this treaty, what his pre- 
deceffor has faid of it, in his note of 
the rgth Ventofe, before cited, and 
in that of the rgth Meffidor follow- 
ing, nor what the Minifter Pleni 
tentiary of the Republic at Philadel. 
phia has fet forth, at great length, in 
his official note of the 25th Brumaire. 
He will content himfelf with obferv- 
ing, fummarily, that in this treaty, 
every thing having been calculated to 
turn the neutrality of the United 
States, to the difadvantage of the 
French Republic, and to the advan- 
tage of England ; that the Federal 
government having in this act made 
to Great Britain conceffions the moft 
unheard of, the moft incompatible 
with the interefts of the United States, 
the moft derogatory to the alliance 
which fubfifted between the faid 
States and the French Republic ; the 
latter was perfectly free, in order to 
avoid the inconveniencies of the 
Treaty of London, to avail itfelf of 
the prefervative means with which 
the law of nature, the law of nations, 
and prior treaties, furnifhed it. 

Such are the reafons which have 
produced the decrees of the Directory, 
of which the United States complain, 
as well asthe condud of its agents to 
the Weft Indies. Ail thefe meafures 
are founded on the ad article of the 

treaty 









468 


treaty of 4778, which requires, that, 
in matters of navigation and com- 
merce, France fhould always be, with 
refpect to the United States, on the 
footing of the soft favoured nation. 
The k:xecutive Directory cannot be 
arraigned, if, from the execution of 
this eventual claufe, fome inconve- 
niences have refulted to the American 
flag. As to the abufes which may 
have fprunz from that principle, the 
underfigned again repeats, that he 
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The ne known to be an- 
der the indire¢t control of the cabi- 
net, have fince the treaty redoubled 
the invedtives and calumnies againft 
the Repubiic and againft her pzinci- 
pine her magiftrates, and her envoys. 

amphlets, openly paid for by the 
minifter of Great Britain, have re- 
produced, in every torm, thofe infults 
and calumnies, without a ftate of 
things fo fcandalous having ever at- 
tracted the attention of the govern- 


was ready to difeufs them in the moft* ment, which might have repreffed it. 
On the contrary, the government itfelf 


friendly manner. 

From this faithful expofition of 
facts, which have progreifively led to 
the prefent mifunderitanding between 
the two States, it refults, as the 
underfigned has faid, in the begin- 
ning of this anfwer, that the priority 
of grievances belongs to the French 
Republic ; and that fuch of its mea- 
fures as may have occafioned the com- 
plaints of the United States, are, 
with fome exceptions, the natural 
confequence of a ftate of things, which 
it depended upon them to create or 
not create. 

If the underfigned thould terminate 
the expofition of the grievances of 
the Republic with the Treaty of Lon- 
don, he would imperfectly fulfil his 
tafk—It is his duty to carry his views 
further. From the moment that the 
treaty in queftion was put into exe- 
cution, the government of the Uniied 
States feemed to think itfelf freed 
from the neceffity. of keeping any 
meafures with the Republic; notwith- 
ftanding the reiterated aflurance which 
had been given to its minifters, that 
the treaty would in norefpe&t change memor 


the pre-exifting ftate of neutrality of and acknowledged facts, they 


the United States, notice was given 
in the courfe of the year 1796, tothe 
French cruifers, that they could no 
longer, as had been until then prac- 
tifed, be permitted to fell their prizes 


was intent upon encouraging this 
{candal, in its public. aéts. The Ex- — 
ecutive Directory has feen itfelf de- 
nounced in a f{peech delivered by the 
Prefident in the courfe of the month 
of May laft (Q. S.) as endeavouring 
to propagate anarchy and. divifion 
within the United States. The new 
allies which the Republic has acquired, 
and whoare the fame that contributed 
to the independence of the Americans, 
have been equally infulted, in the 
official. corre ies which have 
been made public, or in the newfpa- 
pers: In one cannot help dif- 
covering, in the tone of the fpeech 
and of the publications which have 
been juft pointed out, a latent enmity 
which only waits an oerey © to 
break out. 

Facts being thus eftablithed, it is 
difagreeable to he obliged to think 
that the inftrutions, under which the 
commiffioners have acted, have not 
been drawn up with the fincere inten- 
tion of attaining pacific refults ; be- 
caufe, far from proceeding in thelr 

memorial upon fome avowed penele 
have 
zo Dente ipae tothe Raph 
to to-impute to 
wishes toccumling ms produce 
w they fecm w to 
by fuch a courfe cf proceeding. It 


in the ports of the United States. . 


This decifion was rendered by the 
Federal court of juftice, and founded 
upon the treaty concluded between 


the United States and Great-Bri- , 


tain. 
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and of not granting to the os 
any of the means of 


reparation, wh 
Pe Pasig ry through the vnedi 
um of the underfigned, have dictated 


crificing to thefe ftrange fentiments, 
thoie, which the treaties of 1778, 
and the of the circum- 
ftances in midft of which they 
=—aaiiel ought to infpire. 
The remote confequences of fuch 
condué have not efcaped the atten- 


tion of the Direétory. It is defired, 
while nothing is omitted to prolong 
the mifunderftanding, and even to 
augment it, to throw upon the Re- 
public all the odium, in the view of 
America and of Europe. It is fought 
to juftify by delufive appearances the 
prejudices with which the name of 
the Republic is furrounded at pleafure, 
and the fyftem of exafperation and 
alienation which is purfued in relation 
to it with the moft ftrange obftinacy. 
It is finally. withed to feise the GA 
favourable occafion to confummate 
an intimate union, with 2 power, to- 
wards which a devotion and partiality 
is profeffed, which has long been the 
principle of the condu& of the Fede- 
ral ment. 
intentions which the underfign- 
ed here attributes to the government 
of the United States, are fo little 
difguifed, that nothing feems to have 
been neglected at Philadelphia to 
manifeft them to every eye. It is 
probably with this view, that it was 
thought proper to fend to the French. 
Republic, spetenn whofe opinions and 
conneétions aré too weil known, to 
at from ens difpofitions fincerely 
It is painful for the 
wr i to be obliged to make a 
contraft between this conduét, and 
that which was purfued towards the 
cabinet of St. James, under fimilar 
circumftances. An eagernefs was 
then felt to fend to London, minifters 
well known for fentiments correfpond- 
ing with the objec of their miffion. 


The feems, h 
cpuaill ater connote go if 
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the fame propriety has not been ob- 
ferved with refpe& to it, it is exceed- 
ingly probable, that it is to be attri- 
buted to the views above alluded to 
by the underfigned. 

It is impoffible to forefee whither 
fuch difpofitions may lead. The under- 
figned does not hefitate to Lelieve, 
that the American nation, like the 
French nation, fees this ftate of things 
with regret, and does not confider its 
confequences without forrow. He 
apprehends, that the American po- 
ple will not commit a miftal:, -on- 

cerning the prejudices with which it 
has been defired toinfpire them againft 
an allied people, nor concerning the 
engagements which it feems to be 
withed to make them contraG to the 
detriment of an alliance, which fo 
powerfully contributed to place them 
in the rank of nations, and to fupport 

them in it; and that they will fee in 
thefe new combinations, the only dan- 
gers their profperity and importance 
can incur. 

Penetrated with the juftice of thefe 
refle€tions and their confequences, the 
Executive Directory has authorized 
the underfigned to exprefs himfelf 
with all the franknefs which becomes 
the French nation. It is indifpen- 
fable, that in the name of the Direc- 
tory he fhould diffipate thofe illufions, 
wit which for five years the com- 
plaints of the minifters of the Repub- 
lic have been inceffantly furrounded 
at Philadelphia, in order to weaken, 
calumniate, or diftort them : it was 
effential, in fine, that by exhibiting 
their fentiments in an unequivocal 
manner, he fhould clear up all the 
doubts, and ali the falfe interpreta- 
tions, of which they might be the ob- 


~ Tt is, therefore, only in order to 
fmooth the way of difcuffions, that 
the underfigued has entered into the 
preceding, explanations. It is with 
the fame view, that he declares te the 
Commiffioners and Envoys Extraor- 
dinary, that notwithftanding the kind 
of prejudice, which has been enter- 
if tained with refpe& to them, the Ex- 

ecutive 
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ecutive Directory is difpofed to treat 
with that one of the three, whafe 


prefumed to be more impar- 


opinions, pr 
tial, promife, in the courfe of the ex~ 


planations, more ef that reciprocal 


gop which is indifpenfable. 
he 
that this overture will not meet, on 
the part of the Commiflioners and En- 
baa ty e with any ferious 
It is ftill mere natural to 
hope it, pig be by the tenor of their 
powers, the faid Commiflioners and 
Envoys Extraordinary, are authorized 
to negociate jointly or feparately: 
So that nothing but the delire of pre- 
venting any accommodation could 
peoduce any objection againit this 
meafyre ; which moreover is only 
pointed out tethe Commiflioners them-~ 
felves, in order that nothing may here 
bear an unfavourable appearance ; 
and which evidently has no other ob- 
ject than to affure to the negociation 
an happy iffue, by avoiding on the 
eutfet every thing which may on 
either fide awaken, i in the courle of 
this negociation, fentiments caleu- 
pa nea sy 
he hopes, that the 
Commiflioners and Envoys Extraordi-. 
nary will foon enable him to inform 
the Executive Directory of their de~ 
termination, Whatever this deter- 
mination may be, the underfigned 
flatters himfelf, that the explanations 
imte which he has entered, will have 
placed the fubjeds in difpute in theig 
true light, may eventually ferve 
to diflipate, in the eyes of all impartial 
men, the unfavourable imprefhon, 
which it might be endeavoured to fix 
upon the intentions of the French Re-~ 
public and its government. He cou- 
cludes by renewing tothe Commiflion- 


ers and Envoys Extraordinary the af» 


furances of bis confideration. 
(Signed) 
Cu. Mav. TaLteyrranp. 
Puris, 28th Ventose, 6th year, [18tb 
March, 1798+] 
Faithfully tranflated, 


jJacos WacwEr. 


were 


flatters himfelf, Y 





APPENDIX OF STATE PAPERS. 


The Ministers Plenipotentiary and 
United States of America to the 
French Rejslic, to the Minister 
of Exterior Relations. 

Crrizen Minister, 

OUR letter of the 28th Ventofe 
(18th March) in anfwer to a memo- 
rial of the underfigned, dated 17th 
January, was received the day after 
its date, and has been confidered with 

* In that memorial, the underfi 
without furnifhing caufe for reproach, 
might have limited themfelves to a 
ftatement of the numerous and well- 
founded aints of the nation t 

have been indu 
te extend their ebfervations to other 
fubjeéts, by that fincere defire to re- 
eftablith harmony and mutual confi. 
dence between the two republics, 
which the of the United 
States has never ceafed to feel and to 
exprefs. that thofe mifre- 
prefentations, to which human actions 
and human fentiments muft ever 
continue to be might have 
impreffed on the mind of the French 
government, occupied with the great 
and in events of Europe, the 
unfeunded fufpicions of partiality, on 
the of America, for the enemies 
of France, the underfigned cherifhed 
the hope, that a review of 
the condu& of their government, 
accompanied with a candid ‘and tho- 
rough inveftigation of the real prin- 
ciples on which that conduct was 
founded, by removing prejudices, 
might veftore fentiments which the 
United States have ever fought, and 
fill feek e 
In review, it was obvi- 
ous that 2 minute difcuffion of every 

r fa& mi 

examination with 





vious explanations had re 

ceffary, and 

to thofe. met 

the particular cafes were the neceffary 
refi The however, 

declared, and they ftill declare, that if 

the government of the United States” 


has 
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has given juft caufe of complaint to 
that of France, a a Fa 
ready to confider to compenfate 
the injury: that negociation, the 
opening of which they have for nearly 
{ix months unremittingly folicited and 

i attended, would, if entered 
upon, demenftrate the fincerity of this 
declaration. 


i 
Still animated by the fame fpirit 
which has didtated all i a to 
approach this Republic, ftill fearch- 
ing to remove unfavourable impref- 
fions, by a candid difplay of truths, 
anda frank esi of the 
principles which bave ern- 
ed. the United States, and fill en. 
deavouring thereby to facilitate the 
reftoration of harmony between two 
nations, which ought to be the friends 
of each other ; the unde will 
lay before you the refulc of their re- 
fleions on your letter of the a8th 
Ventofe. Whatever force you may 
pleafe to allow to their obfervations, 
the relative fituation of the two Re- 
publics, it is hoped, will not fail to 
convince you that they proceed from 
the moft conviction of their 
juftice. You ae ap Mini- 
fer, that the priority of complaint is 
on the fide eb and that thofe 
meafures, which have fo injured and 
oppreffed the people of the United 
States, have been produced by the 
previous conduct of their government. 
To this the underfigned will now 
only obferve, that if France can juftly 
complain of any ac& of the govern- 
ment of the United States, whether 
that aét be prior or fubfequent to the 
wrongs received by that government, 
a difpoGtion and a wifh to do im the 
cafe what jultice and ae sits 4 
uire, is openly avow w 
cues to be ues | Pog” 
Your complaints agai ni- 
ted States may be clailed under three 
heads. 
ift. The inexecution of their trea- 


sian were 

e Treaty of Amity, Com- 
Bessy igation formed with 
Great Britain. , 


3dly. The condué of their govern- 
ment fince that treaty. 

If the underfi fhall be difap- 
pointed in their hope to convince 
you, that on no one of thefe points 
can their government be juftly incu 
pated, yet they perfuade themfelves 
that the demonftration of the good 
faith and upright intention, with 
which it has ever acted, will be com- 
plete and fatisfa@tory. This being 
proved, and a tender of compenfation 
for any unintentional wrong being 
made, a bafe for accommodation is 
offered, which they muft yet hope will 
be acceptable to France. 

ift. inexecution of the trea- 
ties between the United States and 
Frances Under this head, you com 
plain, firt—That from the commence- 
ment of the war, the American tri- 
bunals have, in effect, pretended to the 
right of taking cognizance of the va- 
lidity of prizes brought into the ports 
of the United States. 

adly. That againft the textual 
fenfe of the treaty, the government 
has permitted the {hips of the enemy 
to come to in their ports, after hav- 
ing captured property or veflels be- 
longing to French citizens. 

3dly. That it has ordered the ar- 
reft of a national corvette, anchored 
in the port of Philadelphia, and that 
the arreftation has extended to the 
Captain Commandant. 

athly. The refufal to provide the 
means to execute the Confular Con- 
vention. 

Thefe complaints fhall be confider- 
ed in the order in which they are 
made. 

rf. From the commencement of 
the war, the Americantribunals have, 
in effe&t, pretended to the right of 
taking cognizance of the validity of 
prizes, brought into the ports of the 
United States by French cruifers. 

You have not been pleafed to ftate 
a cafe, in which this right has been 
afferted, and the underfigned are per- 
fuaded that no fuch cafe exifts. 

Far from afferting it, the govern. 
ment ef America has exprefsly dil- 

claimed 
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Genet, however, inftead of apologiz- 
ing, takes great merit, in his letters, 
for giving her up. The William is 
faid to have been taken within two 
miles of the fhores of the United 
States. When the admiralty declin- 
ed coynizance of the cafe, the was 
delivered to the French conful, ac- 
cording to my letter of June 25th, to 
be kept until the Executive of the 
United States fhould examine into 
the cafe, and Mr. Genet was defired, 
by my Jetter of June 2gth, to have 
them furnifhed with the evidence on 
behalf of the captors, as to the place 
of capture; yet to this day it has 
never been done. The brig Fanny 
was alleged to have been taken 
within five miles from our {hore : the 
Cathar:ne within two miles and an 
half. It is an effential attribute of 
the jurifdiGtion of every country to 
preferve peace and punifh acts in 
breach of it, and to reftore property 
taken by force within its limits. 
Were the armed veffel of any nation 
to cut away one of our own troin the 
wharves of Philadelphia, and to chufe 
to call it a prize, would this exclude 
us from the right of redreiling the 
wrong? Were it the veffel of ano- 
ther nation, are we not equally bound 
to protect it while within our limits? 
Were it feized in any other waters or 
on the fhores of the United States, 
the right of redrefling it is ftill the 
fame : and humbled indeed would be 
our condition were we obliged to de- 
pend for that on the will of a foreign 
conful, or on any negociation with 
diplomatic azents. Accordingly this 
right of proteétion within its waters, 
and to a reafonable diftance on its 
coafts, has been acknowledged by 
every nation and denied to none ; and 
if the property féized be yet within 
their power, it is their right and duty 
to redrefs the wron: themfelves. 

“ France herfelf has afferted the 
right in herfelf, and recognized it in 
us, in the 6th article of our treaty, 
where we mutually ftipulate, that we 
will dy all the means in our power 
(not by negosiation) protect and de- 

Vou. Il. 
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fend each other's veffels and ef-s in 
our ports or roads, or on the {.as near 
our countries, ani recover and reitore 
the fame to the right owners. ‘Tie 
United Netherianis Pru.ia, andS ve- 
den, have reco \n zed it alfo .o treaties 
with us; and ndced itis a ftandin j.0re 
mule inferted in almoit ail the treatees 
ot ail mat.ons, and prov ae tic pr ncte 
ple to be acunowied, cc by alin tions.” 

In tne ietter of Mr. Ran co pis to 
Mr. Fauchet, aircady Cited, tuat © ne 
tleinan refumes th:s iubject, and Mr. 
Fauchet in anfwer fays: * The Ade 
miraity Courts have always ceded to 
the entreaties of our eneinies tor their 
intervention in prize Cauics ; in truth, 
frequentiy anit almoit coatiantiy, by 
uling the double plea of which you 
fpoke to me, that is to fay, by ar.u- 
ing either of feigure within tue jure 
diction line of the United States, or 
of armament or auguicntat.on of ar- 
mament of tie capturiny vefl-is, on 
their ports. On this fudject, Sur, you 
requeft me to fpecity a circumftance 
Where a prize was arrefted, which did 
not come under that denow:nat.on, 
and you take the trouble to citablih, 
that they have a right to interv. ne in 
every cafe that can be brougit un- 
der thofe heads. In the firft place, 
Sir, I never have, at leait tomy recol- 
lection, conteft=d the right of your 
courts, or of the government, to in- 
terfere in matters of the nature of 
thofe you ment.on.”’ 

It would feem to be inconteftible, 
that the principle afferted by the 
United States, which indeed is an un- 
queftionable principle, has been ad- 
mitted in its. utimoft latitude by 
France. It is believed that in the ex- 
ecuition ot ‘s principle, the govern- 
ment-and tribunals have only been 
guided by-.a fenfe of duty ani the 
obligations of jultice. If in any cafe 
that can be felected, wrong has un- 
intentionally beew committed, that 
wrong has grown inevitably out of 
the fituation of the United States, 
and of the conduct of perfons they 
have been unable to control, and 
will with readinefs be corrected. 


3P adly. 
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adiy. That againft the textual fenfe 
of the treaty, the government has 
permitted the fhips of the enemy to 
come to in their ports, after having 
captured property or veilels belonging 
to French citizens. 

It is to be re zretted, that.you have 
not been pleafed to ftate fome parti- 
cular cafe, if the cafe be founded on 
a fact, which has manifefted this per- 
miilion: or if it be founded in prin- 
ciple, the precife difference between 
the conftru&ion given by the Prefi- 
dent of the United States to the 
article of the treaty of the 6th of Fe- 
bruary, 1778, relative to this fubject, 
and that for which you may contend. 
For the want of fuch a guide, the 
underfigned may difcufs unneceffary 
points, without giving you complete 
fatisfaAion on that which in your 
mind may conftitute the real difli- 
culty. 

The 17th article is in thefe words : 
“ Tt fhali be lawful for the fh ps of 
war of either party, and privateers 
freely to carry whitherfoever they 
pleafe the ‘hips and goods taken from 
their enemies, without being obliged 
to pay any duty to the officers of the 
admiralty or other judges ; nor fhall 
fuch prizes be arrefted or feized whe 
they come to or enter the ports of 
either party, nor fhall the fearchers, 
or other officers of thofe places, fearch 
the fame, or make examination con- 
cerninz the lawfulnefs of fuch prizes ; 
but they may hoift fail at any time 
and depart, and carry their prizes to 
the places exprefled in their com- 
miffions, which the commanders of 
fuch fhips of war fhall be obliged to 
fhow : on the contrary, no fhelter or 
refuge fhall be given in their ports to 
fuch as fhall have made prize of the 
f{ubjects, people or property of either 
of the parties ; but if fuch thall come 
in, being forced by ftrefs of weather 
or the danzers of the fea, all proper 
means fhall be vigorouily ufed that 
they vo out and retire from thence as 
foon as poffible.’""—-Do you contend 
Citizen Minifter that this article ought 
to be rigidly confirued according to 
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its letter? If you do, it becomes ne- 
ceffary to afcertain what are the dif- 
abilities to which its letter really fub- 
jects the veflels belonging to the ene- 
mies of France. They are, rf. That 
no fhelter or refuge fhall be given in 
the ports of the United States to the 
{hips of war or privateers belonging to 
the enemy, which shall have made prize 
of the fubjects, people or property of 
France.—2dly. That if fuch thips of 
war or privateers fhall come in, being 
forced by ftrefs of weather or the 
dan zers of the feas, all proper means 
fhall be vigoroufly ufed that they go 
out and retire from thence as foon as 
poilible. 

The letter of the article does not 
exclude generally the fhips of war be- 
longing to the enemy, but thofe only 
whicb bave made prize of the fubjecis, 
people or property of France. That 
the veffel fhali have made a prize isa 
part and an effential part of the de- 
{cription. Whether the veffel be or 
be not within this defcription is a 
fa&, the afcertainment of which muft 
precede the mea‘ures to be taken in 
confequence of that fa&. When the 
fact fhall have been afcertained, the 
letter of the article denies refuge or 
fhelter to the fhip of war or priva- 
teer; but not to the prize which 
may have been made. You well know, 
Citizen Minifter, that if the letter of 
the article is to be fet up againft its 
{pirit, when the former is moft fa- 
vourable to the views of France, the 
letter muft ftill be adhered to, though 
it fhould counteract thofe views. ‘The 
fituation of the United States bound 
them to obferve, between the belli- 
gerent powers, an exact neutrality, 
in all cafes where their previous-trea- 
ties had not ftipulated advantages or 
iumpofed difabilities. 

They could not refufe to one bellige- 
rent power thofe rights of ordinary hof- 
pitality which wereenjoyed by others, 
which the common ulages of nations 
permit, and which were forbidden by 
no particular treaty. Such refufal 
would have been manifeftly partial, 
and a plain departure from that neu- 


tral 
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tral pofition in which the United 
States found themfelves, and which 
good faith, integrity and their beft in- 
tereits impelled them religioufly to 
maintain. Thus circumftanced it was 
the duty of the yoverament to give 
its true conftruction to a treaty grant- 
ing advantayes to one of the beliipe- 
rent powers, and unpoling difabilities 
on another. In fearching for this 
true contruction, its beft judgment 
ought to be exercifed, and the dictates 
oi that judgment ought to be obey- 
ed. The United States have done 
fo. They have refufed fhelter in 
their ports to the prizes made on the 
French republic, or to the {hips of 
war belonzing to the enemy ani ac- 
companying fuch prizes. 

They have permntted thips of war, 
not brining prizes with them, to re- 
main in their ports, without init tu- 
ting tribunals toenquire whether fuch 
fhips have atany time captured French 
citizens or French property. ‘The rea- 
fon.ing on which this decifion was 
founded, and which appears to the un- 
derfigned tohave been conciulive, will 
not now berepeated. Ithas been detai!- 
edinfevera! letters from the Secretary 
of State of the United States to the M.- 
nifter of France in Philadelphia. The 
underti, ned will only obferve that the 
conitruction fuppofed to be juit, and 
for that reafon actually put upon the 
article, is believed to be more favour- 
able than the literal con!truction to 
the interefts of France. 

Ships of war which have made prizes 
on this Republic, if they enter the 
ports of the United States without 
uch prizes, ought indeed, under the 
letter of the article, to be ordered to 
depart as foon as the fact can have 
been fully afcertained ; but the prizes 
themfelves are permitted to remain in 
fafety. By the actual contruction, a 
fhip of war entering without a prize, 
is permitted to remain, but all ihelter 
is refufed to a fhip of war which is 
accompanied by a prize. and alfo to 
the prize itfelf. It would feidom hap- 
pen that a fhip of warnot driven in by 
ftrefs of weather, or the danger of 
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the feas, would with to continue in 
port longer than the time which would 
unavoidably be confumed in afcer- 
taining the fact of her having made a 
prize ; but it mult often happen that 
a pmze now excluded from the ports 
of the United States, would find fhel- 
ter in them if the literal conftru¢tion 
of the treaty fhould be adopted. 

This expofition given by the Uni- 
ted Stats to this article was made 
known in 1793. France has never 
fignified a with that the literal con- 
ftruction throuzhout fhould be pur- 
fued. This ftrengthens the opin:on 
entertained by the underlicned, that 
the rule on this fubject, fo eariy efta- 
bhihed by the American .overnment, 
is confidered by the Republic as more 
favourable to its interefts, than a rule 
conforming entirely to the letter of 
the article. 

3diy. ** Thegovernment of the Uni- 
ted States has ordered the arreft of a 
National Corvette,* anchored in the 
port of Philadelphia, and the arref- 
tation has been extended to the Cap- 
tain Commandant.” 

‘he underfizned beg ieave to ftate 
the cafe which is the toundation of 
this complaint. In the ftatement 
itfelf they truft will be found a com- 
plete jultification of the conduct of 
the United States. 

The Cathus, under the name of “ les 
Jumeaux” was fitted and armed for 
a veflel of war in the port of Phila- 
delphia, in violation of a law of the 
United States. In December, 1794, 
having efcaped from the port to de- 
fcend the river, orders were given to 
tle militia of the iiate of Delaware 
to intercept her. The attempt was 
made and failed ; the crew of les Ju- 
meaux, which wasunexpectedly found 
to be very numerous, refifted the ofh- 
cers who went on board, manned their 
cannon and brought them to bear on 
the cutter in which the militia, about 
forty in number, were embarked. 
Their force being inadequate to the 
enterprize they retired with an in- 
tention to return the next day with 


~ 


a reimforce ment 
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a reinforcement. They did fc, but 
Tes Jumeaux had failed and gone to 
fea. The agent, Mr. Guenet, by whom 
les amor had been fitted out, was 
tried at the circuit court, in Phila- 
deiphia, convicted of the offence, an” 
rece ved fentence of fine and impri- 
foi ment. 

Les Jumeaux proceeded to St. Do- 


minoo ; Samue! B. Davis, a citizen of 


the United States, there took the 
command of her, with a commifiion 
from the French government. Davis 
probably failed from Philadelphia in 
les Jumeaux, for the purpofe of finally 
taking the command of her. Her 
mame was now changed to “ le 
Cailius” and on a cruize fhe took a 
fchooner called the William Lindfay, 
belongin:;to Mefirs. Yard and Ketland 
of Philadelphia, Mr. Ketland hav- 
ing purchafed an intereft in her af- 
ter her failing. The fchooner and her 
cargo were condemned as prize at St. 
Dominzgo.—In Auguft 1795, Captain 
Davis, commanding the Cafiius, came 
with her to Philadelphiae She was 
immediately known. Mr. Yard with 
a view of obtaining an indemnifica- 
tion for the Jofs of the fchooner and 
her cargo, libelied the Cailius in the 
diftrit court, and caufed the captain 
to be arrefted. Soon after the fu- 
preme court being in feflion, captain 
Davis’ counfel applied for and obtain- 
éd a prohibition to the diftri€ court, 
to flop its proceedings, by which the 
fuits both againft him and the Caflius 
were defeated. The prohibition was 
granted on this principle, that the 
trial of prizes taken without the jurif- 
diction of the United States, and car- 
ried to places within the jurifdiftion 
of France for adjudication, by French 
veffels, and all queftions incidental, to 
it, belong exclufively to the French 
tribunals ; and confequently that its 
veifels of war and their officers are 
not liable to procefs of our courts, 


predicated upen fuch capture and fub- 
fequent proceeding within the jurif- 
di&tion of the French government. 
Meffrs Yard and Ketland having 
failed to obtain indemnification in this 
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mode, procured new procefs, on the 
information of Mr. Ketland, to be 
iffued from the circuit court, by which 
le Caffius was attached as a veffel arm- 
ed and equipped as a fhip of war, in 
the port of Philadelphia, with intent 
to cruife and commit hoftilities againft 
nations with whom the United States 
were at peace, in violation of the a& 
of Congrefs, prohibiting fuch arma- 
ment. Mr. Adet complained that 
the procefs was taken out of the Cir- 
tuit Court ; becaufe, as he alleged, 
it had no jurifdiétion, and that it 
would be attended with delay; that 
court fitting buttwicea year; whereas 
the diftri€ court in which it was faid 
the profecution, if at all permitted, 
fhould have been commenced, was al- 
ways open. Gentlemen of legal know- 
ledge were confulted on the point of 
jurifdiction in this cafe, and they were 
decided in their opinion, that the cir- 
cuit court had jurifdiétion, and ex- 
clufively of the diftri&t court. The 
government of the United States had 
no part in originating this profecu- 
tion and the diftri€t attorney in be- 
half of the United States, took mea- 
fures at each term of the circuit 
court, to prepare the caufe for trial ; 
and on a plea calculated to defeat 
the profecution. At length, in Octo- 
ber term, 1796, the caufe was brought 
to an hearing. Inthe courfe of the 
argument the queftion of jurifdiction 
prefented itfelf. The court adjourn. 
ed until next day to conficer of it, 
and on the following morning difmiff- 
ed the fuit. 

The underfigned may be permitted 
to afk, whether in achange offituation 
placing France precifely inthe circum. 
ftances of the United States, cither 
the corvette or her captain would have 
efcaned. 

athly. The refufal to provide the 
means to execute the Confular Con- 
vention of the rath November, 1788. 

As you have not fele&ted the par- 
ticular parts of this convention fup- 
pofed to remain unexecuted, the un- 
derfigned muft neceffarily confider 
the more definite charges heretofore 
made 





ry = * 


ee 18 





wade on the fame fubjed& as being 
adopted by you. 

Your predeceffor in office, in his 
Jetter to Mr. Monroe of the 19th 
Ventofe, ath year (gth March, 1796) 
complains ft, That the claufe grant- 
ing to French confuls the right of 
judging exclufively in difputes be- 
tween Frenchmen, is become reg rt 
for the want of laws givine them th 
means of having ther decifions exe- 
cuted. 

2illy. The right of caufing mari- 
ners who defert to be arrefted, is ren- 
dered incfleftual, becaufe the judges 
charged by the laws with iffuing the 
mandates of arreft have lately re- 
quired the prefentation of the original 
roll of the crew, in contempt of the 
gth article admitting in the tribunals 
of both powers, copies certified by 
the conful. 

It is then underftood to be re- 
quired, 

ft. That the officers of the United 
States fhonid execute the judgments 
of the confuls : 

2dly. That the judges of the Uni- 
ted States fhould iffue mandates of 
arreft againft perfons charged with 
being deferters, without a view of 
the original roll of the crew. 

It is very juftly obferved by Mr. 

efferfon, in his letter to Mr. Morris 
which has been already cited, that, 
“ every nation has, of natural right, 
entirely and exclufively all the jurif- 
diétion which may be rightfully ex- 
ercifed in the territory it occupies. 
If it cedes any portion of that jurif- 
diétion to judges appointed by ano- 
ther nation, the limits of their power 
muft depend upon the inftrument of 
eefiion.” The parties to the con- 
vention profefs its obje& to be, “ to 
define and eftablifh in a reciprocal 
and permanent manner the functions 
and privileges uf confuls and vice- 
confuls.” 

It is to be expected then, as well 
from the intention of the convention 
eftablithing the tribunal, as from the 
nature of the tribunal itfelf, which 
is a foreign court, conftituted by a 
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foreign authority, governed by fo« 
reign laws, and amenable for its 
condu& to a foreign government, 
that no power is to be implied, and 
that it poffeffes no capacity, which 
is not exprefsly given to it. To 
afcertain then the precife extent of 
the ftipulation, let the convention 
itfelf be confidered. 

The firft point refts exclufively on 
the veep art cle which is in thefe 
words, “ All diff-rences and fuits 
between the fubjeéts of his moft 
Chriftian Majetty in the United 
States, or between the citizens of 
the United States within the domi- 
nions of the moft Chriitian Kine ry 
and particularly all difputes relative 
to the wages and terms of engave- 
ment of the crews of the re fpective 
veffels, and all differences, of w hate 
ever nature they may be, which may 
arife between the privates of the faid 
crews, or between any of them and 
their captains, or between the Caps 
tains of different veffels of their na 
tions, fhall be determined by the 
refpeétive confuls and vice-confuls, 
either by a reference to arbitrators, 
or by a fummary judgment, and 
without cofts. No officer of the 
country, civil or military, fhall inter- 
fere therein, or take any part what- 
ever in the matter: and the anpea!s 
from the faid confular fentences fhall 
be carried before the tribunals of 
France or of the United States to 
whom it may appertain to take cog- 
nizance thereof.” 

In this article no engagrement is 
made to furnifh the means of exe- 
cuting confular judgements. If there 
fore the preceding pofitions be oh, 
there is an end of the queftions Put 
other arguments prefent themfelves 
in fupport of the conftruction con- 
tended for by the United States. 
The confular authority in a foreign 
country is ufually either voluntary 
or enforced by the laws of the nation 
to which the confuls belong, and 
which may bind their own citizens 
or fubjeéts under penalties to be in- 
flied on their return, or otherwife. 
Upon 
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Upon’ this idea it was fufficient to 
ftipulate a periiffion of the jurifiic- 
tion in exclufion of the courts of the 
country : on any other idea, it would 
have been neceffary to have ftipulated 
explicitly and perhaps in detail the 
manner in which its fentences fhould 
be executed. To accede to the de- 
mands of France would be to ere& 
in a foreign country complete courts 
of jultice with effectual procefs to 
compel the appearance of parties and 
witneffes, and to execute their deci- 
fions. And as the tranfaGtions in 
commerce could not in the nature of 
thins be confined to foreigners alone, 
the citizens of the country muft often 
be neceffary witnefles to thofe tranf- 
actions, and of courfe rendered amen- 
able to this foreign jurifdiGtion in 
their own country; whereas the ju- 
rifdiGtion granted by the article, is 
only of French confuls over French 
citizens in the United States, and 
reciprocally of American confuls over 
the citizens of the United States in 
France. This would be to extend 
by implication, the authority of a 
foreigner over perfons not contem- 
plated by the treaty as fubject to it. 
The article declares too, “ that no 
officer of the country, civil or. imili- 
tary, fhall interfere therein, or take 
any part in the matter.” ut fhe- 
riffs, marfhals and their deputies, or 
any other perfons appointed by and 
acting under the laws of the country, 
are “ officers of the country,” and 
confequently cannot aid in the exe- 
cution of confular decifions, becaufe 
they are exprefsly forbidden, “ to 
interfere therein or take any part 
whatever in the matter.” 

But was it meant that the laws 
fhould give confuls the power to ap- 
point fuch executive officers of their 
own nation? Should it be conceded 
that a perfon fo appointed could not 
be confidered as an officer of that 
nation by virtue of and according to 
whofe laws he held his office, ftill we 
find no fuch thing in the convention. 
On the contrary in the cafe of de- 
ferters from veflels, mentioned in the 
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gth article, whom the confu!ls are 
authorifed to caufe to be arrefted, 
they are exprefsiy dire&ted to apply 
in writing to the “ courts, ju. ves, 
and officers competent” to make the 
arrefts, meaning the courts, juiges 
and officers of the country where tue 
confuls refide. In addition to this, 
if power could be given to confu!s to 
appoint officers to execute their deci- 
fions, thefe officers muft of courfe 
have their fees of compenfation to 
be paid by one or other of the parties. 
But the art.cle giving the jurifdic- 
tion declares that the confular judg- 
ments fhail be “ without colts.” 

The fecond cemplaint is, that the 
judges of the OUnted States have 
required the exhibition of the original 
roli of the crew as the teftimony 
which would authorife the iffuing of 
a mandate, to apprehend a French 
mariner charged as a deferter.—The 
right to require thefe mandates is 
founded entirely on the gth article 
of the confular convention. 

That declares “ That the confu!s 
and vice-confuls fhall addrefs them- 
felves, to the courts, judges and 
officers competent, and fhall demand 
the faid deferters in writing, proving 
by an exhibition of the registers cf 
the vessel or ship's roll, that thote 
men were part of the faid crews ; 
and on this demand so proved (faving 
however where the contrary is proved) 
the delivery fhall not be refufed.” 

It would be an idle walte of time 
to attempt to prove to you, Citizen 
Minifter, that the register of the 
vessel or ship's roll, is not a copy of 
that paper, or that a copy does not 
fatisty a law which peremptorily re- 
quires the exhibition of the original. 
Your predeceffor has thought proper 
to refer to the sth article of that 
inftrument; but a flight perufal of 
that article will convince you, Citi- 
zen Minifter, that it does not apply 
to the cafe. When the judges of 
the United States determined that 
the mandate of arreft could not be 
iffued on the exhibition of a “ copy 
of the regifter of the veflel or fhip’s 

roll,” 
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roll,” they did not fo decide for the 
purpofe of giving effeA to the fyftem 
of the government, but becaufe the 
treaty was clearly underflo>J by them 
pofitively to require the prefentation 
of the original. 

The underfigned regret, Citizen 
Minifter, that your es a con- 
cerning the United States have not 
extended to their courts. You would 
have perceived and admired their 
purity. You would have perceived 
that America may repofe herfelf fe- 
curely on the integrity of her judges, 
and your juftice would have {pared 
the infinuations concerning them 
which have clofed this part of your 
letter. 

The underfigned will now confider 
what you have ftated with refpect to 
the Treaty of Amity, Commerce and 
Navigation, formed with Great Bri- 
tain. 

You complain, Citizen Minifter, 
in very {trong terms, of the decep- 
tion allezed to have been practifed 
with refpe *& to the objects of Mr. 
Jay’s mitfion to London, and alfo of 
the contents of the treaty which that 
miifion produced. You are pleafed 
to obferve that it was then faid, that 
Mr. Jay had been fent to London, 
enly to negociate arrangements rela- 
tive to the depredations committed 
on the American commerce by the 
cruifers of Great Britain. 

By whom, Citizen Minifter, was 
this faid? not by the Prefident in 
his meflage to the Senate, announcing 
the nomination of Mr. Jay: nor by 
the then Secretary of State, in com- 
municating to Mr. Fauchet the fub- 
je&t of that miffion. The documents 
with refpee&t to this affertion have 
been ftated and have been fully com- 
mented on. It has been fuily de- 
monftrated that the American go- 
vernment did not feize this occafion 
to practife a deception fo unnecef- 
fary, fo foreign to its well-known 
charaéter, and which could produce 
only mifchief to itfelf As you have 
in no degree weakened the teitimony 
which is relied on as difproving this 
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allegation, or produced any fort of 
evidence in fupport of it, the under- 
figned cannot but mingle fome degree 
of furpri e with the regrets they feel 
at feeing it repeated, accompanied 
with the. charge of that “ diflimula- 
tion,” of which all who examine 
well the condu& of the government 
of the United States will fo readily 
pronounce it to be inc: apablee You 
alfo crimir nate the fecrecy which at- 
tended this .negociation. To 
compla a a when formerly infifted on, 
it was anfwered, t hat fo muc h of it 
as was material to this Republic was 
immediately communi ated to her 
Minifter ; and that fhe had no richt 
to enquire further, or to ni diffati 
fied that other objects. were not di 
clofed ; that it is not t 


this 


se dif- 


he pract ice of 


France, nor of any eibeas nation, to 
communicate to others the particular 


fubjects of negociation which may 
be contemplated ; and that no a on 
could be which admit- 
ted itfelf to be accountable to ano- 
ther, for manner in which it 
might judre proper to regulate 
own concerns, on points in which 
that other was interefted, or 
which was bound to give previous 
intimation of every which 
night be inferted in a tre "aty, ormed 
on the avowed principle 

in full force all pr rene xilt 

ments. ‘This re 
only by terming t 
“ an iniidious 
not any reatoning, on 
be anfwered in the 
But can fuch an an 
force? Without doubt, Citi 
nifter, the government of the 


,- } 
independent, 


tne 


its 


not 


article, 


afor ing 


fubterfug 


fame 

{wer unpair it 

zen Mit 
Unite d 
States, v whe ‘nit informed France that 
the negoci ations of Mr. Jay would 
not in any refpe& weaken its envage- 
ments to this Republic, would have 
added, that they mizht eventually ex- 
tend to a commercial treaty, if it had 
been fuppofed that the omiilion vo 
g've fuch information could really be 
conlidered as a breach of legit mate 
obli an evidence of di- 
minifhed friendfhip. ‘The 


ation, or as 
informa- 


tion 
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tion was moft probably not given, be- 
caufe it was unufual, and becaufe it 
could neither be confidered as proper, 
as necefary, or as material. The un- 
derfizned truft that the painful and 
unavailing difcuilions on this fubject, 
rendered fo unpleafant by the man- 
ner in which it has been treated, will 
never again be renewed. Pailing to 
the treaty itfelf, you fay that the 
finall majority by which it was fanc- 
tioned in the two houfes of Congrefs, 
and the number of refpectable voices 
raifed againft it in the nation, depofe 
honourably in favour of the opinion 
which the French government has en 

tertained of it. But you muft be 
fenfible, Citizen Minifter, thatthe cri- 
terion by which you afcertain the 
merits of the inftrument in queftion, 
is by no means infallible, nor can it 
warrant the inference you draw from 
it. In arepublic like that of the 
United States, where no individual 
fears to utter what his judyment or 
his paffions may dictate, where an un- 
reftrained et conveys alike to the 


public eye the labours of virtue, and 
the efforts of particular interefts, no 
fubje&t which agitates and interefts 


the public mind can unite the public 
voice, or entirely efcape public cen- 
fure. In purfuit of the fame objects 
a difference of opinion will arife in 
the pureft minds, from the different 
manner in which thofe objects are 
viewed; and there are fituations in 
which a variety of paffions combine 
to filence the voice of reafon, and to 
betray the foundeft judgments. In 
fach fituations, if the merit of an in- 
ftrument is to be decided, not by it- 
felf, but by the approbation or difap- 
probation it may experience, it would 
furely be a fafer rule to take asa 
guide the decifion of a majority, how- 
ever fall that majority may be, than 
to follow the minority. A treaty too 
may be oppofed as injurious to the 
United States, though it theuld not 
contain a fingle claufe which could 
prejudice the ‘interefts of France. It 
eught not to be fuppofed that a treaty 
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would for that reafon be offenfive te 
ths Republic. 

Had you been pleafed to ftate any 
objections to this inftrument drawa 
from the compact itfelf, the under. 
fiyned would have gven to thofe 
objections the moft ferious and refpeR- 
ful confiderat on. But it is fuppofs 
ed that you adopt, without add ng to 
the compla.nts made by your prede- 
ceffor and by Mr. Adet, when you ob- 
ferve, that you will not repeat what 
they have faid. Thefe complaints 
have been amply difcuffled in the 
memorial the underfigned had the 
honour to tranfm t you, dcaring date 
17th of January. It isbelievedto have 
demonjtrated that the ftipulations com. 
plained of do not in the moft remote 
dexree wound the interefts of France, 
affeX the pre-exifting engagements 
of the United States, or chanze their 
fituation in relation to the belligerent 
powers. Such, inconteft:bly, was and 
isthe opinion of the American govern- 
ment, and in this opinion only would 
the treaty have been agreedto. As 
no one of the arguments which have 
at various times been urged on this 
fubje&, on the part of the United 
States, has ever yet been noticed, the 
underfigned deem unneceflary any 
attempt to re-urge or to ftrengthen 
them. You fay that you will con- 
tent yourfelf * with obvferving fum- 
marily, that in this treaty every thing 
having been provided to turn the neu- 
trality of the United States to the 
difadvantage of the French Republic, 
and to the advantage of England ; 
that the Federal government having 
in thisaét made to Great Britain con- 
ceffions the moft unheard of, the moft 
incompatible with the interefts of the 
United States, and the moft deroga- 
tory from the alliance which exifted 
between the faid ftates and the French 
Republic, the latter was perfe@lly free 
to availitielf of the prefervatory means 
with which it was furnifhed by the 
laws of nature and of nations, and by 
its anterior treaty, for the purpofe of 
parrying the inconveniencies of the 

treaty 
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Treaty of London. Such are the rea- 
fons which have determined the 
arrétés of the Directory of which the 
United States complain, as well as the 
conduct of its Agents in the Antilles.” 
But you have not fhewn a fingle pro- 
vifion, “ which turns the neutrality 
of the United States to the difadvan- 
tage of the French Republic and to 
the advantage of England.” You 
have not fhewn a fingle conceflion, 


“« incompatible with the interefts of 


the United States,” or “ derogatory 
from their alliance with France.” 

It is confidered as having been 
demonftrated, that this treaty leaves 
the Neutrality of the Unit ted States, 
with refpeét both to France and Eng- 
land, precifely in its former fituation, 
and that it contains no conceffions 
which are either unufual or deroga- 
tory from their alliance with this 
Republic. But if in forming this 
judgment the American government 
has deceived itfelf, {till it ought to be 
remembered that it has ever manifefted 
a readinefs to place France on the 
footing of England, with refpect to 
the articles complained of. 

You fuppofe that the fecond article 
of the treaty between France and the 
United States juftifies the arrétés, of 
which the latter power complains : 
But that article only entitles either 
of the contracting parties to a par- 
ticipation of any particular favour in 
refpe& of commerce or navigation, 
which might thereafter be granted by 
the other to other nations on allowing 
the fame compenfation, if the con- 
ceffion was conditional. It has never 
been pretended to extend to pre-ex- 
ifting rights held and exercifed under 
the law of nations, and barely recog- 
nized by any fubfequent treaty. If 
this could be infifted on, ftill it was 
fhewn inconteftibly by the underfigned, 
that the arrété particularly com- 
plained of, fo far asit profeffes to found 
itfelf on the treaty with England, 
greatly tranfcends that treaty, and in 
its moft noxious article, that requiring 
a role d’equippage, has no relation 
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you have not been pleafed to notice ; 
and it is with infini ite regret the un- 
derfigned obferve, that the difcuflions 
at which you hint are to be limited to 
the abufes of the principle —7 
by the arrété, and not extended to uJ 
compatibili ty of the principle iefelf, 
with iuftice, the laws of nations, or 
exifting r treaties. 

It is well known that fuch a dif- 
cuffion, if indeed the underfigned could 
be permitted to enter upon it, would 
avail but little, fince the vailt mafs 
of American property captured by 
the cruifers, and condemned by the 
courts of France, has been found in 
veffels not furnifhed with a role d’- 
equippage. 

The underfigned have been minute 
in their attention to every fyllable 
you have uttered on tiiis interefting 
fubject, becaufe it has been often 
conlidered as having given caufe of 
juft irritation to France, and they are 
fincerely defirous of probing to the 
bottom every fubject which may have 
affumed that complexion. T heir with 
is unaffected, to give to every com- 
plaint its real value, in order thus 
t- prepare the way for accom moda- 
tion, by the relinguifhment of fuch as 
are not well founded, and the admil- 
fion of thofe which have a real 
iftence. 

The third head of your complaints 
relates to the conduct of t 
ment of the United Stz 
treaty with England. 

You obferve, that 
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treaty in queftion had been a bin exe- 
cution, the government of th ited 
States feemedto thinkitfelf diipenied 


from the obfervance of any mea- 
fures towards this Republic, and you 
adduce in fupport of this general 
obfervation, 

ift. The refufal to permit in the 
ports of the Vanes States the fale of 
prizes made by French cru ferse 

adly. The Hears and calum- 
nies againft the French government, 
its principles and its officers, contain- 
ed in certain journals and pamphicts 





toit. This all-eflential circumftance publifhed in the U nited States Kee 
Vou. HU. 3Q. 3dly. The 
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3dly.. The Speech of the Prefident 
to Congrefs in May laft. 

1ft. The government of the United 
States does not permit the fale in their 
ports of prizes made upon England by 
the cruifers of France. 

The fa& is admitted. To ereé it 
into an onence, it becomes neceffary 
to prove that this meafure violates 
either the engagements or the neu- 
trality of the United States. Neither 
is attempted. To fhow that it violates 
neither, had this been rendered ne- 
ceffary, would by no means have been 
deemed an arduous tafk. It will 
now only briefly be obferved, that 
the 17th article of the treaty of com- 
merce of the 6th of February 1778, 
which alone relates to this fubje@t, fo 
far from ftipulating for the fale of 
prizes in the ports of either nation, 
limits itfelf to a declaration, that the 
captors fhall have liberty to bring 
them into port, free from duties, ar- 
refts and fearches, and to depart with 
them to the places expreffed in their 
commiffions, thereby evidently con- 
templating the then exifting regula- 
tions of this nation. France has 
manifefted her own opinion on this 
fubje&t in her treaty with Great 
Britain of the 26th of September 
1786. The 1&th article of that treaty 
declares, “ that it fhall not be lawful 
for foreign cruifers, who fhall not be 
the fubjeéts of one or the other 
crown, and who fhall have a com- 
miffion from any prince, or ftate, ene- 
mies of the one or the other, to arm 
their veffels in the ports of one or the 
other of the faid two kingdoms, to 
sell there what they shall bave taken, 
or to change the same in any manner 
whatever.” In awar with England 
then, France being neutral, the crui- 
fers of the United States are forbidden 
to fell their prizes in the ports of this 
Republic. The 17th article of the 
treaty of February 1778, being re- 
ciprocal, France has pronounced her 
decifion, that it does not give her 
cruifers a right to fell their prizes in 
the ports of America. If this right 


had been given by the treaty of Fe. 
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bruary 1778, that between the Uni- 
ted States and England could not be 
conftrued to impair it. Nor is the 
prohibition a departure from the neu- 
trality of the United States. A na- 
tion to violate its neutrality muft 
manifeft a partiality for one of the 
belligerent powers, muft accord favours 
not ftipulated by pre-exifting treaties 
to one, which it refufes to the other. 
This is not even alleged in the pre- 
fent inftance. Far from permitting 
Britith cruifers to fell in the United 
States prizes they have made on the 
French, they are not even allowed to 
bring them into port. A candid 
confideration of this fubje& will prove 
that the withdrawal of a favour, the 
grant of which manifefted fo ftrongly 
the attachments of the United States, 
far from juftifying the refentments 
which have been exprefled in confe- 
quence of it, car only be attributed 
to the folicitu.. of tke American 
government tc ~ ..ter perfectly unex- 
ceptionable its obfervance of that neu- 
trality which it profeffes to maintain. 
It has been fhown unequivocally to 
have been the opinion of the contra@- 
ing parties, that the treaty of com- 
merce of the 6th of February 1778, 
did not give to either, being at war, a 
right to fell its prizes in the ports of 
the other being at peace. It is not 
pretended that this is one of the rights 
accruing, without fpecial ftipulation, 
under the law and ufages of nations. 

It is not then aright atall. If 
granted, itis a voluntary favour. But 
a voluntary favour effential in the 
profecution of the war, if granted by 
a neutral to one belligerent power, 
and of neceflity refufed to the other, 
affords to that other at leaft a more 
plaufible pretext for compiaint than 
has been given by any other ad of the 
government of the United States. 
What, in fauch a fituation, would have 
been the language of France ? Would 
this Republic permit a neutral nation, 
not bound thereto by any obligation 
whatever, to allow in its ports as a 
voluntary favour the fale of prizes 
made on French citizens, while the 
fame 











fame favour was of neceflity denied 
to the cruifers of France. 

It is believed that fuch an ufe of 
neutrality would not be permitted, 
and the underfigned felicitate them- 
felves and their country that the go- 
vernment they reprefent has never in- 
tentionally given to this Republic any 
caufe of diffatisfaction, as ferious as 
this would have been. You will not 
fail to obferve, Citizen Minifter, that 
this heavy accufation, when analy fed, 
is nothing more than the refufal of a 
mere favour on the part of the Ame- 
rican government, the grant of which 
might have been dangerous to itfelf, 
might have drawn it from that neu- 
tral ftation which it is its duty to ob- 
ferve, and which favour France had 
previoufly, in the moft explicit terms, 
declared its determination not to grant 
under fimilar circumftances to the 
United States. 

adly. Your fecond allegation is 
“ that the journals known to be 
indirectly under the control of the ca- 
binet have redoubled their invectives 
and calumnies againft the Republic, 
its magiftrates and its envoys; and 
that pamphlets openly paid for by the 
minifter of Great-Britain have re-pro- 
duced, under every form, thofe infults 
and calumnies without having ever 
drawn the attention of the govern- 
ment to a ftate of things fo fcan- 
dalous, and which it might have re- 
preffed.” 

The genius of the conftitution, and 
the opinions of the people of the Uni- 
ted States, cannot be overruled by 
thofe who adminifter the government. 
Among thole principles deemed fa- 
cred in America ; among thofe facred 
rights confidered as forming the bul- 
wark of their liberty, which the go- 
vernment contemplates with awful 
reverence, and would approach only 
with the moft cautious circumf{pe ction, 
there is no one of which the impor- 
tance is more deeply impreffed on the 
public mind than the liberty of the 
prefs. That this liberty is often car- 
ried to excefs, that it has fometimes 
degenerated into licentioufnefs, is feen 
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and lamented ; but the remedy has not 
yet beendifcovered. Perhaps it is an 
evil infeparabie from the good with 
which it is allied: perhaps it is a {hoot 
which cannot be ftripped from the 
ftalk, without wounding vitally the 
plant from which it is torn. How- 
ever defirable thofe meafures might 
be which might corre without en- 
flaving the prefs, they have never yet 
been devifed in America. No regu- 


lations exift which enable the govern- 


5 
ment to fuppre fs whatever calumnies 
or invectives any individual may choofe 
to offer to the public eye; or to 
punith fuch calumnies and invectives, 
otherwife than by a legal profecution 
in courts which are alike open to all 
who confider themfelves as injured. 
Without doubt this abufe of a valua- 
ble privilege is matter of peculiar 
regret when it is extended to the 
government of a foreign nation. The 
underfigned are perfuad “l, it never 
has been fo extended with the appro- 
bation of the government of the Uni- 
ted States. Difcuilions r {px cting the 
conduct of foreign powers, efpecially 
on points refpecting the rights and in- 
terefts of America, are unavoidably 
made in a nation where public mea- 
fures are the refults of public opinion ; 
and certainly do not furnifh caufe of 
reproach; but it is believed that 
calumny and invective have never been 
fubftituted for the manly reafoning 
of an enlightened and injured people, 
without giving pain to thofe who ad- 
minifter the affairs of the Union. Cer- 
tainly this offence, if it be deemed by 
France of fufficient magnitude to be 
worthy of notice, has not been con- 
fined to this Republic. It has been 
ftill more profuicly lavifhed on its 
enemies, and has even been beftowed 
with an unfparing hand on the Fede- 
ral Government itfelf. Nothing can 
be more notorious than the calumnies 
and inve@tives, with which the wifeft 
meafures and the moft virtuous cha- 
racters of th<- United States have 
been purfued and traduced. It isa 
calamity incident to the nature of 
liberty, and which cap produce no 
ferious 
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ferious evil to France. It is a calamity 
occafioned neither by the direét nor 
indireét influence of the American 
government. In fact that govern- 
ment is believed to exercife no influ- 
ence over any prefs. You mutt be 
fenfible, Citzen Minifter, with how 
much truth the fame complaint might 
be urged on the part of the United 
States. You muft know well, what 
degrading and unworthy calumnies 
againft their government, its princi- 
ples and its officers, have been pub- 
lifhed to the world by French journal- 
ifts and in French pamphlets: That 
government has even been charged 
with betraying the beft interefts of 
the nation, with having put itfelf un- 
der the euidance of—nay more, with 
having fold itfelf to a foreign court. 
But thef calumnies, atrocious as they 
are, have never conftituted a fubject 
of complaint againft France. Had 
not other caufes, infinitely more feri- 
ous and weighty, interrupted the har- 
mony of the two Republics, it would 
ftill have remained unimpaired, and 
the miffion of the underfigned would 
never have been rendered neceffary. 
3dly. You complain of the fpeech 
of the Prefident made to Congrefs in 
May Iaft. It denounces, you fay, the 
Executive DireGtory, as fearching to 
propagate anarchy and divifion in the 
United States. The conftitution of 
the United States impofes on the Pre- 
fident this important duty : “ He fhall 
from time to time, give to the Con- 
grefs information of the ftate of the 
Union.” It having been deemed pro- 
per to recall the minifter from the 
United States tothis ».epublic, and to 
replace him by a citizen, the objects 
of whofe miflion, as expreffed in his 
letter of credence, were “ to main- 
tain that good underftanding, which 
from the commencement of the alli- 
ance, has fubfifted between the two 
nations ; and to efface unfavourable 
impreflions, banifh fufpicions, and to 
reftore that cordiality. which was at 
once the evidence and pledge of a 
friendly union.” The Prefident of 


the Directory addreffed the recalled 
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minifter in the following terms: “ In 
prefenting to-day to the Executive 
Directory your letters of recall, you 
give to Europe a ftrange fpedtacle. 
France, rich in her liberty, furround- 
ed with the train of her victories, 
{trong in the efteem of her allies, will 
not abafe herfelf by calculating the 
confequences of the condefcenfions of 
the American government to the fug- 
geftions of its ancient tyrants. The 
French Repuvlic hopes, moreover, 
that the fucceffors of Columbus, Ra- 
leigh, and Penn, always proud of their 
liberty, will never forget that they 
owe it to France. They will weigh in 
their wifdom the magnanimous good- 
will of the French people with the 
crafty carefles of certain perfidious 
perfons, who meditate to bring them 
back to their ancient flavery. Affure, 
Mr. Minifter, the good American 
people, that like them we adore liber- 
ty ; that they will always have our 
elteem, and that they will find in the 
French people that republican gene- 
rolity, which knows as well how to 
grant peace as to caufe its fovereignty 
to be refpeéted.” 

The change of a Minifter is an 
ordinary act for which no government 
is accountable to another, and which 
has not heretofore been “ a itrange 
fpectacle” in France, or in any other 
part of Europe. It appears to be a 
meafure not of itfelf calculated to 
draw on the government making fuch 
change, the ftrictures or the refent- 
ments of the nation to which the 
Minifter is deputed. Such an effee, 
produced by fo inadequate a caufe, 
could not fail to command attention, 
while it excited furprife. 

The ofiicial fpeech, addreffed by 
the government of France to that of 
the United States, through its Mini- 
fter, charges that government with 
condefcentions to the fuggeftions of 
its ancient tyrants, fpeaks of the 
crafty careffes of certain perfidious 
perfons who meditate to bring back 
the fucceffors of Columbus, Raleigh, 
and Penn to their ancient flavery, 
and defires the minifter to aflure, not 
his 
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his government, but the good people 
of America, that they will always 
have the efteem of France, and that 
they will find in the French peo- 
ple, that republican generofity which 
knows as well how to grant peace as to 
caufe its fovereignty to be refpected. 

That a minifter fhould carry any 
affurances from a foreign government 
to the people of his nation, is as re- 
markable as the difference between 
the manner in which his government 
and his people are addreffed. His 
government are charged with conde- 
{cenfion to the fuggeftions of the 
ancient tyrants of his country, but 
the people are confidered as loving 


liberty, and they are to be affured of 


the perpetual efteem of France. This 
efteem they are to weigh againft the 
crafty careffes of thofe perfidious per- 
fons who meditate to bring them back 
to their former flavery. 

When this fpeech, thus addreffed 
dire@ly to the government and peo- 
ple of the United States, in the face 
of Europe and the world, came to be 
confidered in connexion with other 
meafures; when it came to be confi- 
dered in connexion with the wide- 
fpreading devaftation to which their 
commerce was fubjected, with the 
cruel feverities practifed on their fea- 
men, with the recall of the Minifter 
of France from the United States, 
and the very extraordinary manner 
in which that recall was fignified by 
him both to the government and peo- 
ple, with the refuful even to hear the 
Meffenger of Peace, deputed from 
the United States for the fole purpofe 
of conciliation; it could not fail to 
make on the American mind a deep 
and a ferious imprefiion. It was con- 
fidered as a fa&t too important to be 
held from the Congrefs, by that de- 
partment of the government, which 
is charged with the duties of main- 
taining its intercourfe with foreign 
nations, and of making communica- 
tions to the legiflature of the Union 
The Prefident, therefore did com- 
municate it in the following words: 
“ With this conduct of the French 


485 


government it will be proper to take 
into view the public audience given 
to the late Minifter of the United 
States on his taking leave of the 
Executive Directory. The fpeech 
of the Prefident difclofes fentiments 
more alarming than the refufal of a 
Minifter, becaufe more dangerous to 
our independence and union, and at 
the fame time ftudi oufly marked with 
indignities towards the government of 
the United States. It evinces a dif. 
pofition to fi "parate the people of the 
United States from the government 
to perluade them that they have di if. 
ferent affections, princ iples and inter- 
efts from thofe of their fellow-citizens, 
whom they themfelves have ¢ centon to 
manage their common concert ns; and 
thus to produce divifions f» val to our 
peace. Such ought to be 
repelled with a d: cifion which fhall 
convince France and the world, that 
we are not a degraded people, humi- 
l:ated under a colonial fpirit of fear 
and fenfe of inferiority, fitted to be 
the miferable inftruments of foreign 
influence, and regardlefs of national 
honour, character and intereft. 

* T fhould have been happy to have 
thrown a veil over thefe tranfactions, 
if it had been poffible to conceal 
them; but they have palled on the 
great theatre of the world, in the 
face of all Europe and America, and 
with fuch circumftances of publicity 
and folemnity, that they cannot be 
difguifed, and will not foon be forgot- 
esi: they have inflicted a wound in 
the American breait. It is my fin- 
cere defire, however, that it may be 
healed.” 

It is hoped that this communica- 
tion will be viewed in its true light, 
that it will no longer be confidered as 
a denunciation of the Executive Di- 
rectory, but as the ftatement of an 
all-important fact by one Depart- 
ment of the American government 
to another, the making of which was 
enjoined by duties of the hicheit 
obligation. 

The underfiened have now, C 
Minifter, pafled through the 
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plaints you urge again{t the govern- 
ment of the United States. They 
have: endeavoured to confider thofe 
complaints impartially, and to weigh 
them in the fcales of juftice and of 
truth. If any of them be well found- 
ed, France herfelf could not demand 
more readily, than America would 
make, reparation for the injury fuf- 
tained. ‘The Pre‘ident of the United 
States has faid, ** If we have com- 
mitted errors, and thefe can be de- 
monitrated, we fhall be willing to 
correct them; if we have done inju- 
ries, we fhall be willing, on convic- 
tion, toredrefs them.” Thefe difpofi- 
tions on the part of the government 
have been felt in all their force by 
the underfigned, and have conftantly 
regulated their conduct. 

The underfigned will ot refume, 
Citizen Minifter, the painful tatk of 
re-urging the multiplied injuries which 
have been accumulated on their coun- 
try, and which have been in fome de- 
gree detailed in their memorial of the 
17th January laft. They cannot, how- 
ever, decline to remonftrate againft a 
meafure which has been announced 
fince that date. The Legiflative 
Councils of the French Republic have 
decreed that, 

ift. The condition of fhips, inevery 
thing which concerns their character 
as neutrals or enemies, fhall be de- 
termined by theircargo ; confequently 
every vefiel found at fea, laden in 
whole or in part with merchandize 
coming out of England, or its poffef- 
fions, fhall be declared good prize, 
whoever may be the proprietors of 
fuch commodities or merchandize. 

2dly. No foreign veffel, which in 
the courfe of its voyage fhall have en- 
tered into an Englifh port, fhall be 
admitted into any port of the French 
Republic, but in the cafe of neceflity ; 
in which cafe fuch veflels fhall be 
obliged to depart from fuch port fo 
foon as the caufe of entry fhall have 
ceafed. 

This decree too deeply affects the 
interefts of the United States to re- 
main unattended to by their Minifters. 
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They pray you, therefore, Citizen 
Minifter, to receive their refpediful 
reprefentations concerning it. 

The obje& of the decree, is to cut 
off all direct intercourfe between neu- 
trals and Great Britain or its poffef- 
fions, and to prevent the acquilition, 
even by circuitous commerce, of thofe 
articles which come from England or 
its dominions. 

The right of one nation toexchange 
with another the furplus produce of 
igs labour, for, thofe articles which 
may fupply its wants or adminifter to 
its comfort, is too effential to have 
been ever clafled among thole ad- 
mitted to be in any degree doubtful. 
It is a right in ceding which a nation 
would cede the privilege of regulating 
its own interefts and providing for its 
own welfare. When any two nations 
fhali choofe to make war on eachother, 
they have never been confidered, nor 
can they be confidered as thereby au- 
thoriling themfelves to impair the ef- 
fential rights of thofe who may choofe 
to remain at peace. Confequently 
thefe rights, the free exercife of which 
is eflential to its interefts and welfare, 
muft be retained by a neutral power, 
whatever nations may be involved in 
a war. 

The right of a belligerent to re- 
{train a neutral from affifting hisenemy 
by fupplying him with thofe articles 
which are defined as contraband, 
has been univerfally fubmitted to ; 
but to cut off all intercourfe between 
neutrals and an enemy, to declare 
that any fingle article which may 
have come from the pofleffions of 
an enemy, whoever may be its 
owner, fhall of itfelf be fufficient to 
condemn both veffel and cargo, is to 
exercife a control over the conduct 
of neutrals which war can never-give, 
and whichis alike incompatible with 
their dignity and their welfare. 

The rights of belligerents are the 
fame. If this might be exercifed by 
one, fo might it be exercifed by every 
other. If it might be exercifed in 
the prefent fo it might be exercifed 
in every future ware This decree 
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is, therefore, on the part of France, 
the pradtical aflertion of a principle 


which would deftroy all dire¢t or cir- 


cuitous commerce between bellige- 
rent and neutral powers, which would 
often interrupt the bufinefs of a large 
portion of the world, and withdraw 
or change the employment of a very 
confiderable portion of the human 
race. 

This is not all. It is the exercife 
of a power which war is not admitted 
to give, and which therefore may be 
affumed in peace as well as war. 

It effentially affects the internal 
economy of nations, and deranges that 
courfe of induftry which they have a 
right to purfue, and on which their 
profperity depends. 

To acquiefce, therefore, in the ex- 
iting ftate of things, under a princi- 
ple fo extenfive and fo pernicious, is 
to eftablifh a precedent for national 
degradation which can never ceafe to 
apply, and which will authorize any 
meafures which power may be dif- 
pofed to practife. 

France, therefore, will perceive 
that neutral governments, whatever 
may be their difpofitions towards this 
Republic, are impelled by dutics of 
the higheft obligation, to remonftrate 
againft a decree, which at the fame 
time invades their interefts and their 
independence, which takes from them 
the profits of an honeft and lawful in- 
duftry, as well as the ineftimable pri- 
vilege of conducting their own affairs 
as their own judgments may direét. 

It is hoped that the remonftran- 
ees of the United States on this 
fubje&t will derive additional force 
from their fubfifting engagements with 
France, and from a fituation peculiar 
to themfelves. 

The twenty-third article of the 
Treaty of Amity and Commerce of 
the 6th of February, 1778, is in thefe 
words : “It fhall be lawful for all and 
fingular the fubjeéts of the Molt 
Chriftian King, and the citizens, peo- 
ple and inhabitants of the faid United 
States, to fail with their hips, with 
all manner of liberty and fecurity, no 


diftintion being made who are the 
proprietors of the merchandizes laden 
thereon, from any port to the places 
of thofe who now are, or hereafter 
fhall be at enmity with the Molt 
Chriftian King or the United States. 
It fhall likewife be lawful for the fub- 
jeGs and inhabitants aforefaid, to fail 
with the fhips and merchandizes afore- 
mentioned, andtotrade with the fame 
liberty and fecurity from the places, 
ports and havens of thofe who are 
enemies of both or either party, with- 
out any oppofition or difturbance 
whatfoever, not only directly from 
the places of the enemy before-men- 
tioned to neutral places, but alfo from 
one place belonging to an enemy, to 
another place belonging to an enemy, 
whether they be under the jurifdiction 
of the fame Prince, or under feveral. 
And it is hereby ftipulated, that free 
fhips fhall alfo give a freedom to 
goods, and that every thing fhall be 
deemed to be free and exempt which 
fhall be found on board the thips 
belonging to the fubjects of either of 
the confederates, althoup ‘h the whole 
lading, or any part t thereof, fhould 
appertain to the enemies of either ; 
contraband goods being always ex- 
cepted. It is alfo agreed, in like 
manner, that the fame liberty be ex- 
tended to perfons who are on board 
a free fhip, with this effect, that 
although they be enemies to both or 
either party, they are not to be taken 
out of that free thip, unlefs they 
foldiers, and in actual fervice of the 
enemy.” 

The two nationscontemplating and 
providing for the cafe when one may 
be at war, and the other at pe ace, 
folemnly ftipulate and pledge them- 
felves to cach other, "8. in fuch an 
event the fubjects or citizens, of the 
party at peace may freely trade with 
the enemy of the other, may freely 
fail with their fhips in all manner of 
fecurity, to and Sonata any port or place 
belonging to fuch enemy. Not only 
goods coming from the hoftile terri- 
tory, but the very goods of the enemy 
himfelf may be carried with fafety in 
the 
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the veflelsof either of the contracting 
parties. 

You will perceive, Citizer Minifter, 
without requiring the underfigned to 
execute the painful tafk of drawing 
the contraft, how openly and entirely 
the Decree of the Councils oppofes 
itfelf to the Treaty between France 
and the United States. 

In addition to the hitherto unceded 
rights of a fovereign and independent 
nation, in addition to the right {tipu- 
lated -by compact, the underfigned 
will reipe€tfully fubmit other con- 
fiderations growing out of the pecu- 
liar fituation of the United States, 
manifefting the particular hardfhips 
the decree complained of muft impefe 
on them. 

In poffeffion of a rich, extenfive and 
unfettled country, the labour of the 
United States is not yet fufficient for 
the full cultivation of its foil, and 
confequently but a very fimall portion 
of it can have been applied to manu- 
factures. Articles of the firlt neceflity 
and comfort are imported in exchange 
for provifionsand for the raw materials, 
which are the growth of the country, 
and which its inhabitants are accul- 
tomed to raife. 

It is at any time extremely difficult, 
nor is it practicable without great 
lofs, to change fuddenly the habits of 
a whole people, and that courfe of 
induftry in which their population and 
their real interefts have engaged them. 
An agricultural cannot fuddenly, and 
at will, become a manufacturing peo- 
ple ; the United States cannot inftan- 
taneoufly, on the mere patling of a 
decree, transfer, to the manufacture 
of articles heretofore imported, fuch a 
portion of their labour as will at the 
faine time furnihh a market for the 
furplus commoditics, and a fupply for 
the wants of the cultivator of the foil. 
It is, therefore, fcarcely poflible for 
them to furrender their foreign com- 
merce. ' 

Independent of the right they pof- 
fefs in common with others to fearch 
for and choofe the beft markets, it is 
believed that the fupplies they need 
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could with difficulty, in the aual 
ftate of the world, be completely fur- 
nifhed, without the aid of England 
and its poffeflions. It is not pretended 
that France manufactures at prefent, 
for foreign confumption, nor do the 
underligned fuppofe that there exifts 
a market where the citizens of the 
United States can obtain in exchange 
the articles they need and are accul- 
tomed to confume, if thofe coming 
gut of England and its pofleflions be 
entirely excluded. A variety of other 
confiderations, and efpecially the dif- 
ficulties individuals muft encounter 
in fuddenly breaking old and forming 
new connexions, in forcing all their 
commerce into channels not yet well 
explored, in trading without a fuffi- 
cient capital to countries where they 
have no credit, combine to render 
almoft impoflible an immediate diflo- 
lution of commercial intercourfe be- 
tween, the United States and Great- 
Britain. 

If then the decree complained of 
fhall be executed on American veffels, 
it can only increafe grievances already 
but too confiderable, and transfer the 
carnage of Englifh manufactures, for 
American confumption, from their 
own to Britifh bottoms, failing under 
the protection of a convoy. Inftead of 
wounding England, it will probably 
aggrandize its marine, by facrificing 
the remnant of that of the United 
States, and by deftroying that fyftem 
of policy by which they have hereto- 
fore fought to give their own veflels 
that portion of their own carrying 
trade, which would otherwile be en- 
joyed by Britith merchants. 

You have made fome general ani- 
madverfions on the government of the 
United States, which the underligned 
feel themfelves bound briefly to no- 
tice. 

You have charged that government 
with giving inftruétions not in the 
fincere intention of arriving at pacific 
refuit., and yet the underfigned have 
offered to change thofe claufes in the 
treaty of 1778, which have become 
inconvenient to France, and to repair 


any 
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any injuries which may have been 
committed. 

You have charged that government 
with omitting nothing to prolong and 
augment the mifunderftanding be- 
tween the two Republics ; but does 
not the fact, that the underfigned are 
now in Paris, furnifh perfualive evi- 
dence to the contrary ? 

You have charged it with fearching 
to juitify, by deceitful appearances, 
the prejudices with which it furrounds 
at Le ure the name of the Republic, 
and the fyftem of exafperation and 
feparation purfued in this refpeét with 
the ftrangeft obftinacy. But has not 
this Republic, in terms the moft cor- 
dial, been again and again intreated 
to enter into a candid inveftigation of 


“the mutual complaints of the two 


nations? Have not thefe entreaties 
been unnoticed, whilft the Minifters 
deputed to make them have remained 
unaccredited ? 

You have charged it with wifhing 
to feize the firft favourable occafion 
for confummating an intimate union 
with a power, towards which a devo- 
tion and a partiality are profeffed 
which have long conftituted the prin- 
ciple of the conduct of the Federal 
government ; but whilft no devotion 
or partiality has been expreffed for 
any nation except France, have not 
the United States made, and are they 
not {till making the moft extraordinary 
efforts to reftore the broken relations 
between the two Republics? 

In a letter difcuffing the important 
interefts of two great nations, the 
underfigned are unwilling to introduce 
what relates perfonally to themfelves. 

This unwifhed for tafk has been 
rendered a duty, by afcribing to them 
opinions and relations which exift in 
imagination only, and by adducing 
thofe fuppofed opinions and relations 
as proofs of an indifpofition, on the 
part of the government which has 
deputed them, towards that accommo- 
dation which has been fought fo 
unremittingly through all thofe diffi- 
culties and impediments with which 
the purfuit has been embarraffed. 

Vo. i. 


You are pleafed to add, that tlicfe 
intentions are fo little difyuifed, 
“that nothing feems to have been 
neglected at Philadelphia, to manitett 
them to every eye. It is probably 
with this view that it has been judged 
proper to fend to the French Republic, 
perfons whofe opinions and relations 
are too well known to liope from thein 
difpofitions fincerely conciliatory.” 

The opinions and relations of the 
underfigned are purely American, 
unmixed with any particle of foreign 
tint. If they poffefsa quality on which 
they pride themfelves, it is an attach- 
ment to the happinefs and welfare 
of their country ; if they could at will 
fele& the means of manifefting that 
attachment, it would be by effecting 
a fincere and real accommodation 
between France andthe United States 
on principles promoting the interefts 
of both, and confiftent with the inde- 
pendence of the latter. 

It requires no aflurance to convince 
that every real American mult with 
fincerely to extricate his country from 
the ills it fuffers, and from the greater 
ills with which it is threatened ; but 
all who love liberty, muft admit that 
it does not exift in a nation which 
cannot exercife the right of maintain- 
ing its neutrality. If opinions and 
relations,” fuch as thefe, are incom- 
patible with “ difpofitions fincerely 
conciliatory,” then indeed has the Fe- 
deral government chofen unfit infirv- 
ments for the expreflion of its pacific 
difpofition. 

You contraft the condué& obferved 
by the United States, under analagous 
circum tances, towards the cabinet of 
St. James, with that which is obferved 
towards this Republic. You fay, that 
on that occafion, there was a folici- 
tude to fend to London, Minifters 
well known to poffeis fentiments 
conformable to the objects of their 
miffion; that the Republic has a 
right to count upon a fimilar defer- 
ence; and that if a like attention has 
not been obferved with refpect to it, 
it is too probable that it muft be attri- 
buted to the views already indicated. 
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If, unfortunately, the cafes fhall 
exhibit a contraft, it is not to be found 
in the characters the United States 
have thought proper to employ, or in 
the conduct of their government, 
otherwife than by the fuperior atten- 
tion manifefted towards this Republic, 
and never fhewn to any other nation, 
in deputing, to it, with ample powers, 
three Envoys Extraordinary and Mini- 
ters Plenipotentiary from the three 
great diviftons of the United States. 
The Minifters fent to the Cabinet of 
St. James greatly deferved the con- 
fidence of taeir country ; but they did 
not poffefs fentiments more conforma- 
ble to the objeéts of their miflion than 
thofe deputed to this Republic. They 
did not with more ardently to effect 
reconciliation ; nor is it believed that 
any perfons who could have been 
deputed to that Cabinet, would have 
fubmitted to greater facrifices in 
order to obtain it. Had their appli- 


cations for compenfation for patt 
injuries, and fecurity againft their 
future commiffion, been only met by 
requifitions, a compliance with which 
would involve their nation in ills of 
which war perhaps might not be the 


moft confiderable ; had all attempts 
to remove unfavourable impreffions 
failed, and all offers to make explana- 
tions been rejedied ; canit be believed, 
that other Minifters (the firft having 
been ordered out of the nation) would 
have waited fix months unaccredited, 
foliciting pemiffion to difplay the up- 
right principles on which their govern- 
ment had acted, and the amicable 
fentiments by which it was animated? 
The underfigned are induced, Citi- 
zen Minifter, to pray your attention 
to thefe plain truths, from a conviétion 
that they manifeit unequivocally the 
friendly temper of the Federal govern- 
ent,and theextreme reluctance with 
which the hope of an accommodation 
with France would be relinquifhed. 
The underfigned obferve, with 
infinite regret, that the difpofition 
manifefted to treat with the Miniter 
who might be fle &ed by this govern- 
met, is not accompanied with any 
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affurances of receding from thofe de- 
mands of money, heretofore made the 
confiderations on which alone a ceffa- 
tion of hoftility on American com- 
merce could be obtained, to which 
the underfigned have not the power 
to accede, with which the United 
States would find it extremely diffi- 
cult to comply, and a tance with 
which would violate that faith pledged 
for the obfervance of neutral'ty, and 
would involve them in a difaftrous 
‘war with which they have no concern. 
Nor do you anfwer to the applications, 
which have been made for compen- 
fation to the citizens of the United 
States for property which fhall be 
proved to have been taken contrary 
to the law of nations and exifting 
treaties, otherwife than that you are 
willing to difcufs cafes where there 
has been a departure from certain 
principles, which principles, in fad, 
involve almoft every cafe. 

You have fignified Citizen Minifter, 
that the Executive Direétory is dif- 
pofed to treat with one of the En- 
voys, and you hope that this overture 
will not be attended, on the part of 
the underfigned, with any ferious 
difficulty. Every propofition of the 
Executive Direétory is confidered 
with the moft minute and refpectful 
attention. 

The refult of a deliberation on this 
point is, that no one of the under. 
figned is authorized to take upon 
himfelf a negociation evidently en. 
trufted by the tenor of their powers 
and inftruétions to the whole: Nor 
are there any two of them who can 
propofe to withdraw themfelves from 
the tafk committed to them by their 
government, while there remains a 
poffibility of performing it. 

It is hoped that the prejudices, faid 
to have been conceived ayainft the 
Minifters of the United States, will 
be ditlipated by the truths they have 
ftated. 

If in this hope they Mhall be difap- 
pointed, and it fhould be the will of 
the Directory to order paifports for 
the whole or any number of them, 

you 
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you will pleaft to accompany fuch 
paflports with letters of fafe conduct, 
which will entirely protect from the 
cruifersof France, the veffels in which 
they may refpedtively fail, and give 
to their perfons, fuite, and property, 
that perfect fecurity to which the laws 
and ufages of nations entitle them. 
They pray you Citizen Minifter, to 
receive the renewal of their affurances 
of profound re{pect and confideration. 
(Signed) 
CuarcesCoreswortn Pinckney, 
OHN MargsHALtL, 
Gerry. 
A true copy. 
Hewry M. Rutcener, Secretary. 


oa 


[FRENCH ORIGINAL OF M. TALLEY- 

RAND’S LETTER TO THE ENVOYS.] 

Le Ministre des Relations ”xtérieures de 
la Repub (jue Franzaise, 4 Messieurs 
Charles Coteeworth Pinckney, J. Mar- 
shail, et E. Gerry. 


LE fouffigné, Miniftre des Relations 
Extericures de la République Fran- 
gaife, a mis fous les yeux du Direc- 
toire Executif, le Memoire que les 
Commiffaires et Envoyés Extraordi- 
naires des Etats Unis de l’Amerique 
jui ont fait parvenir fous la-date du 
28 Nivéfe dernier, et c’elt en execu- 
tion des intentions du Direétoire, qui 
defire convaincre les Etats Unis des 
veritables difpolitions qui l’animent 
a leur egard, que le fouthgne commu- 
nique aux Commiffaires et Envoyés 
Extraordinaires les obfervations fui- 
vantes. 

La premiere chofe qui a da frapper 
dans le Memoire: des Commiffaires et 
Eavoyes Extarordinaires, c’eft ia me- 
thode qu’ilsont jugé «propos de fuivre 
dans l’expofition et dans la difcufhon 
des points qui font en conteftation 
entre les deux Etats. Le Directoire 
Executif, animé des difpofitions les 
plus conciliantes, et pénétré des inté- 
réts qui doivent rapprocher les deux 
nations, autant qu’ empreflé de con- 
courir au voeu bien connu des deux 
peuples pour le maintien d'une intimité 
pariaite, avait licu d'attendre que les 


Envoyés apporteraient, au nom de 
leur Gouvernement, des difpolitions 
entierement analogues et un efprit 
prépard d’avance par les méimes vues 
et par les memes defirs. Quel a da 
étre, d’aprés cela, I'étonnement du 
Dire@oire Executif, quand le fouligne 
lui a rendu compte d'un Memoire, 
dans lequel Ie- Commiffaires et En- 
voyés Extraordinaires, en renverfant 
l'ordre connu des faits, fe font attaches 
a paffer, en quelque forte, fous fience, 
les juftes motifs de plainte du Gou- 
vernement Frangais, et adéguifer la 
véritable caufe de la mélintellivence 
qui fe prolonge entre les deux Répub- 
liques! En forte qu'il paraitrait, 
d’apres cet expofé, auili partial, qu’in- 
fidéle, que la République Frangaife 
n’a aucun grief réel a faire valoir, 
aucune reparation legitime A exiger; 
tandis que les Etats Unis feroient les 
feuls admiffibles a fe plaindre, les 
feuls autorifés & réclamer des fatif- 
factions. 

Les intentions, qui ont fait pr¢ferer 
cette marche & toute autre, n'ont 
point échappé au Directoire Executif ; 
et, c’eft autant par un jufte fentimenc 
de la dignité de Ja République dont 
les interéts lui font confiés, que pour 
fe premunir eventueilement contre les 
vues qu’on pourrait fe propofer par 
une femblable conduite, qu'il a chargé 
le foufligné de faire difparaitre ces 
vaines apparences, qui ne peuvent en 
effet fubiifter a l’inftant que les faits 
auront été retablis, et que les vérita- 
bles intentions du Directoire auront 
été folemneliement conftatées, en 
oppolition avec celles qu'on ne pour- 
rait lui attribuer que gratuitement et 
en fe prevalant de fon filence. 

Une vérité inconteflable, et qui fe 
trouve enticrement écartée dans le 
Memoire des Commiffaires et Envoyds 
Extraordinaires, c’elt que l'anteriorité 
des griefs et des plaintes appartient A 
la République Francaife; que ces 
plaintes et ces griefs étaient aufh 
réels que nombreux, bien avant que 
les Etats Unis euffent la moindre 
reclamation fondée & lever et par 
coaféquent avant que tous les faits fur 

lesqucis 














492 


lefquels les .Envoy¢s appuient avec 
tant de details, euffent éxifté. 

Une autre verité non moins incon- 
teftable, c’eft que tous les griefs que 
prefentent les Commiffaires et En- 
voy¢s Extraordinaires, fauf les excep- 
tions que le foufligné etait pret a 
difeuter, font une conféquence neces- 
faire des mefures que la conduite 
antérieure des Etats Unis avait julti- 
fides de la part de la République 
Frangaife et que fes traités avec les 
dits Etas Unis autorifaient dans cer- 
tains cas, gu’il dependait du Gou- 
vernement général de l'Union de faire 
ou de ne pis faire exifter. 

Il ferait hors de propos d’entrer 
dans I’enumeration des plaintes que le 
Gouvernement Fédéral, depuis le 
commencement de la guerre fufcitée 
Ala République Frangaife par une 
pu:ffance jaloufe de fa profpérité et de 
fa rézénération. Ces details font 
confiznés dans les offices nombreux 
paffes 4 Philadelphie par les Miniftres 
de la République, et ils ont été 
recapitu'¢és par le prédecefleur du 
foufligné, dans une note, addreffe fous 
la date du rgme Ventdfe, an 4mes 
au Miniftre Pi¢aipotentiaire des Etats 
Unis A Paris, et expofés trés en detail 
dans l’office pafle 4 Philadelphié par 
le Citoyen Adet, le 25 Brumaire, de 
Yan sme. On fe plaignait dans la 
note ci deffus de l’inéxécution des 


trait¢és conclus en 1778, dansles feules. 


claufes ob la France eut ftipulé quel- 
ques avantayes en retour des efforts 
qu'elle s’était engagée a faire pour 
Patilité commune ; et l’on y réclamait 
contre des infultes faites a la Repub- 
lique Frangaife. 

D*s le commencement de la guerre 
eneffet les tribunaux Americains ont 
prétendu au droit de prendre connaif- 
fance de la validité des prifes, menées 
dans les ports des Etats Unis par des 
croifeurs Francais. II eft réfulté de 
cette prétention contraire a Ja lettre 
du traité de commerce de 1778, que 
les proprietés des citoyens de la Ré- 
pulifiege ont été injuftement détenues 


et que l’on a totalement decouragé 
fa courfe Frangaile, dans les mers de 
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l’Amerique, contre un ennemi qui ea 
fefait revivre les lois lepius barbares, 
pour detruire et infulter le commerce 
Americain fous les yeux mémes du 
Gouvernement Fédéral. 

On ne fe bornait pas a favorifer les 
ennemis de la République Frangaife 
dans un point auffi effentiel, point fur 
lequel il pouvait 4 la verité furvenir 
quelques abus, mais que le Gouverne- 
ment Frangais fe montrait difpofé a 
prevenir ; on allait encore jufqu’ a 
p@inettre aux vaifleaux ennemis con- 
tre le fers textuel du trait¢é ci-def- 
fus, relacher dans les ports des 
Etats Unis aprés avoir capturé des 
proprietés ou des batimens appartenans 
a des citoyens Francais. BientOt apres 
on arréta par ordre du gouvernement 
une corvette nationale mouilidée dans 
le port de Philadelphie,* et cette 
arreftation s’ctendit enfuite jufqu’ au 
capitaine commandant. _L.es ‘Tribu- 
naux Americains fe faifirent de méme 
de la perfonne de l’Ex-Gouverneur 
de Ja Guadaloupe, pour faits de fon 
adminiftration, et” il a fallu que le 
DireGoire Executif menacat d’ufer 
de reprefailles pour faire prendre & 
cette affaire Je cours que le droit des! 
gens lui affignait. 

Pendant tout l’efpace de tems qu’on 
vient de parcourir, le gouvernement 
Frangais fit de vains elforts pour de- 
terminer le gouvernement des Etats: 
Unis a procurer aux agens de lay 
République les moyens legaux de 
faire éxécuter les claufes de la con- 
vention confulaire de 1788, qui accor- 
daient 4 notre navigation et 3.notre* 
commerce des priviléges dont le prin- 
cipe était confacré par les traitds de® 
1778; et jamais on ne peut obtenir a) 
cet égard que des renvois infructueux 
aux tribunaux. En général, toutes 
les matieres qui, avec des intentions 
fincerement conciliantes, auraient pu 
fe terminer par voie de negociation : 
étaient habituellement déférées aux 
autorités judiciaires: et celles-ci, foit 
qu’elles fuffent ou non foumifes a une 
influence fecrete, privaient, en der- 
niere analyfe, la République des droits 

Arreftation du Caffius, Aout 1795. 

fondée 








fondés fur les traités, ou bien en mo- 
difiaient Vexercife felon qu’il con- 
venait au fy{it¢éme du gouvernment. 

Tel etait l’etat véritable des chofes 
au mois d’Aoit 1795, époque ot la 
ratification d’un traité d’amiti¢, de 
eee et de commerce, figné a 
Londres dans le mois de Novembre 
précedent, entre les Etats Unis et 
la Grande Bretagne vint mettre le 
comble aux griefs de la Republique. 

Quelle avait été jufques la la con- 
duite du gouvernement Frangais en- 
vers les Etats Unis? Le foufligné, 
pour en faire voir le contrafte avec 
celle des dits Etats, fe contentera de 
rapeller des faits qui ne peuvent 
toutefois avoir été oubli¢s. 

Occupée des foins les plus preffans 
en Europe, la République n’avait 
porté fes regards fur les Etats Unis 
que pour leur donner conftamment 

$ preuves nouvelles de l’amitié et 
de l’interét les plus fincéres, et elle 
laiffait 4 fes agens A difcuter a l’aima- 
ble avec le gouvernement fédéral les 
conteftations dont on vient de tracer 
une efquiffe, et qui, fi elles euffent 
été traitées de part et d’autre avec un 
veritable efprit de conciliation, n’au- 
raient pu alterer la bonne intelligence 
au point od elle l’eft en ce moment. 
La République était 4 peine cenfti- 
tude qu’on, envoya un Miniftre a 
Philadelnhi¢, dont la premiere de- 
marche fut de declarer aux Etats 
Unis, qu’on ne les prefferait point 
d'executer les claufes defenfives du 
traité d’alliance, quoique les circon- 
ftances reprefentaflent de la manitre 
lw moins équivoque, le casus federis. 
Loin d’apprecier cette conduite, le 
gouvernement Americain la recut 
comme la reconnaiffance d’un droit, 
et c’eft dans cet efprit encore que les 
Commiffaires et Envoyés Extraordi- 
naires ont abord¢é cette queition au 
commencement de leur Memoire. Le 
Miniftre de la République a Phila- 
delphié, ayant donné de l’inquietude 
au governement Americain, fut ra- 
pelle avec émpreffement et méme 
avec des circonftances extrémement 
rigoureufes. Son fucceffeur porta aux 
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Etats Unis toutes les reparations 
defirables ainfi que les declarations 
les plus amicables et les plus finceres. 
Rien n’egale l’efprit de conciliation, 
ou plfitét de condefcendance, dans 
lequel fes inftructions étaient redigeées 
relativement 4 tous les points qui 
avaient caufé quiques inquietudes au 
gouvernement Féderal. Le Cit. Adet 
renforca encore, au nom de la Con- 
vention Nationale, ces expreffions de 
bienveillance ; et cette affemblée elle- 
méme accuellit, avec l’effufion d’une 
confiance et d’une fecurité fans bornes, 
le nouveau Miniftre que le Prefident 
des Etats Unis envoya auprés d’elle, 
avec I’ intention apparente de corref- 
pondre fincerement aux difpofitions 
que la République n’avait ceffe de 
profeffer. 

Ce qui doit paraitre incroyable, 
c’eft quela République et fon alliance 
étaient facrifi¢es au moment od elle 
redoublait ainfi d’égards pour fon al- 
li€é, et que les demonftrations cor- 
refpondantes du Gouvernement Fé- 
déral n’avaient pour but que de la 
maintenir, ainfi que fon Gouverne- 
ment, dans une faufle fécurité. Et 
cependant il eft connu aujourd’hui 
que c’eft a cette méme époque que 
M. Jay, qui avait été envoy¢é a Lon- 
dres, feulement difait-on alors, pour 
negocier des arrangemens relatifs 
aux déprédations éxervées fur le com- 
merce Americain, par les croifeurs 
de la Grande Bretagne, fignait un 
traité d’amiti¢, de navigation et de 
commerce, dont a Paris et 4 Phila- 
deiphié on a tenu la negociation et 
la fignature d-ns le plus grand fecret. 
Ce traité ne fut avoud a notre Mini- 
ftre Plenipotentiaire, qu’ a la derniere 
extrémité, et il ne lui fut commu- 
niqué que pour la forme, et aprés 
qu’il eut recu la ratification du Sénat. 
Lorfque les agens de la République fe 
font plaints de cette conduite myfté- 
rieufe, on @ repondu en invoquant 
independence des Etats Unis, fo- 
lemnellement confacrée dans _ les 
traités de 1778—manietre ¢trange de 
combattre un grief dont Ja diffimula- 
tion a laquelle on a récours démontre 
la 
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la réalite,—fubterfuge infidieux, qui 
fubftitue au vrai point de la queftion, 
un principe général, que la Répub- 
lique ne pouvait pas étre foupconnée 
de contefter, et qui détruit a l'aide 
d’un fophifine, cette confiance intime, 
qui doit exifter entre deux - alli¢s, 
et qui furtout devait exifter entre la 
Ré ublique Frangaife et les Etats 
Unis. 

S’il eft difficile de trouver dans 
ectte conduite celle qu’on doit atten- 
dre d’un ami, que doit an penfer du 
traité méme, et de fes claufes ? Ce 
traité eft aujourd’hui connu de toute 
l'Europe ; et la faible majorité a la- 
quelle il a paflé dans les deux cham- 
bres, ainfi que la multitude des veux 
impofans qui fe font prononcés dans 
la nation contre un tel acte, dépofent 
honorablement en faveur de l’opinion 
qu’en a portée le Gouvernement Fran- 
gais. Le foufligné, ne répétera point 
a l’égard de ce trait¢d, ce que fon 
prédecefleur en a dit dans fa note du 
19 Ventdic, precedent, et dans celle 
du 19 Methdor fuivnat, et ce que le 
Miniftre Plenipotentiaire de ta Ré- 
publique a Philadelphi¢ a expefé tres 
au long dans fa note officielle du 25 
Brumaire. Il fe contentera d’obferver 
fommairement, que dans ce traité 
tout ayant été prevu, pour faire 
tourner la neutralité des Etats Unis 
au defavantage de Ja République 
Frangaife et a \’avantage de |’Ang e- 
terre ; que le Gouvernement Fédéral 
ayant fait, dans cet acte, a la Grande 
Bretagne, les concefiions les plus 
inouies, les plus incompatibles avec 
les intérets des Ftats Unis, les plus 
derogatoires 4 l’alliance qui exiftait, 
entre les dits Etats et la République 
Frangaife, celle ci a été parfaitement 
libre, de fe prevaloir pour parer aux 
inconveniens du traité de Londres, 
des moyens confervatoires que lui 
fourniffaient le droit naturel, le droit 
des gens, et les traités antcrieurs. 

Telles font les raifons qui ont deter- 
mine les arrétés du Dire¢toire dont fe 
plaignent les Etats-Unis, ainfi que la 
conduite de fes agens aux Antilles. 
Toutes ces mefures ont pour principe 
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l'article 2 du Traité de 1778, qui veut 
qu’ en matitre de Navigation et de 
Commerce la France foit toujours & 
lVegard des Etats Unis, fur le pied de 
la nation la plus favorifée. On ne 
peut s’en prendre au Directoire Exe- 
cutif, fide l’execution de cette claufe 
eventuelle, il eft refulté quelques 
inconveniens pour le pavillon Ameri- 
caine Quant aux actes abulils qui 
pouvaient fortir de ce principe, le 
fouiligné répéte encore qu'il etait 
pr& a les difcuter de la maniére la 
plus amicale. 

De cet expofé fidele des faits, qui 
ont progreflivement amené entre les 
deux Etats la mefintelligence actuelle, 
il refulte comme I’a dit le fouffignéd, 
en commengant cette réponfe, que 
l’anteriorité des griefs appartient & la 
République Frangaife, et que celles 
de fes mefures qui ont pu motiver les 
plaintes des Etats Unis, font, 4 quel- 
ques exceptions prés, la confequence 
naturelle d’un état de chofes qu’il a 
dependu d’eux, de faire ou de ne pas 
faire exifter. 

Le foufligné en terminant aw 
Traité de Londres, l’expofition - des 
griefs de la République, ne remplirait 
ya: imparfaitement fa tache, et il eft 

e fon devoir de porter plus loin fes 
regards. Ds qu’une fois le Traité, 
dont il s’agit, eut été mis A execution, 
le Gouvernement des Etats Unis 
fembla fe croire difpenfé de garder 
aucune mefure envers la République, 
malgré l’affurance reiterée qu’on avait 
donné & fes miniftres, que le traité ne 
changerait rien a l’etat préexiftant de 
la neutralité des Etats Unis, on notifia 
dans le courant de l’année 1796, aux 
croifeurs Frangais, qu’ils ne pouvaient 
plus comme jufgqu’ alors, cela s’était 
pratiqué, étre admis 4 vendre leurs 
prifes dans les ports des Etats Unis. 
Cette decilion fut rendue par la cour 
Fédéral de juftice, et motivée fur le 
traité conclu entre les Etats Unis et 
la Grande Bretagne. 

Les journaux, connus pour étre 
fous le contréle indire& du cabinet, 
ont depuis le traité redoublé d’invec- 
tives, et des calomnies, contre la 
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République,e tcontre fes principes, fes 
Magiftrats et fes Envoyés; des 
pamphlets, ouvertement foudoyés par 
le Miniftre de la Grande Bretagne, 
ent reproduit fous toutes les formes 
ces. infultes et ces calomnies ; fans 

jamais un etat de chofes anfli 
candaleux, ait attiré l’attention du 
Gouvernement, qui pourrait le re- 
primer. Au contraire le Gouverne- 
ment Jui méme s’eft attaché dans fes 
actes publics 4 encouragerce fcandale. 
Le Dire&toire Executif s’eft vu de- 
noncé dans un difcours prononcd 
par le Prefident, dans le cours du 
mois de Mai dernier (V. S.) comme 
cherchant & propager l’anarchié, et 
la divilion dans les Etats Unis. Les 
nouveaux alli¢s qui la République 
s’eft faits, et qui font les mémes qui 
contribuerent A Vindépendance des 
Awmericains,ont été également infultés 
dans des correfpondances officielles, 
gui ont été rencuss publiques, ou dans 
Jes journaux. Enfin onne peuts’empé- 
cher de reconnaitre, dans le ton des 
difcours, et dans celui des publications 
qu’on vient d’indiguer, une inimitid 
fourde, qui n’attend que le moment 
pour éclater. 

Les faits ainfi établis, il eft facheux 
d’avoir & penfer, que les inftredions 
d’aprés lefquelles ils ont agi, n’ont 

int été rédigées, dans !’intention 
Encére, d’arriver 4 des refultats paci- 
fiques ; puifque loin de partir dans 
leur Memoire, de quelques principes 
avouds, et de quelques faits reconnus, 
les Commiffaires ont intervertis et 
confondu les uns avec les autres, de 
manitre & pouvoir imputer a la Répu- 
blique tous les malheurs d'une rup- 
ture qu’on femble vouloir amener, 
par une marche femblable. II eft 
evident, que te defir, bien prononcé, 
de foutenir & tout prix le traité 
de Londres, qui eft le principal grief 
de la République, d’adhérer a I’ef- 
prit dans lequel ce traité a <td 
concu, et executdé, et de n’accorder a 
la République, aucun des moyens de 
reparation, qu’ elle a propofés par 
Vorgane du foufligné, ant ditté ces 
iaftructions. Il eft egalement evi- 
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dent qu'on n’héfite pas & frerifier & 


ces fentimens étranges, ceux que dev- 
raient infpirer les traités de 1778, et 
le fouvenir des circonftances au miliew 
des quelles tls ont été conclus. 

Les confequences tloignées d’une 
pareille conduite n’ont pas echappé & 
attention du Directoire. On delire 
en n’omettant rien pour prolonger la 
mefintelligence, et l’augmenter en- 
core, en rejetter fur la République 
tout l’odieux, auxyeuxde l’Amé¢rique 
et de l'Europe. On cherche a juftifier, 
par des apparences trompeuf:s, les 
préventions dont on entoure A plaifir 
le nom de la Répul que, et le fylteme 
d’exafperation etd’ ék ignement qu’o! 
fuit & fon égard avec ta plus étran 
obftination: on veut enfin {ailir 
premiere occafien favorable, pour con- 
fommer une union intime avec une 
puiffance envers laqueile on profeffe 
un devouement et une portialité, qui 
font depuis long tems le principe de 
Ja condu:te du souvernment Fé i¢ral. 

Les intentions, que le foufligné 
attr. bue ici au souvernementdes Etats 
Unis, font fi peu deguifé.s, qu’on 
femble n’avo'r rien neglgd¢ a Phila- 
delphié, pour les manifefter A tous les 
yeux. C’elt vraifemblableiment dans 
cette vue gue l'on a jugé A-propos 
d’envoyer vers la République Fran- 
cgaife des perfonnes, dont ies opin'ons 
et les relations font trop connues pour 
enefpérer des difpofitions fincérement 
cenciliantes. Il eft pénible pour le 
foutligné d’étre obligé de relever le 
contrafte de cette conduite avec celle 
qu’on a tenue envers le Cabinet de St. 
James, dans des circon{tances ana- 
Jogues. Ons'eft empret!é alors d’en- 
voyer A Londres, des Miniftres bien 
connus par des fentimens conformes & 
Vobjet de leur miilion. 

La République aurait da compter, 
ce femble, fur une déi¢rence pareille ; 
et fi l’on n’a point obfervé a fon 
ézard les mémes convenances, il eft 
beaucoup trop vraifemblable, qu'il 
faut l’attribuer aux vues indiquées 
plus haut par le foutliynd. 

Il eft impoffible de prevoir od peu- 
vent conduire de telles difpolitions. 
Le 
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Le foufligné n’hefite point a croireque 
la nation Americaine, comme la na- 
tion Frangaife, voit avec regret cet 
etat de choles, et n’en envifage les con- 
fequences, qu’ avec douleur. Il eftime 
que le peuple Americain, ne fe mé- 
prendra, ni fur les preventions qu'on 
a voulu lui infpirer contre un peuple 
allié, ni fur les engagemens qu’on 
femble vouioir lui faire contracter au 
détriment d’une alliance, qui a fi 
puiffament contribué a lui mettre au 
rang des nations et a l’y maintenir ; 
et qu’il verra dans ces combinaifons 
nouvelles, les feuls dangers que peu- 
vent courir fa profperité et 1a confi- 
deration. 

Penetré de la jufteffe de ces reflec- 
tions, et de leurs confequences, le 
DireGtoire Executif a autorifé le 
foufligné 4 s’exprimer avec toute la 
franchife qui convient a la nation 
Francaife. Il eft indifpenfable qu’au 
wom du Diretoireil diflipat ces prefti- 
ges, dont on n’a depuis cing ans ceffé 
d’entourer a Philadelphie les plaintes 
des Miniltres de la République, pour 
les attenuer, les calomnier, ou les 
traveftir: i était inftant enfin qu’en 
faifant connaitre fes, fentimens d'une 
maniére non équivoque, il eclaircit 
tous les doutes et toutes les faufles 
interpretations dont ils auraient pu 
étre l’objet. 

C’eft donc uniquement dans la vue 
d’applanir !a voie des difcuiffions, que 
le foufligné eft entré dans les develop- 
pemens qui précédent. C’eft dans'la 
méme vue qu’il declare aux Commif- 
faires et Envoyés Extraordinaires, que 
malgré la forte de prevention qu’on 
a pu congevoir, fur eux, le Direc- 
toire Executif eft difpofé a traiter 
avec celui d’eux trois dont les opi- 
nions, prefumées plus impartiales, 
promettent dans le cours des explica- 


tions, plus de cette confiance: reci- 
proque qui elt indifpenfable. 

Le foufligné fe flatte que cette 
ouverture ne fouffrira de la part des 
Commiffaires et Envoyés Extraordi- 
natres aucune difficulté férieufe. II 
eft d’autant plus naturel de l’efperer, 
que.par le teneur de leurs pouvoirs les 
dits Commiffaires et Envoyés Extra- 
ordinaires font autorifés a negocier 
conjointement ou séparé ment. Enforte 
- le défir feul de prévenir tout ac- 

ommodement pourrait élever quelque 
objection contre cette mefure, qu’on 
ne fait au refte qu’ indiquer aux Com- 
miffaires eux mémes, pour que rien 
ne porte ici un caraétére de défaveur, 
et qui évidemment n’a d’autre objet 
que d’affurer 4 la negociation une 
heureufe iffue, en écartant d’abord 
tout ce qui pourrait de part et d’autre 
réveiller dans le cours de cette nego- 
ciation des fentimens capables de la 
compromettre. 

Le fouffigné efptre que les Com- 
miffaires et Envoyés Extraordinaires 
le mettront bientét en état de rendre 
compte au DireCtoire Executif de leur 
determination. Queleque puiffe étre 
cette determination, le fovfligné fe 
fiatte que les explications, dans les- 
quelles il eft entré, auront mis la quef- 
tion dans fon vrai jour, et pourront 
éventuellement fervir a difliper aux 
yeux de tous les hommes impartiaux, 
l’impreffion défavorable dont on cher- 
cherait 4 atteindre les intentions de 
la République Frangaife, et fon Gou- 
vernement. J] termine par renouveller 
aux Commiffatres et Envoyés Extra- 
ordinaires Vaffurance de fa confi- 
deration. 


(Signé) 
Cu. Mau. TALLEYRAND. 
Paris, 28 Ventose, an 6. 


MESSAGE 











oe. ae ae a ae a A 


{ 497 ] 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO CONGRESS. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


WuitE! congratulate you on the arrival of General Marthall, one 
of our late Envoys Extraordinary, to the French Republic, at a place 
of fafety, where he is juftly held in bonour, I think it my duty to communi- 
cate to you, a letter received by him, from Mr. Gerry, the only one of the 
three, who has not received his Conyé : this letter, tozether with another, 
from the Minifter of Foreign Relations to him, of the third of April, and his 
anfwer of the fourth, will fhew the fituation in which hé remains, his 








intentions and profpects. 


1 prefume, that before this time, he has received freth inftructions (a copy 
of which accompanies this Meffaze) to confent to no loans, and therefore the 
negociation may be confidered at an end. 

will never fend another minifter to France, without affurances, that he 
will be received, refpected, and honoured, as the reprefentative of a great, 


free, powerful, and independent nation. 


Unitrep STatTes, 


Fune 21st, 1798. 


Paris, 16th April, 1798. 
MY DEAR SIR, 


Tuis1 expedt you will receive by 
my colleague General Marfhall, who 
carries with him the laft letter of Mr. 
Talleyrand to the American Envoys, 
and their anfwer. On the day when 
we fent the anfwer, I received a letter 
from the Minifter, a copy of which 
and my anfwer is inclofed. I have 
not fent thefe to the Secretary of 
State, becaufe I have not time to 

a letter to accompany them. 
lubes I expected my paffport with 
my colleagues ; but am informed the 
Dire&tory will not confent to my 
leaving France: and to bring on an 
asiay He rupture, by adopting this 
meafure contrary to their withes, would 
be in my mind unwarrantable. The 
obje& of Mr. Talleyrand, you will 
perceive, was to resume our reciprocal 
communications, and again to difcufs 
the fudje& of a loan. I thought it 
beft in my anfwer not merely to object 
to this, but to every meafure that 
could have a tendency to draw me 
into a negociation. I accepted of 
this miffion, my dear Sir,:to fupport 
your adminiftration, and ne brought 


JOHN ADAMS. 


—_—e— 


myfelf into a predicament*, which 
you muft aflift me to extricate myfelf 
from, by appointing fome others to 
fupply the place of myfelif and col- 


- leagues, if a further progrefs in this 


bufinefs fhould be found practicable. I 
have only a moment to add my beft 
refpeéts to your lady, and my affuran- 
ces of 
The moft fincere and refpeciful 
attachment, 
My dear Sir, 
Of your’s fincerely, 
E. GERRY. 
The Prefident of the United States. 


—_———— 


Paris, le 14 Germinal, An. 6 de la 
Républiaue Francois, une et indivi- 
sible. 

Le Miniftre des Relations Exterieures, a 
Monfieur Gerry, Envoyé Extraordi- 
naire des Etats Unis d’Amérique pres 
de la République Frangaife. 

JE fuppofe, Monfieur, que M M. 

Pinckney et Marfhall ont jugé utile 

et convenable d’aprés les indications 

que prefente la fin de ma note du 28 

Ventéfe dernier, et l’obftacle que 

leurs opinions connues ont apportd au 
* I allude to my painful refidence here 

as a political cypher. 
rapprochement 
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rapprochement défiré,—de quitter le 
territdire de la République: dans 
cette fuppofition, j’ai Phonneur de 
vous indiquer le 5 ou le 7 de cette 
decade, pour reprendre nos commu- 
nications reciproques fur les intéréts 
de la République Frangaife et des 
Etats Unis d’Amerique. 
Recevez, j¢ vous pric, les affurances 
de mes parfaites confiderations. 
, Cu. Mau. TaLLeyranp. 
(TRANSLATION.) 

Paris, the 14t0 Germinal, 6th year 
of the French Republic, one and 
indivisible (3d April, 1798.) 

The Minifter of Foreign Relations to 
Mr. Gerry, Envoy Extraordinary of 


the United States of America, to the 
French Republic. 


I SUPPOSE, Sir, that Meffrs, 
Pinckney and Marfhall have thought 
it ufeful and proper, in confequence 
of the intimations given in the end 
of my note of the 28th Ventofe laft, 
and the obftacle which their known 
opinions have interpofed to the defired 
reconciliation, to quit the territory 
of the Republic. On this fuppofition 
I have the honour to point out to 
you the fifth or the feventh of this 
decade, to refume our reciprocal 
communications upon the interefts of 
the French Republic and the United 
States of America. 
Receive, I pray you, the affurances 
of my perfe& confideration. 
Cu. Mau. TaALLEYRanp. 


— 
Paris, 4th April, 1798. (Germinal 
15, ane 6.) 


I HAD the honour, citizen Mini- 
fter, of receiving your: letter of the 
14th Germinal (the 3d inftant), and 
Mr. Deutrement who delivered it, 
informed me that it was intended to 
befhewn to Gen. Pinckney and Gen. 
Marfhall. 

Whilft my colleagues and myfelf, 
to whom the government of the 
United States have entrufted the 
affairs of the embafly, had a joint 
agency therein, I have carefully im- 
parted to them all the propofitions 
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which you have requefted, and the 
relative conferences ; and to yourfelf 
our decifions thereon ; regretting at 
the fame time the unfortunate and 
embarrafling circumftances which im- 
pofed on me this difagreeable tak. 
But as by the tenor of your letter it 
is now expected, that they will quit 
the territory of the French Republic, 
it will be impoffible for me to be the 
medium of, or to take any meafures 
which will be painful tomy colleagues, 
os not to afford them all the afliftance 
in my power ; and it would be more- 
over inconfiftent with the line of 
conduct which you well know, citizen 
Minifter, I have uniformly obferved 
for removing the unfavourable im- 
preflions which exifted on the part of 
this government againft them : indeed 
in our laft letter there is a conditional 
application for paffports, which, as it 
appears to me fuperfedes the neceflity 
of a hint to them, on this fubje& ; 
and General Marfhall is waiting im- 
patiently for an anfwer to that part 
of it which refpeéts a letter of fafe- 
condu& for the veffel, in which he 
and his fuite may take paffage for the 
United States, to determine whether 
he fhall embark for France or Great- 
Britain; but the unfortunate fituation 
of General Pinckney, with refpe& to 
the critical ftate of his daughter’s 
health renders it utterly impoffible 
for him to depart under exifting cir- 
cumftances. P 

You have propofed, Citizen Mini- 
fter, the sth or 7th of this decade for 
me to refume (reprende) our reciprocal 
communications, upon the interefts of 
the French Republic and of the Uni- 
ted States. The reciprocal commu- 
nications, which we have had, were 
fuch ofily as I have alluded to in the 
beginning of t is letter, unlefs your 
propofition acco.npanied with an in- 
junction of fecrecy, for me to treat 
feparately, is confidered in this light. 
To refume this fubje& was unavailing, 
becaufe the meafure, for the reafon 
which I then urged, is utterly imprac- 
ticable. I can only then confer infor- 
mally and unaccredited on any fubject 
refpecting 








refpeGting our miffion, and communi- 
Cate to the government of the United 
States the refult of fuch conferences, 
being in my individual capacity un- 
authorized to give them an official 
ftamp. Neverthelefs every meafure 
in my power, and in conformity with 
the duty I owe my country, fhall be 
zealoufly purfued, to reftore harmony 
and a cordial friendfhip between the 
twu Republics. I had the honour of 
calling on you laft evening for the 
purpofe of making this communication 
verbaliy, but as you were abfent, to 
prevent miiconceptions I have thought 
it beft to reduce it to writing. 
Accept I pray you, Citizen Minifter, 
the affurances of my perfs& 
efteem and refpe&. 
To the Minifter of Foreign Affairs 
of the French Republic. 
——<x——- 


To Charles Coteswerth Pinckney, Fobn 
Marsballand Elbridge Gerry, Ess. 
Envoys Extraordinary and Mini- 
sters Plenipotentiary, frem the 
United States of America to the 
French Republic. 


GENTLEMEN, 


On the 4th inftant came to hand 
your firft difpatches fince you arrived 
at Paris; thefe were your numbers 
1, 4, and 5; and on the 6th inftant 
your numbers 2 and 3 were received. 
On the sth, your number 5, dated the 
8th of January, and a tranilation of 
the meflage hana 4th from the 
Dire€tory to the Council of Five 
Hundred, were laid before Congrefs. 
In- this letter you “ repeat, that 
there exifts no hope of your being 
officially received by that govern- 
ment, or that the objects of your 
miffion will be in any way accom- 
plifhed.” This opinion is fanctioned 
by the whole tenor of your communi- 
cations ; and we truft that foon after 
the date of your number 5, you clofed 
your miffion by demanding paffports 
to leave the territory of the French 
Republic. ‘ 

An official copy of your letters of 
credence having been dana to the 
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Minifter for Foreign Affairs, and by 
him laid before the Direétory, they 
were fufficiently informed of the great 
objects of your miffion ; and confider- 
ing that you-were an extraordinary 
delegation from an independent nation, 
you had a right to expect a prompt 
and refpe@ful reception. The fair 
and honourable views of the American 
government, which dictated your ap- 
pointment and your powers, entitled 
you to expect the early appointment 
of a commiffion by the French govern- 
ment, with equal powers, to newociate 
on all the matters in controver!y 
between them. Had the French 
government been influenced by fimilar 
views, the objects of your miflion 
would long fince have been accom- 
plithed, to the advantage and peace 
of both nations. But inftead of coming 
forward on fuch equal and proper 
ground, they have treated you, and 
through you your country, with 
extreme neglect. 

Under thefe circumftances, the 
Prefident prefumes that you have 
long fince quitted Paris and the 
French dominions ; yet, actuated as 
you were with an ardent delire to 
preferve peace, which you knew would 
be fo grateful to your country ; and 
having for this object manifefted 
unexampled patience, and fubmitted 
to a feries of mortifications ; as you 
alfu propofed to make one more direct 
attempt, fubfequent to the date of 
your laft fetter, to draw the French 
government to an open negociation ; 
there is a bare poffibility that this lait 
effort may have fucceeded :—The 
Prefident therefore thinks it proper 
to direth— 

1. That if you are in treaty, with 
perfons duly authorifed by the Direc- 
tory, on the fubjects of your miffion, 
then you are to remain and expedite 
the completion of the treaty, if it 
fhould not shave been concluded. 
Before this letter gets to hand, you 
will have afcertained whether the 
negociation is or is not conducted 
with candour on the part of the 
French government: and if you fhall 
have 
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have difcovered a clear defign to 
procraftinate, you are to break off the 
nezociation, demand your paflports, 
and return. For you will confider that 
suspense is ruinous to the effential 
interefts of your country. 

2. That if on the receipt of this 
letter, vou fhouid not have been 
received, or, whether received or not, 
if you fhall not be in treaty with 
perfons duly authorifed by the Direc- 
tory, with full and equal powers, you 
are to demand your paffports and 
return. 

3+ In no event is a treaty to. be 
purchafed with money, by loan or 
otherwife. There can be no fafety 
in a treaty fo obtained. A loan to 
the Republic would violate our neu- 
trality : and a douceur to the men 
now in power, might by their fuccef- 
fors be urged as a reaion for annulling 
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the treaty, or as a precedent for 
further and repeated demands. 

It is proper to apprize you, that a 
motion has been made in the Senate, 
and will doubtlefs be repeated in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, to defire 
the Prefident to lay before them your 
communications; and he will;robab'y 
be under the neceflity of doing it: 
only withholding the twonames which 
you promifed, fhould in no event, be 
made public. 

* I have the honour to be, 
With great refped, 
Gentlemen, 
your obedient fervant, 


TimorTur PICKERING. 
Department of State, 
Philadelphia, March 
23d, 1798. 
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Through circumstances beyond our | 
control the progression of this 
film is the reverse of that norm- 
ally used. The reel should be 


| put on what is normally the take- 
up spindle of the reader and thus J 
can be read without difficulty. 





